
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A service of readings and Christmas music 

for 2020 

 

Christmas by 

Candlelight 
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We hear:  Once in Royal David’s City 

 

Bidding: My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ 

I welcome you. We have come together as 

Christmas draws near to prepare for our 

celebration of the birth of God’s beloved 

Son. Tonight we listen as scripture unfolds 

promises of how God’s presence with us gives 

us hope, and we hear the story of how God 

became Emmanuel – God with us. So let us 

hear again the wonderful story of our 

redemption, and, hearing, let us rejoice and 

respond with lively faith. 

All pray in silence for a while. 

Almighty God, 
you make us glad with the yearly 
remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our 
redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold him 
when he shall come to be our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 
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Reading 1: Isaiah 52.7-10 

How beautiful on the mountains 

are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

who bring good tidings, 

who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

“Your God reigns!” 

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 

together they shout for joy. 

When the LORD returns to Zion, 

they will see it with their own eyes. 

Burst into songs of joy together, 

you ruins of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 

in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

Reader lights a large candle 
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Reading 2: Isaiah 11. 1-9 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him – 
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of power, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD – 
and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
and faithfulness the sash round his waist. 
The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
and a little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear, 
their young will lie down together, 
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Reader lights a large candle 
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We listen to some Christmas music 

 

Reading 3: Philippians 2. 5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death –  

even death on a cross.  

 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Reader lights large candle 
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Reading 4: Luke 2.1-7 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 

was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to 

register.  

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. He 

went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child. While they 

were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 

she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn. 

 

Reader lights large candle 

 

 

 

We listen to Christmas music, during which your candles 

will be lit 
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Reading 5: Luke 2. 8-20 

There were shepherds living out in the fields near by, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 

town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is 

Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 

us about.”  

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen 

him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told. 

Reader lights large candle 
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Prayers 

Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. 

Christ, born in a stable, 

give courage to all who are homeless: 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 

Christ, for whom the angels sang, 

give the song of the kingdom to all who weep: 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 

give peace on earth to all who are oppressed: 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 

give humility and wisdom to all who govern: 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 

give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you: 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, child of Mary 

you know us and love us, 

you share our lives 

and hear our prayer. 

Glory to you for ever. Amen. 



10 

 

Acclamation 

See what love the Father has given us 

that we should be called the children of God. 

You are my sons and daughters: 

this day I have begotten you. 

See what love the Father has given us. 

As many as received him, 

to them he gave power to become the children of God. 

See what love the Father has given us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

See what love the Father has given us 

that we should be called the children of God.  

 

 

Blessing 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 

fill you with his grace to trust his promises                        

and obey his will; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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Thank you for joining us 

for today. Please take 

your candle with you.  

 

 

May you have a 

blessed and joy-filled 

Christmas. 
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