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 Dear Shirley,

APRIL 2023 NEWSLETTER
Bishop Bev’s Easter Message

Hope for our diocese.
Easter is the greatest ever story
of hope!  Jesus’s story is one
where his resurrection smashes
through the despair of death. It’s

a story of life overcoming death and goodness
triumphing over evil.
 
woe - because life is tough. We can’t switch off to
what’s happening round about us – that would be
to deny our lived reality.  But without hope, we
may find ourselves spiralling into despondency.
 The ongoing cost of living crisis is biting hard.
So many of us are making tough decisions to try
to mitigate sinking into debt, and to compound
this, we hear talk of decline and financial
challenge in our churches and in our diocese. 
The very places designed and intended for
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The very places designed and intended for
blessing and singing the song of Easter hope,
risk becoming obstacles, locking us in the
emptiness and despondency of Holy Saturday.
 
And my word we need hope!
We are surrounded by tales of what’s happening
round about us – that would be to deny our lived
reality.  But without hope, we may find ourselves
spiralling into    despondency.  The ongoing cost
of living crisis is biting hard. So many of us are
making tough decisions to try to mitigate sinking
into debt, and to compound this, we hear talk of
decline and financial challenge in our churches
and in our diocese.  The very places designed
and intended for blessing and singing the song
of Easter hope, risk becoming obstacles, locking
us in the emptiness and despondency of Holy
Saturday.
 
For the disciples, the crucifixion of Jesus,
plunged them into grief and despair. On Holy
Saturday it probably felt like there was no way
out and no hope.  Dreams were shattered; they
were at once without direction or purpose. 
Everything would have felt meaningless.  Some
walked away. I wonder how this resonates for so
many of us in our churches and beyond. 
For us, we are resurrection people.  We know the
story of Jesus overcoming death itself as the one
who is The Resurrection; of his coming
alongside those who were walking away, so that
they would return and sing the song of life



they would return and sing the song of life
overcoming death and of God’s mighty deeds in
Jesus.  We know the story that God is
outworking his purpose in the world and that by
the gift of the Holy Spirit in us, we the baptised
are participants in Jesus’ mission, today and
tomorrow and until he comes in glory.
Our churches all have stories of hope because
Jesus is in the church.  Where Jesus is present,
we can expect to see the transformation and
signs of resurrection.  Our diocese, too, has a
story of hope emerging from those engaging with
the Fit for Mission priorities:  introducing people
to Jesus, growing Christian leaders, deepening
discipleship and working for justice. Stories of
hope are emerging in every worshipping
community; stories of kindness; stories of
activity and activism and stories of conversion.
All this is bound up in the story of the one who
was crucified for us; who rose on Easter Sunday
and who equipped his disciples to sing the song
of God’s wondrous love for humanity and the
world. Today, as disciples of Jesus, we are
tasked with the same mandate to serve in his
name, to call people back to the Cross of Christ
so that all may know the love and life-giving-ness
of the Resurrection and by Jesus’ love mingled
with ours, to show that love in the world.
This Easter, I pray you may know the hope of
Christ in fresh and palpable ways so that your
heart is set on fire with love for Him, and as you
share this same hope in the community you love



share this same hope in the community you love
and among the people you serve. 
Christ is Risen and his Spirit is with us.
PRAYER HARMONY
 ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of
the Lord!’  ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!’ Luke 19:38 
As we enter Holy Week and the season of Easter,
we thank God that He has brought us through
Lent with a heightened sense of His presence,
and a resolve to serve Him more deeply in our
lives.  Palm Sunday reminds us of the fickleness
of the crowds, and how easy it is to play safe in
our lives and fail to show our devotion to Christ
as we should.  As we approach Good Friday, we
pray for all the preparations that are being made
for the Passion Play in the Pool gardens, for the
people who will play the parts and the crew that
will manage the stage arrangements. We ask that
God will bless them in this Witness to the
Gospel, and bring them joy in their efforts.  We
give thanks that the Churches of Formby will
unite in their declaration of faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, to the people of the town.
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the
cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING
OF THE JEWS. John 19:19
We pray for the children on holiday over Easter,
asking God to protect them from the evils that
can be around them, the evils of drugs and peer
pressure to do what they know is wrong, the
evils of neglect and abuse, the evils of being in
the wrong place at the wrong time. And we pray



the wrong place at the wrong time. And we pray
for the young people who will be facing exams
when they go back to school, with the stress and
worry that this can cause.  We pray that they will
be supported well by parents and teachers alike,
to temper their need to do well with their mental
and physical health.
St George’s Day reminds us of our national
concerns, so we pray for our government, that
they will ensure that every citizen is treated with
fairness and equality, without prejudice and
discrimination. We pray that all who come to this
country will be treated with courtesy and
consideration, and if in need of protection, will
receive it with a good heart.  We pray for the
complications of the Northern Irish borders and
the EU, that this will be managed and sorted so
that all may be able to get on with their lives
without the disruption that seems to be
happening.
And, most importantly, we give thanks to God for
the wonderful Resurrection of our Lord,
triumphing over sin and death and ensuring that
He will, without question, be with us always.
Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you!’ John 20:24
SERVICES & EVENTS IN APRIL
DATE HOLY TRINITY, FORMBY

