
An Order for the Agape (Fellowship Meal) Thursday April 1st 2021 (Maundy Thursday) 

Please have ready something to eat and something to drink: it would be good if you have a candle to light as well 

We come to serve One God, who calls us to unity as the family of God. Wherever we are, 
even when apart, we are one people, followers of Jesus, united in Him.’ 

Out of darkness came light 
And the power of God was revealed in the running wave  
and the flowing air, 
in the quiet earth and the shining stars. 

Out of the dust came life; 
And the image of God was revealed in the human face 
and the gentle heart, 
in the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul 

Out of justice came freedom; 
And the wisdom of God was revealed 
in the need to grow and the will to love, 
in the chance to know and the power to choose. 

And God looked at the creation, 
And behold, it was very good.  

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. 

I will keep on thanking God 
With constant words of prayer. 
I will glory in the living God: 
The humble will hear and be glad. 

Let us pray. 
Living God, our loving parent; you cherish your creation and 
We praise you 
With earth, air, water, fire: in our element as your children, 
We praise you.. 
With our lips, with our lives, in all our diversity, each one 
made in your image, 
We praise you. 
Because, in Jesus, you came to share our human lives, our 
sorrow and joy, 
We praise you. 
Because your Spirit is at work today: encouraging, enabling, 
surprising us, 
We praise you.  
Poor as we are, you give us hope: 
Salt of the earth, you give us meaning and purpose and 
We praise you. 
Amen.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 



Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can you season it? 

Giving God, you blessed us with saltiness, 
But we became bland. 

You trusted us with your Word, 
But we did not keep it. 

You lit a flame in our midst, 
But we hid it under formality, 
Smothered it with our fears. 

God, in your mercy: 
Forgive us. 

(quiet) 

Forgiving God, we believe that you have called us 
To be salt and light; 

That you offer us time and space and strength 
To begin again.  

(quiet) 

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

Have salt in yourself and be at peace with one another. 
Amen 

The Collect for the day 

God our Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 
and drank the cup prepared for him: 
may we who share his table 
watch with him through the night of suffering 
and be faithful 
Amen 

1st Lesson: Exodus 12: 1 - 4, 11 - 14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 'This month shall be for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day 
of this month they shall take every man a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household; 
and if the household is too small for a lamb, then a man and his neighbour next to his house shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 

In this manner you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 
you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 
will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 



execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are; and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you, when I smite the 
land of Egypt. This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as an ordinance for ever. 

2nd Lesson: John 13: 1 - 17, 31 - 35 

Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world 
to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. And during supper, 
when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him,  Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 
rose from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel.  Then he poured water into a 
basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which he was girded. 
He came to Simon Peter; and Peter said to him, 'Lord, do you wash my feet?' 
Jesus answered him, 'What I am doing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.' 
Peter said to him, 'You shall never wash my feet.' Jesus answered him, 'If I do not wash you, you have no part 
in me.' 
Simon Peter said to him, 'Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!' 
Jesus said to him, 'He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over; 
and you are clean, but not every one of you.' For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
'You are not all clean.' 

When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his place, he said to them, 'Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 
If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
Jesus said, 'Now is the Son of man glorified, and in him God is glorified;  if God is glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
`Where I am going you cannot come.’  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.' 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

We give thanks to God for light: 
the light that shines from the candle, sign of Christ our 
Risen Lord: the light we give each other as we share our 
joy, our trust, our hope. 

Jesus Said: 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.' 

We light the candles 

The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 
Let us offer each other a sign of peace 



At our tables we come as brothers and sisters 
in the Holy Family of God.  
Taste and see that God is good. 

The Sharing 
Be present, be present, Lord Jesus, 
as you were in the midst of your disciples; 
and make yourself known to us as we share this food together: 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end.  
Amen. 

We 'break bread' – share our food and drink together 

We thank you, God, for our daily bread for the food  
which delights and nourishes us and for the 
companionship that sustains us. 
We thank you, too, for drink to quench our thirst and for the 
Living Water with which you surprise and enrich and 
transform our lives. 
Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Sending out 

When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it 
is possible, take this cup of suffering from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were not able to 
keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power 
of sinners.’ 

Christ was obedient unto death. Remain in his peace. 


