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St John’s Church Wakefield 
13 September 2020 

Forgiveness for everyone 
 

We gather 
Opening Prayer 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognise his presence with us. 

Silence is kept 

As God’s people we have gathered: 

let us worship him together. 

 
Opening Activity 
 
We Say Sorry 
Jesus says, ‘Freely you have received, freely give.’ 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus says, ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ 
Christ have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Jesus says, ‘Forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Prayer for Today 

Merciful God,  
your Son came to save us 
and bore our sins on the cross: 
May we trust in your mercy 
and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness 
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

We listen 

Bible Reading:  Matthew 18:21-35  
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you,  
seventy-seven times. 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay 
what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he 
went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his 
fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then 
his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 
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had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire 
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Talk 
 

We respond 
Statement of Faith 
Let’s speak out together what we believe: 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Prayers      
During our prayers this response will be used: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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St John’s Prayer for growth: 

God of mission, you give fresh life to St John’s. 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our activities, 
and power to our witness,  
that we may grow in love and commitment to you, 
in number of disciples, 
and in loving service to our neighbours 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
At the end we say: 
Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

We share in Holy Communion 
 

 
The Peace  We stand 

Jesus said: 
‘Love one another. 
As I have loved you,  
so you are to love one another.’ 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
The Lord is here 

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is always right to give you thanks, 
God our Creator, 
loving and faithful, 
holy and strong. 
 
You made us 
and the whole universe, 
and filled your world with life. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father, on the night before he died, 
Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
He took the bread, and thanked you. 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
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After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood, 
the new promise of God's unfailing love. 
Do this to remember me. 
 
Jesus Christ has died. 

Jesus Christ has died. 

Jesus Christ is risen. 

Jesus Christ is risen. 
Jesus Christ will come again. 

Jesus Christ will come again. 

Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
and remember his death and resurrection, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share these gifts 
may be fed by Christ's body and his blood. 

Pour your Spirit on us 
that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, 
and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 
For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
one God, for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Draw near with faith.  
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  
which he gave for you  
and his blood which he shed for you.  
Eat and drink  
in remembrance that he died for you  
and feed on him in your hearts  
by faith with thanksgiving.   

 

The Giving of Communion 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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The President receives communion and then gives communion to the 
other ministers on the dais.  Then the congregation comes forward to 
receive communion.   

 
Prayer after Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Lord, 
we have broken your bread 
and received your life. 
By the power of your Spirit 
keep us always in your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

We go out to serve God 
Blessing 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you, 

evermore.   Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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