
Advent Sunday 
 

Readings and Prayers 

Collect 

 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light 
now in the time of this mortal life 
in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
Readings 
 
Second Lesson : 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I always thank God 
for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in 
every way - in all your speaking and in all your knowledge - because our testimony about Christ 
was confirmed in you.  Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God,  who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
 
 
Gospel : Mark 13:24-37 
"But in those days, following that distress, "`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light;  the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  "At that 
time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  And he will 
send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 
of the heavens.  "Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and 
its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that it is near, right at the door.  I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away.  "No-one knows about that day or hour, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard! Be alert! You do not 
know when that time will come.  It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.  
"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back 
- whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or at dawn.  If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!' " 
 
 
Text of Sermon 
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One of the things that characterises the British is an apparent obsession with the weather. We 
are internationally renowned for our need to make comment on matters of meteorology. But 
then again given the changeability of our maritime driven climate is that surprising. When I first 
came down to Cornwall to live well over 30 years ago one of the first things I was told was “If 
you don’t like the weather wait 5 mins” I was quickly introduced to Liquid Sunshine and all the 
rest. As someone who sails, as indeed many of you do, I know the importance of watching the 
signs of weather. As an Engineer I spend my working life surveying roads, analysing the 
information and using this to make roads as safe and serviceable as they can be. It is therefore 
good to know the signs. 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent the season of preparation for the coming of Emmanuel – 
God with us. So quite naturally our readings follow that theme. If we look firstly at the gospel 
reading we hear from Mark a reading which to some extent parallels the readings from 
Matthew over the last couple of weeks ago. The context is that Jesus has said things will be 
tough, people will feel they are being tested and that the world is coming to an end. Do we 
take this literally, do we equate natural phenomena like hurricanes, tidal waves, floods and 
that like with such end times. In this time of COVID 19 and warning of economic hardship to 
come it might be easy to think that way. But of course pandemics, natural disaster and 
economic depressions do happen and these times do pass. What these things do though is to 
make humanity in its haughtiness realise that actually we are not quite as powerful as we think 
we are and ultimately, for all our technology we cannot control the climate or the natural 
phenomena of the weather or the unprecedented effect of a new strain of a rather common 
virus. We can no more control these things than we can the time of the Lord’s return. 
Paul tells us that we need to understand that we need to be ready we should stand up, raise 
our heads for our redemption is nearer than it once was. 
Jesus tells his disciples a story about a fig-tree and a man leaving his house in the care of his 
servants – clear metaphors for the kingdom and the people of the kingdom. If we knew what 
was to happen then we would be ready. But we don’t know do we, nevertheless we should be 
ready and going about the Lord’s business ready for the master’s `return and coming of the 
Kingdom. This Kingdom the King of whom we heard about last week. 
The Kingdom of heaven is so we are told like: 
A Mustard seed, yeast that makes a dough, treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price 
and many, many more examples. 
This Kingdom is about repentance, forgiveness of sins, reconciliation and new life. New life 
based on acceptance by God of us his children just as we are. All of us are loved and valued 
by God for just exactly who and what we are. 
Advent is about preparing for the coming of this Kingdom and its establishment on earth both 
in the transforming presence of the anointed one of God, the messiah, Jesus – Christ the King 
and its eventual fulfilment at the end of time.  
And we ourselves should prepare, for know the coming of the King and his Kingdom is drawing 
nearer. As the prophet Isaiah tells:  
 
“In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the 
mountains;  
it will be exalted above the hills,  
   and all nations will stream to it. 
   3 Many peoples will come and say, 
   “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  
   to the temple of the God of Jacob.  
He will teach us his ways,  
   so that we may walk in his paths.”  
The law will go out from Zion,  
   the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  
4 He will judge between the nations  
   and will settle disputes for many peoples.  
They will beat their swords into plowshares  
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   and their spears into pruning hooks.  
Nation will not take up sword against nation,  
   nor will they train for war anymore. 
   5 Come, descendants of Jacob,  
   let us walk in the light of the LORD.” 
 
 
So as we prepare for Christmas and the coming of our King we need to be on guard, but not 
bowed down with fear and worry, because bad things do happen, they always have and they 
always will. What we need to do is to take courage and stay faithful doing the things that the 
Lord would have us do. Watching, praying, preaching the Good News, living out the Gospel 
and working for the establishment of the values of the Kingdom.  
 
Amen 
 

 
Words to Hymns 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for favoured sinners slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 
 alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Every eye shall now behold him 
 robed in dreadful majesty; 
 those who set at naught and sold him, 
 pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
 deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
 shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
 still his dazzling body bears; 
 cause of endless exultation 
 to his ransomed worshippers: 
 with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 gaze we on those glorious scars. 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly, 
 alleluia! come, Lord, come! 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788), Martin Madan (1726-1790), John Cennick (1718-1755) 
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Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
  
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
 Chorus  
  
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
 Chorus  
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 
 Chorus  
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 
 Chorus  
 
Bernadette Farrell (born 1957) 
© 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo Portland OR 97213. All rights 
reserved.  Used with permission. 
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Long ago, prophets knew 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Long ago, prophets knew  
 Christ would come, born a Jew,  
 come to make all things new;  
 bear his People's burden,  
 freely love and pardon.  
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 When he comes,  
 when he comes,   
 who will make him welcome?  
 
2 God in time, God in man,  
 this is God's timeless plan:  
 he will come, as a man,  
 born himself of woman,  
 God divinely human.  
 Chorus  
 
3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 
 she believed, she obeyed. 
 In her womb, God is laid: 
 till the time expected, 
 nurtured and protected, 
 Chorus  
 
4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethl'em shines, like a star, 
 stable door stands ajar. 
 unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 Jesus comes!  
 Jesus comes!  
 We will make him welcome!  
 
 
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
© 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 


