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The Parish Church of  
St John the Baptist, Wakefield 

 

Holy Communion 
at Easter 

The Gathering 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
SONG    
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the Cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 
 
But the pains that he endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia! 
 

Surrexit Christus hodie Anonymous Latin, Lyra Davidica (1708), Compleat 
Psalmodist (1749 Arnold), Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE      
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.  Let us therefore rejoice 
by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and 
true heart. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love and power  
forgive us and free us from our sins,  
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,  

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GLORIA      
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God,  Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
Strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
FIRST BIBLE READING: Acts 3:12-19 
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence 
of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the 
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 
you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. 
To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 
you. 
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.’ 
 
At the end the reader says: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
SONG   
Love's redeeming work is done; 
fought the fight, the battle won: 
lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened Paradise. 
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Lives again our glorious King; 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.   

Alleluia! 
He has defeated the powers of death.   

Alleluia! 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing.   

Alleluia! 
He has the words of eternal life.   

Alleluia! 

 
THE GOSPEL READING    Luke 24:36b-48 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 
seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do 
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doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it 
is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to 
eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in 
their presence. 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
THE CREED        
Let us declare our faith  
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received 
and this we believe.  Amen.  



7 

 

THE PRAYERS   
This or another response may be used 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 
St John’s Prayer for Growth 
God of mission, you give fresh life to St John’s. 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our activities, 
and power to our witness,  
that we may grow in love and commitment to you, 
in number of disciples, 
and in loving service to our neighbours 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
THE PEACE    
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
   and said, ‘Peace be with you.’   
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
SONG   
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
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Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
he is the King of creation. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth, 
Jesus has died and has risen. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
 
We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live for ever. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
 
God has proclaimed the just reward, 
Life for all men, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
 
Come let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Saviour. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
give praise to his name. 
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Don Fishel © 1973 International Liturgy Publications/Song Solutions CopyCare 
CCLI Song Number 32376 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts  
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them to the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover,  
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing forever the hymn of your glory. 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



10 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather in to one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour 
has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!   
 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look kindly on you and give you peace.  Amen. 
 
The President receives communion, gives communion to the other ministers 
on the dais and then to the congregation.   
 

AFTER COMMUNION 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples  
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
God of truth, 
we have seen with our eyes 
 and touched with our hands the bread of life: 
Strengthen our faith 
that we may grow in love for you and for each other; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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SONG   
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment, rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Lo!  Jesus meets us risen from the tomb, 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is nought without thee, aid us in our strife. 
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Edmund L Budry (1854-1932), translated by Richard B Hoyle (1875-1939) 

 

 
The Sending Out 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
God the Father,  
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   

Amen. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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