Arrangements for Public Worship - Communion during Covid 19
Background 
The procedures outlined below have been formulated following discussions with our Area Dean, Jonathan Carmyllie, and take account of Anglican and Diocesan advice Services will be different from what we are used to. The services will be shorter, lasting approximately 30 minutes. This will be a said service - using the form of the old 8.30am service. There will be no singing. You will not be able to shake hands in the peace. Communion will be given in one kind (bread) only. There will be limited numbers allowed in church. Some pews will therefore be blocked off - you may not be able to sit in your usual place. Only three people may sit in any one pew - apart from household groups. 
Contact details will also be taken in case they are needed for tracking and tracing should a case of Covid 19 occur. A record of those attending is to be made and retained for 21 days. The name of the person (or lead person if in a group) is to be recorded together with a contact phone number. If weather conditions are favourable doors will be open and remain open throughout the service, so as to provide some ventilation. No refreshments will be served after the service. This pattern of worship will continue until the end of September when it will be reviewed and changes may be made. 
Limited Numbers An audit of our seating in the light of the guidelines indicates that we can seat a maximum of 42 people. We are considering how best to restrict the numbers attending services (the irony is immense!) in the light of the rules. We think it unlikely that families with children will attend a said communion; some people have expressed concern about going into a social situation; normal weekly attendances are around 40; accordingly it is possible that the problem may not exist. We are reviewing possible procedures and will advise but it is likely that a ‘first come first served’ system will be best, albeit at the risk of disappointment to some. If anyone has a bright practical solution we would be glad to hear! 
Arrival and preparation Church will open 15 minutes before services start. Entry is to be via the main door, through the porch of the bell tower You are encouraged to bring your own hand gel sanitiser, but church will have sanitiser located as you come in and you will be asked to use them upon entering and exiting. 
Face coverings are mandatory inside the building. Access to pews can be via the central aisle or the side aisles. Appropriate numbers of service sheets will be placed in the pews prior to the start of the service, indicating suitable seating positions, so as to help with social distancing. Please leave them in the pew after the service. People are asked not to engage in conversation with other worshipers but to take their seats quietly. 
Communion A one way system will operate for communion. Wafers will be distributed by the clergy at the chancel steps - not at the altar rail. Access to take communion will therefore be to the chancel step down the central aisle only, one row at a time, please remain seated until the central aisle is clear. Walk up and stay in same order as in the pew so that on returning to the pew via the side aisle you will be in the correct order to retake your seat and use the same service sheet. Keep 2m apart. 
Departure At the end of the service please exit promptly via the main door in single file maintaining 2m social distancing. We would request that the people seated at the back pews leave first so those at the front will be last to exit. Please leave the service sheets in the pews. Please do not congregate at the back of church. Please leave in a quiet and orderly manner. As you leave please sanitise your hands 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND UNDERSTANDING 

