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The Eucharist is the central act of Christian worship. It goes back to Jesus himself, who established 
it among his disciples before his crucifixion and told them to celebrate it as a memorial of his life, 
teaching, death and resurrection. As we celebrate the Eucharist today we continue to observe 
what Jesus told us to do; but circumstances may prevent some of us coming together in church so 
that we cannot share the bread and wine. We can all, however, continue to celebrate his 
resurrection and look forward to the fulfilment of his teaching about the love and salvation of 
God. 

Advent 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year and is a time of preparation to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas. It is an opportunity to renew our Christian commitment and 
hear again the hope which we have in and through Jesus for the coming of God’s reign of justice 
and peace in our world.  

 

During the service the words in bold type are said by the congregation together. 

 

The Preparation 

In the name of the Father + and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

 and also with you 

The President welcomes the congregation, introduces the season of Advent and the particular 
theme of the Eucharist for each Sunday. 

 

The Advent Light 

The President, or another person, lights the candle/s. The President says: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, ruler of the universe, eternal creator of light and darkness. 

In this season of Advent, when the sun’s light is swallowed up in the growing darkness of the night, 
you renew your promise to reveal among us the splendour of your glory,  

made flesh and visible to us in Jesus Christ your Son.  

We light this candle / these candles as a token/s that you have delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness and made us partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 

 Jesus Christ is the light of the world; a light no darkness can quench. 

 

The President then says the prayer for the theme of the particular Sunday. 

 

The President invites the people to prepare for the eucharist, first saying: 

When the Lord comes he will bring to light things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the 
purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
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 Biddings are used next, to which all respond: 

 Lord have mercy 

The President pronounces the absolution 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins, + time for 
amendment of life and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

The congregation prays silently before the President says the Collect. All respond Amen. 

 

The Ministry of the Word 

Passages from the Scriptures are read; at the end of each passage of Scripture the reader says 
either: 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church or This is the Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God   Thanks be to God 

An acclamation will precede the reading of the Gospel. The reader will announce it by saying; 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

 Glory to you, O Lord 

When the Gospel ends, the reader says; 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise to you, O Christ  

 

A sermon or homily, or a period of silent reflection, may follow the Gospel. 

A profession of faith is made. The congregational response to each section is: 

 We believe and trust in him. 

At the end, the congregation respond: 

 This is our faith; we believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 

The Intercession 

Prayers are offered; the person leading the prayers may end each section by saying: 

Lord in your mercy or Lord, hear us 

 Hear our prayer   Lord, graciously hear us 

 

At the end of the intercession all say; 

 May God, who gives us the light of his grace,  

 grant that we may come to behold the light of his glory; Amen  
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The Ministry of the Sacrament  

The President introduces the Peace, saying: 

In the tender mercy of our God the dayspring from on high shall break upon us; to give light to 
those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 And also with you. 

The President takes the bread and wine; prayers are offered in thanksgiving for each of the 
elements and the congregation respond to each petition by saying: 

 Blessed be God for ever. 

The President may also use a seasonal offertory prayer.  

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here 

 His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts 

 We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 It is right to give thanks and praise 

The President begins the Eucharistic Prayer with a seasonal preface, which ends: 

… with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious 
name, for ever praising you and saying; 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The President continues with the Narrative of Institution, concluding with: 

Great is the mystery of faith; 

 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come in glory. 

 

The prayer continues; and finally concludes with the President saying: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever;  

 Amen.   
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 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray; 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 

 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread; 

 forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; 

 for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying; 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ; 

 Though we are many, we are one body  

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us; 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us; 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 

 

The President receives communion on behalf of the people, saying; 

The gifts of God for the People of God; 

 Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord; to the glory of God the Father 

 

If members of the congregation are participating via the internet they may wish to use this prayer 
privately during the time communion is distributed: 

Blessed Lord, in union with the faithful throughout the world, at every altar of your church 
where the Eucharist is being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. 

Since I cannot now receive you in the sacrament I invite you to come spiritually into my heart.  

I unite myself to you and embrace you with heart and mind and soul. 

Let nothing ever separate you from me so that I may live and die in your love. 

Amen  

 

The President says the seasonal post-communion prayer after which all say; 

 Generous God, you have fed us at your heavenly table.  

 Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit that when the Lord comes again we may shine as 
lights before him, who is alive and reigns in glory for ever. Amen   
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Notices may be given.  

 

The Dismissal 

The Lord be with you 

 And also with you  

 

A seasonal blessing is used, which ends: 

… the blessing of God almighty, the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and 
remain with us for ever.  

 Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord;  

 In the name of Christ; Amen. 


