
 



1 
 

 

BC : AD 

This was the moment when Before 

turned into After, and the future's 

uninvented timekeepers presented arms. 

 

This was the moment when nothing 

happened. Only dull peace 

sprawled boringly over the earth. 

 

This was the moment when even energetic Romans 

could find nothing better to do 

than counting heads in remote provinces. 

 

And this was the moment 

when a few farm workers and three 

members of an obscure Persian sect 

walked haphazard by starlight straight 

into the kingdom of heaven.        U.A. Fanthorpe 

 

 

On Christmas 

Into this world, this demented inn, in which there is absolutely no room for him at 

all, Christ has come uninvited. But because he cannot be at home in it, because he 

is out of place in it, his place is with those others for whom there is no room. His 

place is with those who do not belong, who are rejected by power because they 

are regarded as weak, those who are discredited, who are denied the status of 

persons, those unjustly accused and condemned. With those for whom there is no 

room, Christ is present in the world. He is mysteriously present in those for 

whom there seems to be nothing but the world at its worst…It is in these that he 

hides himself, for whom there is no room.          Thomas Merton 

 

 

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would give a lamb. 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part, 

but what I can I give him?   

 - give my heart.                Christina Rossetti 
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In the name of the Father,         The Gathering 

and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen 

 

 

Grace, mercy and peace                   The Greeting 

from God our Father 

          and the Lord Jesus Christ 

      be with you 

All       and also with you 

 

 

Hymn 

 

 Words of welcome or introduction  

 

Prayer of Preparation 

All Almighty God, 

 to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Invitation to confession 

C Christ the light of the world 

has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.  

 

E  The grace of God has dawned upon the world 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.  

Let us confess our sins.                 cf Titus 2.11-14  
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All      Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are,  

and direct what we shall be;  

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen 

 

 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness  

draw you to himself  

and cleanse you from all your sins 

that you may behold the glory of his Son,  

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All        Amen 

 

Gloria  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.  

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.   

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
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The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 

 ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. 

 

The Collect is prayed. 

 

   All     Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings 

 

         At the end the reader may say 

 

         This is the word of the Lord. 

All      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Psalm 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

  

A gospel acclamation is sung after which the gospel is announced 

 

  

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord 

 

 and at the end 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
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Affirmation of Faith 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

All    We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

All    This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

These responses may be used 

 

Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 

 

 And at the end 

 

 Merciful Father, 

All  accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
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The Peace 

C Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

 

E Christ is our peace. 

 If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 

 The old order has passed away;  

behold, everything has become new.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace 

  

All may exchange a sign of peace 

 

 

 

Hymn 

Preparation of the Table 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

The gifts of the people are presented 

 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it 

 

 

Wise and gracious God,  

you spread a table before us;  

nourish your people  

with the word of life  

and the bread of heaven 

All  Amen 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

  

The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us. 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 

  Almighty God, good Father to us all, 

your face is turned towards your world. 

In love you gave us Jesus your Son 

to rescue us from sin and death. 

Your Word goes out to call us home 

to the city where angels sing your praise. 

We join with them in heaven’s song: 

 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift  

that comes from heaven. 

To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love  

and washed the guilty clean. 

 

This is his story. 

All    This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 

 

This is his story. 

All    This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 

This is my body, given for you all. 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 

he took the cup, gave it and said: 

This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

This is our story. 

All    This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross 

on which he died to set us free. 

Defying death he rose again 

and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 

 

This is our story. 

All    This is our song: 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Send your Spirit on us now 

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 

May we and all who share this food 

offer ourselves to live for you 

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

 

All     Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven, 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever, 

 

Amen 
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Breaking of the Bread 

 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

O Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us your peace 

  

 

Giving of Communion 

  

Invitation to communion 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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All Most merciful Lord, 

 your love compels us to come in, 

Our hands were unclean, 

           our hearts were unprepared; 

           we were not fit 

           even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 

           But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

           and share your bread with sinners. 

           So cleanse and feed us 

           with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

that he may live in us and we in him; 

  and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 

           may sit and eat in your kingdom.  

Amen 

 

 

The president and people receive communion. Authorized words of distribution are 

used and the communicant replies Amen. 

 During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 Silence is kept before the post-communion prayer 

 

All  Father of all,  

we give you thanks and praise, 

 that when we were still far off  

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love,  

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  

we who drink his cup bring life to others;  

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free,  

and the whole earth live to praise your name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
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Hymn 

 

Blessing 

 

C   God sent angels to bring to shepherds  

the good news of Jesus’ birth 

All Amen.  We thank you, Lord 

 

  You have heard his story,  

the story of God’s own Son. 

All Amen.  We thank you, Lord 

 

May he fill you with joy  

to bring this good news to others today. 

All Amen.  We thank you, Lord 

 

 and the blessing… 

 

 

 

E  May Christ the Son of God 

perfect in you the image of his glory  

and gladden your hearts 

with the good news of his kingdom 

 

and the blessing… 

 

 

A minister says 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 All Amen 
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From “The First Christmas” 

Angels appear again and again throughout the narratives about Jesus’ birth and 

infancy. Why so many angels? The gospel-writers were Jews, brought up on the 

Old Testament and there, angels are present at times when God and humanity 

meet. If you like, they are a sort of God-language. They help to express the 

inexpressible; they make the invisible, visible; they give sound to the still, small 

voice within; they personify the mystery that lies at the heart of all things. To read 

something about angels is to read something about God.   Hubert Richards 

   

 

An Epiphany Collect 

O God, the source of all insight, 

whose coming was revealed 

to the nations 

not among men of power 

but on a woman’s lap: 

give us grace to seek you 

where you may be found, 

that the wisdom of this world 

may be humbled 

and discover your unexpected joy, 

         through Jesus Christ. Amen  Janet Morley 

     

 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

and when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

then the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost 

to heal the broken 

to feed the hungry 

to release the prisoner 

to rebuild the nations 

to bring peace among people 

to make music in the heart.        

                                           Howard Thurman         
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