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Music before service: Shepherds at the manger by F. Liszt (1811-1886) 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Opening Hymn 

 

Christians awake, salute the happy morn (94) 

Christians, awake! salute the happy morn, 

whereon the Saviour of the world was born; 

rise to adore the mystery of love, 

which hosts of angels chanted from above: 

with them the joyful tidings first begun 

of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son. 

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 

who heard th'angelic herald's voice, 'Behold, 

I bring good tidings of a Saviour's birth 

to you and all the nations on the earth: 

this day hath God fulfilled his promised word, 

this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.' 

He spake; and straightway the celestial choir 

in hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire; 

the praises of redeeming love they sang, 

and heav'n's whole orb with alleluias rang: 

God's highest glory was their anthem still, 

peace upon earth, in every heart good will. 

To Bethl'em straight th'enlightened shepherds ran, 

to see, unfolding, God's eternal plan, 

and found, with Joseph and the blessèd maid, 

her Son, the Saviour, in a manger laid: 

then to their flocks, still praising God, return, 

and their glad hearts with holy rapture burn. 
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Then may we hope, th'angelic hosts among, 

to sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song: 

he that was born upon this joyful day 

around us all his glory shall display; 

saved by his love, incessant we shall sing 

eternal praise to heav'n's almighty King. 

 

The Greeting 

As we light all candles of the Advent wreath including the 

Christ candle, we say: 

I bring you good news of great joy: 

All A Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia. 

Unto us a child is born, 

All Unto us a Son is given. Alleluia. 

He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia. 

All We worship and adore him. Alleluia. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:  

‘You shall call his name Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.’ 

Therefore let us say sorry to God  

for the things we have said and done, or failed to do. 

God our Father, 

you sent your Son full of grace and truth; 

forgive our failure to receive him, 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
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Jesus our Saviour, 

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger; 

forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

Christ have mercy 

All Christ have mercy. 

Spirit of Love, 

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call; 

forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord have mercy. 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself, 

and cleanse us from all our sins 

that we may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

The Word was made flesh and lived among us: 

All and we have seen his glory. 

 

Peruvian Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 

All Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father. 

To him be glory forever. 

All To him be glory forever. 

Alleluia, amen. 

All Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 
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Glory to God, glory to God, son of the Father. 

All Glory to God, glory to God, son of the Father. 

To him be glory forever. 

All To him be glory forever. 

Alleluia, amen. 

All Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 

All Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit. 

To him be glory forever. 

All To him be glory forever. 

Alleluia, amen 

All Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia amen, alleluia amen. 

  

The Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

 

Readings 

Old Testament Isaiah 9.2-7 

After the reading 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading 

Hymn 

Good Christians all rejoice (240) 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Give ye heed to what we say: 

News! News! Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now: 

Christ is born today; 

Christ is born today! 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Now ye hear of endless bliss, 

Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this. 

He hath opened heaven's door, 

and we are blessed for evermore! 

Christ was born for this, 

Christ was born for this. 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Now ye need not fear the grave; 

Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save: 

calls you one, and calls you all, 

to gain his everlasting hall: 

Christ was born to save, 

Christ was born to save. 

 

When the Gospel is announced 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
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and at the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Word was made flesh and lived among us: 

All and we have seen his glory. 

 

Short Talk 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

The Peace 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

 

All may exchange a sign of peace with those nearest to us. 

Offertory Hymn 

A collection will not be taken during this hymn.  Instead 

there will be a collection plate and also a card reader for 

convenience by the door.  We are grateful for your 

generosity in supporting the work of St Paul’s. 

 

God rest you merry gentlemen (229) 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay, 

for Jesus Christ our Saviour 

was born on Christmas Day, 

to save us all from Satan's pow'r 

when we were gone astray: 
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Refrain: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

From God, our heav'enly Father, 

a blessèd angel came, 

and unto certain shepherds  

brought tidings of the same, 

how that in Bethlehem was born 

the Son of God by name.  [Refrain] 

The shepherds at those tidings 

rejoicèd much in mind, 

and left their flocks a-feeding, 

in tempest, storm and wind, 

and went to Bethlehem straightway 

this blessèd babe to find.  [Refrain] 

But when to Bethlehem they came, 

whereat this infant lay, 

they found him in a manger 

where oxen feed on hay; 

his mother Mary kneeling, 

unto the Lord did pray.  [Refrain] 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

all you within this place, 

and with true love and fellowship 

each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas 

all others doth deface.  [Refrain] 
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Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

This prayer may be said 

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, 

by whose love heaven is opened, 

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here 

All His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 

All Listen, and we will hear. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe, 

where all living things reflect your glory. 

You give us this great and beautiful earth, 

to discover and to cherish. 

You give us happy times and things to celebrate. 

In these we taste your kingdom, 

a feast for all your children. 

You made us all,  

each wonderfully different, 

to join with the angels and sing your praise: 



11 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, 

you sent Jesus Christ, your Son. He gave his life for us on 

the cross and shows us the way to live. Send your Holy 

Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us 

Christ’s body and his blood. 

Why do we share this bread and wine? 

All Listen, and we will hear. 

On the night before he died, 

when darkness had fallen, 

Jesus took bread. 

He gave thanks, broke it,  

and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

‘This is my body, given for you. 

Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 

for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate his love, his birth, his death, his risen life. 

As you feed us with these gifts, 

send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more 

to be like Jesus our Saviour. 
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How do we follow Jesus Christ? 

All Listen, and we will hear. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 

as we look forward to that day 

when suffering is ended, 

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

And now with Mary, Paul and all your saints 

we give you glory, 

through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit, 

today and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.  
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All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy, have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy, have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us, grant us peace.  

 

Giving of Communion 

The president invites the people to communion.  

The altar party and choir will receive first.  Then the 

stewards will guide the congregation up by row to receive.  

Hymn 

While shepherds watched (745) 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  

all seated on the ground,  

the angel of the Lord came down,  

and glory shone around.  

'Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread  

had seized their troubled mind) 

'glad tidings of great joy I bring  

to you and all mankind.  
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To you in David's town this day  

is born of David's line  

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  

and this shall be the sign:  

The heav'nly babe you there shall find  

to human view displayed,  

all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 

and in a manger laid.' 

Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith  

appeared a shining throng  

of angels praising God, who thus  

addressed their joyful song: 

'All glory be to God on high,  

and on the earth be peace,  

goodwill henceforth from heav'n to all 

begin and never cease.'  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

God our Father,  

whose Word has come among us 

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  

may the light of faith illumine our hearts  

and shine in our words and deeds;  

through him who is Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Notices may be read 
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Hymn 

Joy to the world (370) 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; 

let us our songs employ; 

while fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world  

with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

The Dismissal 

Blessing 

 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the hope of the wise men, the love of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing … 

All Amen. 

 



 

The Word was made flesh and lived among us: 
All and we have seen his glory. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

Final Music:  Variations on the ancient French carol: 

Quand Jésus naquit à Noël. (When Jesus was born at 

Christmas) by Antoine Lefébure-Wely (1756-1831) 

 

 

We at St Paul’s wish you a very Merry Christmas! 

 
 
 
 
 

                     
 
 
 
 

For all our services and events please go to 

www.stpaulsparkside.org.uk 
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