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Thank you for joining us today, whether you are in the building 
or worshiping online.

Please note the following guidelines for worship in the building.These are 
gestures of the care we have for one another.

• You are welcome to wear a face mask.
• At the Peace you are invited to shake hands with neighbours, but please 

be respectful of those who would rather share the peace in non-physical 
ways.

• If you are feeling unwell, please return home and join us online if possible. 

Filming

This service is being streamed live to our public Facebook page. The 
camera focuses on the clergy and other contributors only for most of the 
service but turns to face the congregation at times, in the central block of 
seating between the pillars. If you wish to avoid being on camera, please 
sit on the south side area and let a steward know if you would like to 
receive communion. We will be filming the reading of the Gospel from 
halfway down the central aisle. Please note people sitting in pews 
immediately around this may be caught on camera at this point.

Supporting St Martin's

In line with health advice we have reintroduced cash offerings as part of 
our worship. You are also invited to give in other ways:

online at https://stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving 

by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message)



 The Gathering
 Welcome

 Please stand. Silence is kept.

 The Greeting
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All  Though in many places, we are united as one body.
 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

 Opening Hymn 
1 Jesus calls us here to meet him 
 as through word and song and prayer 
 we affirm God's promised presence 
 where his people live and care. 
 Praise the God who keeps his promise; 
 praise the Son who calls us friends; 
 praise the Spirit who, among us, 
 to our hopes and fears attends. 
2 Jesus calls us to confess him 
 Word of Life and Lord of all, 
 sharer of our flesh and frailness 
 saving all who fail or fall. 
 Tell his holy human story; 
 tell his tales that all may hear; 
 tell the world that Christ in glory 
 came to earth to meet us here. 
3 Jesus calls us to each other:     
 vastly different though we are;     
 creed and colour, class and gender     
 neither limit nor debar.
 Join the hand of friend and stranger;   
 join the hands of age and youth;     
 join the faithful and the doubter     
 in their common search for truth.                            continued...

1



4 Jesus calls us to his table     
 rooted firm in time and space,     
 where the church in earth and heaven     
 finds a common meeting place. 
 Share the bread and wine, his body;     
 share the love of which we sing;     
 share the feast for saints and sinners     
 hosted by our Lord and King.  
 John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958)
 

 Confession
 Please sit or kneel. Silence is kept.

Let us confess our sins to the God who knows our hearts and longs 
to embrace us and restore us to life.

We are hungry but have looked for food in the wrong places.
 Lord, have mercy
All Lord, have mercy 
 We have turned our hunger into greed. 
 Christ, have mercy
All Christ, have mercy 

 We have found good food but kept it to ourselves. 
 Lord, have mercy
All Lord, have mercy

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

 Please stand.
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 Gloria in Excelsis
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 Collect
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify 
and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and 
the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 Please sit.

 The Liturgy of the Word 

 First Reading   Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20   read by Mel Adams
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah. Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! 
Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to 
me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had 
enough of burnt-offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not 
delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come 
to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my 
courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination 
to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— I cannot 
endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your 
appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to 
me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I 
will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I 
will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, let 
us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the 
good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured 
by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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 Second Reading   Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16   read by Deborah Whalley
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith 
Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, 
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old - and Sarah 
herself was barren - because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ All of these died in faith 
without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear 
that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land 
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 
But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. 

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

 Gospel Hymn   
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
 whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
 be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

continued...
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3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

continued after Gospel reading

 Gospel Reading   Luke 12: 32-40
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Be dressed for action 
and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master 
to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. But know this: if the 
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Hymn   continued
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
 Jan Struther (1901-1953) 

 Please sit.

 Sermon   Revd Richard Carter

 Anthem   Be thou my vision   Bob Chilcott
)
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 Please stand

 Nicene Creed
All We believe in one God,
  the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is,
  seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father;
  through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
  who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
  who has spoken through the prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come.
  Amen. 

 Please sit or kneel.
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 The Prayers of Intercession   led by Neil MacGregor

 The response to the prayers is:
 Lord, in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.
 And, at the end:
 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of your Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

 Please stand.

 The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 The Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

 A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the  
 following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10  
  plus one standard rate message).

