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The Gathering 

SONG:  1341 O God beyond all praising 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
God is able to provide us with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, 
we may share abundantly in every good work. 

cf. 2 Corinthians 9.8 
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving, 

and enter his courts with praise. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord 

and bless his name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever. 
cf. Psalm 100.4-5 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE    Please sit down 

As those who know the generosity of God, 
let us confess our sins, 
especially the ways in which we take his good gifts for granted. 
 
Creative God, you have gifted us with your creation, 
yet we take your good gifts for granted; 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Gracious God, you bless us each day, 
yet we forget to be thankful; 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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Generous God, you offer new life through your Son, 
yet we turn away from you; 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA      Please stand 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
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THE COLLECT  
God of grace, ever creating and restoring, 
you breathe life into all things 
and embrace us with an everlasting love; 
help us to grow in wonder and awe, 
to embody a spirit of gratitude, 
and to dream generous dreams; 
that, in gathering what we have, 
we may graciously offer ourselves 
to accomplish what you will, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

FIRST BIBLE READING:   2 Corinthians 9: 6-15  Please sit 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of 
you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough 
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is 
written, 
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
   his righteousness endures for ever.’ 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the 
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but 
also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of 
this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of 
the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them 
and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of 
the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God 
for his indescribable gift! 
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At the end the reader says: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SONG:  170 Give thanks with a grateful heart 

 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Luke 17: 5-10   Please stand 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ The Lord replied, ‘If 
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey you. 

‘Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 
ploughing or tending sheep in the field, “Come here at once and take 
your place at the table”? Would you not rather say to him, “Prepare 
supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; 
later you may eat and drink”? Do you thank the slave for doing what 
was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were 
ordered to do, say, “We are worthless slaves; we have done only what 
we ought to have done!”’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

THE CREED      Please stand   
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS   Please sit 

This or another response will be used: 
Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
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St John’s Prayer for Growth 
God of mission, you give fresh life to St John’s. 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our activities, 
and power to our witness,  
that we may grow in love and commitment to you, 
in number of disciples, 
and in loving service to our neighbours 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Source of all life and giver of all that is good, 
hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 

to serve you with joy forever.  Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

THE PEACE    Please stand  

May we be made strong, enduring everything with patience, while joyfully 
giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled us to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the light. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
SONG:  153 For the fruits of his creation 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Eternal God and Father, 
all things are in your making. 
In fulfilment of your promise 
you have showered us with blessings 
and filled us with your gifts. 
You form us in your image, the first fruits of your creation, 
and by your Holy Spirit embed within us generous hearts 
that we may be channels of your self-giving love. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
you have freed us from our sins 
and made us a kingdom of priests 
to serve you with joy for ever. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing; 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 



9 

 

‘Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
‘Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
  made once for all upon the cross.   
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection  
until he comes in glory. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life,  
help us to work together for that day  
when your kingdom comes  
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms,  
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  
for ever and ever.   

Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Coming before you with thankful hearts, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
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THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The President receives communion, gives communion to the other ministers 
on the dais and then to the congregation.   

 

AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
around your table we taste your generosity and your sacrificial love; 
help us to be rooted, grafted, and built in you, 
that in all we are and all we do, 
we may show forth abundant thanksgiving 
and live lives of immeasurable gratitude; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood  
of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 
SONG:  506 How great thou art 

 
The Sending Out 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
The God of grace enrich us in every way, 
with hearts overflowing with thanksgiving to God; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayer for the Church of England, material from 
which is included in this service, is copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
CCLI Licence No: 426195  


