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The Gathering 
 
SONG     
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name.  
 
Come, let us follow where our Captain trod, 
our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 
 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw us unto thee. 
 
Let every race and every language tell 
of him who saves our souls from death and hell. 
 
Set up thy throne, that earth's despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace. 
 
For thy blest cross which doth for all atone 
creation's praises rise before thy throne. 
 
 
Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956), George William Kitchin (1827-1912) 
 
 
 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
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Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE      
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

 
Silence is kept 
 
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight: 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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May the God of love and power  
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
Lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
FIRST BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SONG   
It is a thing most wonderful, 
almost too wonderful to be, 
that God's own Son should come from heav'n, 
and die to save a child like me. 
 
And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died 
for love of those who loved him not. 
 
But even could I see him die, 
I could but see a little part 
of that great love which, like a fire, 
is always burning in his heart. 
 
It is most wonderful to know 
his love for me so free and sure; 
but 'tis more wonderful to see 
my love for him so faint and poor. 
 
And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 
and I will love thee more and more, 
until I see thee as Thou art. 
 
William Walsham How (1823-1897) 
 

 
THE GOSPEL READING: John 12:20-33 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 
‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their 
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.  

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me 
from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken 
to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was 
to die. 

At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
THE CREED        
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS  
This response may be used: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



8 

 

St John’s Prayer for Growth 
God of mission, you give fresh life to St John’s. 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our activities, 
and power to our witness,  
that we may grow in love and commitment to you, 
in number of disciples, 
and in loving service to our neighbours 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.] 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
THE PEACE 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God  
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
SONG    
Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity, 
in perfect harmony, the man who is God: 
Lord of eternity dwells in humanity, 
kneels in humility and washes our feet. 
 
O what a mystery, meekness and majesty: 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God, 
this is your God! 
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Father’s pure radiance, perfect in innocence, 
yet learns obedience to death on a cross: 
suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice; 
and, as they crucify, prays, ‘Father, forgive.’ 
 

O what a mystery, meekness and majesty: 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God, 
this is your God! 
 
Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible, 
Love indestructible in frailty appears. 
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, 
lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne. 
 
O what a mystery, meekness and majesty: 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God, 
this is your God! 
 

Graham Kendrick ©1986 Thankyou Music/Capitol CMG 
Publishing/Integritymusic.com 
 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 
The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 
and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
He is the victim who dies no more, 
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love, 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
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Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
Trusting in the compassion of God,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup: 

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God  
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.  Amen. 
 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The President receives communion and then gives communion to the other 
ministers on the dais.   

 
AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us  
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for you: 
Give us the will to be the servant of others 
as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.   

Amen. 
 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Refresh and sustain us 
as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SONG  
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the cross of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 
spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
then am I dead to all the globe, 
and all the globe is dead to me. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  

The Sending Out 
 
THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Christ crucified draw you to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sins forgiven;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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