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The Parish Church of  
St John the Baptist, Wakefield 

 

Holy Communion 
at Easter 

The Gathering 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
SONG    
The day of resurrection,  
Earth, tell it out abroad! 
the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 
our God hath brought us over  
with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents,  
may hear so calm and plain, 
his own ‘All Hail,’ and hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
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Now let the heavens be joyful,  
and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen  
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen,  
our joy that hath no end. 
 
John of Damascus (c. 675-749) translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE      
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.  Let us therefore rejoice 
by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and 
true heart. 
 
Silence is kept 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love and power  
forgive you and free you from your sins,  
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,  

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA      

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God,  Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts,  
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father.   

Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
FIRST BIBLE READING: Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought 
the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
At the end the reader says: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SONG   
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again,  
like wheat that springs up green. 
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In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again,  
like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for the three days in the grave had lain, 
back from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again,  
like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
then your touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again,  
like wheat that springs up green. 
 
John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958) 
© Oxford University Press 

 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.   

Alleluia! 
He has defeated the powers of death.   

Alleluia! 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing.   

Alleluia! 
He has the words of eternal life.   

Alleluia! 
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THE GOSPEL READING    John 20:19-31 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them  

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen 
the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  
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At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
THE CREED        
Let us declare our faith  
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received 
and this we believe.   
Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS        
This or another response may be used 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
THE PEACE    
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
   and said, ‘Peace be with you.’   
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

SONG   
This joyful Eastertide,  
away with sin and sorrow.  
My Love, the Crucified,  
has sprung to life this morrow:  
Had Christ, who once was slain,  
ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
our faith had been in vain: 
but now hath Christ arisen,  
arisen, arisen, arisen!  
 
My flesh in hope shall rest,  
and for a season slumber: 
till trump from east to west 
shall wake the dead in number. 
Had Christ, who once was slain,  
ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
our faith had been in vain: 
but now hath Christ arisen,  
arisen, arisen, arisen!  
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Death’s flood hath lost its chill,  
since Jesus crossed the river: 
lover of souls, from ill 
my passing soul deliver: 
Had Christ, who once was slain,  
ne’er burst his three-day prison,  
our faith had been in vain: 
but now hath Christ arisen,  
arisen, arisen, arisen!  

George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934) 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER        
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts  
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them to the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover,  
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing forever the hymn of your glory. 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather in to one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour 
has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!   
 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look kindly on you and give you peace.  Amen. 
 
The President receives communion, gives communion to the other ministers 
on the dais and then to the congregation.   
 

AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
Deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
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God of truth, 
we have seen with our eyes 
 and touched with our hands the bread of life: 
Strengthen our faith 
that we may grow in love for you and for each other; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SONG  
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the Cross a victim 
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 
 
Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 
then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave; 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 
 
Christ is risen, we are risen, 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 
that we, with our hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be, 
and by angel-hands be gathered  
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 
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Alleluia, Alleluia! 
glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Saviour, 
Who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
to the Triune Majesty. 
 
Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) 

 
The Sending Out 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
God the Father,  
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and  the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 
be among you and remain with you always.   

Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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