
Opening Up St Mary’s Church & 
Keeping Covid Secure 

 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go 

to the house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122. 1) 
 

We have not been in church since last 
year. It is good we can get back 
together again. As we meet again 
inside the church building we need to 
remind ourselves of keeping safe. 
COVID has not gone away and even if 
people have been vaccinated COVID 
secure measures still need to be in 
place. Please take some time to read 
this information and make yourself 
familiar again with what you need to 
do to keep everybody safe. 
 

HANDS: SPACE: FACE: FRESH AIR  
 
Booking a seat 
You need to book a seat as we have a limit on 
capacity.  
To book a seat please contact Ann Brownhill 
by the Wednesday before the Sunday service. 
You need to tell Ann how many people are in 
your household/bubble and if this includes 
children. 
Ann can be contacted on: 07740050144; 
email: liz.a.brownhill@gmail.com or landline: 
0114 2581588 

 
Coming into Church 
Please wait outside church until a steward 
invites you to come in. 
There is hand sanitiser for you to use in the 
entrance hall. 
A steward will then show you to your 
allocated seat. We will be asking family 
groups and households to sit together. 
Seating will be spaced out between groups at 
a 2m distance. 

Once seated please stay in your seats and try 
not to move around. 
You are welcome to bring your own bible to 
the service as church bibles wont’ be 
available. 
 

During the Service 

The service will be shorter than normal and 
there is currently no hymn singing allowed 
inside the building. Communion will be in one 
kind only i.e., wafers. You will be carefully 
stewarded at a social distance from each 
other to receive communion and asked to 
sanitiser your hands (a hand sanitising station 
will be provided or use your own personal 
hand sanitiser). 
We will have communion on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday’s. 
There is no physical sharing of the peace. 
You will still be able to leave your collection 
on the plate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children are Families. Weather 
permitting we are hoping to provide 
children’s activities outside although 
this may not be possible every week. 
The first Sunday of the month will be 
focused on the making the service 
child friendly. We realise it has been 
particularly difficult for children and 
want to work hard to make them 
feel welcome and to have some fun. 
If you are a parent please speak to 
Rev Karen or Miriam. Children are of 
course welcome in all of our services 
and if there are no children’s 
activities will need to sit with their 
family.  
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After the Service 
Please wait in your seat until the steward asks 
you to leave the building.  
Please exit straight out of the building and 
don’t congregate in the foyer for 
conversation.  
Safe social distanced conversations can be 
held outside the building. 

Toilets 

Please observe social distancing if you need to 
wait to use the toilet. There are markings on 
the floor. Only one person allowed in the 
toilet cubicle area at a time. 
 

Refreshments 
We are not able to offer refreshments after 
the service. You are welcome to bring your 
own and have these outside at a safe 2m 
distance from each other. 
 

Access to other areas 
We are trying to restrict movement around 
the building. There will be no access to the 
parish room, vestry, hall or other areas of the 
building. 
 

Register 
We need to keep a weekly register of who 
attends and we need to have contact details 
for Track & Trace. This information will be 
kept for 21 days. 
 

Keeping Safe Guidelines 
Keeping 2m Social Distance to other 

households is really important, please be 
respectful of this.  

Hand sanitiser. Please bring your own hand 

sanitiser with you and use as necessary. There 
will be several stations around the building. 
Please use hand sanitiser on entering the 
building and before you take communion. 

Face Masks/ Coverings.  
Face coverings are now mandatory for places 
of worship. Unless you are exempt you will be 
expected to use a mask/face covering. Please 

ensure you bring your own with you. Children 
under 11 do not need to wear face masks. 
 

Symptoms of Covid. If you feel unwell or 

have any symptoms of Covid please do not 
come into church. 
 
 

You can now donate to St Mary’s Giving 
appeal by texting STMBLGIVING (plus the 
amount you are giving) to 70450 
 
Example - Text STMBLGIVING 3 to 70450 
to donate £3 
Text STMBLGIVING 20 to 70450 to donate 
£20 
 

Texts cost the amount you donate (i.e. £3) plus one 
standard rate message and you’ll be opting in to hear 
more about our work and fundraising via telephone 
and SMS.  If you’d like to give but do not wish to receive 
marketing communications, text STMBLGIVINGNOINFO 
(plus your amount) to 70450 
 

We Need Stewards 
In order for us to be able to provide regular 
services we need people to steward each 
Sunday. If you feel you can offer to steward, 
please contact Margaret Ibbetson. Phone: 
0114 2364184; email: 
john.n.ibbetson@btinternet.com 
 
Rev Claire Dawson 
0114 272 4987 
Claire.dawson@sheffield.anglican.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St Mary’s APCM will now be held on Sunday 
16th May after a short service. 
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