 Offertory Hymn 

1 Thy hand, O God, has guided
 thy flock, from age to age;
 the wondrous tale is written,
 full clear, on every page;
 our forebears owned thy goodness,
 and we their deeds record;
 and both of this bear witness;
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.

continued...
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2 Thy heralds brought glad tidings
 to greatest, as to least;
 they bade them rise, and hasten
 to share the great King's feast;
 and this was all their teaching,
 in every deed and word,
 to all alike proclaiming
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.
3 Through many a day of darkness,
 through many a scene of strife,
 the faithful few fought bravely,
 to guard the nation's life.
 The Gospel of redemption,
 sin pardoned, hope restored,
  was all in this enfolded:
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.
4 And we, shall we be faithless?
 Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
 Shall we evade the conflict,
 and cast away our crown?
 Not so: in God's deep counsels
 some better thing is stored;
 we will maintain, unflinching,
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.
5 Thy mercy will not fail us,
 nor leave thy work undone;
 with thy right hand to help us,
 thy victory shall be won;
 And then, by all creation
 thy name shall be adored,
 and this shall be our anthem:
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.
 Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891)  

 The Preparation of the Table 
 The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 The gifts of the people are gathered and presented. The table is 

prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. The presider takes 
the bread and wine.
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 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
 the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
 for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All All things come from you, 
 and of your own do we give you. 

 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

God of time and eternity, we give you thanks and praise, that you 
weave the fabric of your purpose through the warp of our faith and 
the weft of our faithlessness. You meet us as you met Isaac and 
Jacob in the tents of our transience and prepare us as you prepared 
Abraham for the city of your joy. We make ourselves strangers and 
foreigners to you but you greet us in your Son; in his death and 
resurrection you bring us home to be the people of your possession.  
And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angels, and all the 
company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Loving God, you call us as your treasure, and you tell us that where 
your treasure is, your heart is also. In Jesus you lodge your heart 
among us, and in this sharing of your holy meal you place that heart 
at the heart of our lives. Now send down your Holy Spirit, that we may 
become holy as you are holy, and that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Who, at 
supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the 
bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my body which 
is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ After supper he took 
the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

Revealing God, as we perceive your Son, in the power of your Spirit, 
to be present in this bread and this wine, open our eyes to see your 
presence in all the places and people you make known your glory, so 
that when you come again on the last day, we shall recognise you by 
the company you keep, and you shall recognise us by the company 
we keep. Just as you have shown us that your heart is always with 
us, wherever our hearts stray, so now draw our hearts always to be 
where your heart is. As you have made us your treasure on earth, 
transform us and your whole creation into your treasure in heaven, 
until the day when all hearts are drawn to you in the harmony of your 
praise, ever one God, our saviour and our friend.     

All Amen.

 Please sit or kneel.

 The Lord's Prayer 
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own first language.

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins 
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 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  Amen.

 The Breaking of the Bread 
The body of Christ, broken for the life of the world 

All  Lord, unite us in this sign. 

 Agnus Dei

 The Giving of Communion 
Those who eat this bread will never be hungry. 

All  Lord, give us this bread always. 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion at St Martin's. Gluten-free wafers are 
available in the south aisle. Communicants are invited to use our one 
way system; walk up around the choir stall, join the altar rail and 
return to their seats via the centre. Both the north and south sides are 
also used for Communion. If you wish to receive Communion in your 
seat do let a steward know.
Our current practice at the altar rail is to either receive bread alone 
or to dip your wafer into the small amount of wine held in the 
Communion cup. All others may come forward for a prayer of blessing 
- please indicate this by bowing your head.
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Communion Anthem   It is well with my soul   Bliss, arr. Krishbaum

 Silence is kept.

 The Prayer after Communion
All Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that 

one true sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon 
and peace: by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of 
the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

 The Dismissal
 Notices

 Please stand.

 Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

 Thanksgiving Hymn 
1 All my hope on God is founded;
 he doth still my trust renew.
 Me through change and chance he guideth,
 only good and only true.
 God unknown, he alone
 calls my heart to be his own.
2 God's great goodness aye endureth,
 deep his wisdom, passing thought:
 splendour, light, and life attend him,
 beauty springeth out of nought.
 Evermore, from his store
 new-born worlds rise and adore.

continued...
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3 Daily doth th'Almighty giver
 bounteous gifts on us bestow;
 his desire our soul delighteth,
 pleasure leads us where we go.
 Love doth stand at his hand;
 joy doth wait on his command.
4 Still from earth to God eternal
 sacrifice of praise be done,
 high above all praises praising
 for the gift of Christ his Son.
 Christ doth call one and all:
 ye who follow shall not fall.
 Meine Hoffnung stehet feste, Joachim Neander (1650-1680), Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930)

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ, Amen.  

 Blessing Anthem   The Lord bless you and keep you   Rutter
 
 Organ Voluntary   
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If you present this service sheet in the Cafe in the Crypt or 
Courtyard Cafe today before 2pm you will be entitled to 30% 

off your tea and coffee. 

This will continue for the next four Sundays while our Parish 
Coffee Team are on holiday. Coffee in the Hall will resume on 

Sunday 4 September.