The Church in the Village
ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, ALTCAR
The Church in the Fields

This week we are reading Jesus 100 chapters 88-95

Sunday 2nd April
Palm Sunday

8.30 am Holy Communion
9.15 am Parish Breakfast
10.00 am Family Worship
11.15 am Holy Communion

9.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 3rd 

April
10.00 am Cuppa & Chat Church Foyer
with sing along  

Wednesday 5th

April
.11.00 am Holy Communion 10.00 am Holy Communion

7.30 pm A Passiontide Cantata ‘Roll back the Stone’ 



April 7.30 pm A Passiontide Cantata ‘Roll back the Stone’ 

Thursday 6th

April
Maundy
Thursday

7.30 pm Service at Holy Trinity 6 pm Service at St Michaels

Friday 7th April
Good Friday

10 am Service at Holy Trinity
11.am Walk of Witness
11.30 am Passion Play
 

2 pm Hour at the Cross at St Michaels

Saturday 8th

April
Easter Eve

HT Fell Walking Club to Llangollen 7.45 pm Easter Vigil at St Michaels

This week we finish reading Jesus 100 chapters 96-100

Sunday 9th April
Easter Day

11.00 am joint Service for all the family
followed by Holy Communion

9.30 am
Holy Communion
1 pm-4 pm Open Day with tea & biscuits

Monday 10th

April

10.00 am Cuppa & Chat
in the Church Foyer
 

 

Wednesday 12th
April 11.00 am Holy Communion 10.00 am Holy Communion

Thursday 13th

 April
 

2.00 pm Mothers Union
In Jubilee Hall  

Saturday 15th

April
9.30 am Coffee Morning in Workshop
   

Sunday 16th

April
2nd Sunday of
Easter

8.30 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Family Worship
11.15 am Morning Worship

9.30 am
Holy Communion
10.15 am APCM

Monday 17th

April

09.30 Tiddler Toddlers, Parish Hall
10.00 Cuppa & Chat, Church Foyer
7.30 pm Holy Trinity APCM

 

Wednesday 19th

April

11.00 am Holy Communion
 
 

10.00 am Holy Communion

Saturday 23rd

April  
9.30 am Coffee Morning in Workshop  

Sunday 24th

April
3rd Sunday of
Easter
St Georges Day  
 

08.30 Holy Communion
10.00 Family Worship
11.15 Morning Worship

09.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 25th

April
09.30 Tiddler Toddlers, Parish Hall
10.00 Cuppa & Chat, Church Foyer  

Wednesday 27th

April  
11.00 Holy Communion 10.00 am Holy Communion

Saturday 29th

April
 9.30 am Coffee Morning in Workshop  

Sunday 30th

April
4th Sunday of
Easter
 

08.30 Holy Communion
10.00 Family Worship
11.15 Morning Worship

09.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 1st April
9.30 am Tiddler Toddlers, Parish Hall
10.00 am Cuppa & Chat, Church Foyer  

 
COMING UP -dates for your diary
 
Cantata at St Michael’s 



Cantata at St Michael’s 
Wednesday 5th April at 7.30 pm
'Roll Back the Stone' by Nick Perrin is a Cantata
for Holy Week which tells the Passion Story
through readings, hymns and choral music.
The music is light and attractive in style, yet the
words portray the drama of the story in
traditional manner.
Do come along to hear our joint benefice singers
perform this work.
 
Maundy Thursday Service 6th April at 6 pm at St
Michaels & All Angels.
7.30pm at Holy Trinity.
 
Good Friday Service
7th April, 10.00 am Service  Holy Trinity followed
by 11.00 am Walk of Witness and 11.20am
Passion Play.  
2.00 pm St Michael’s Hour at the Cross.
Easter Sunday
9th April 9.30 am Holy Communion St Michaels
1.00 pm -4.00 pm Open Day with tea, coffee,
biscuits.
11.00 am Service for all the family followed by
Holy Communion.
 
Julie’s Priesting. A joyous and special occasion.
3pm Saturday 10th June at Liverpool Cathedral.
All very welcome.
 



 
Joint Service 11 am Holy Communion Sunday
11th June followed with a BBQ at Holy Trinity to
celebrate Julie’s Priesting and first Communion.
 
Bishop John’s Installation at Liverpool Cathedral
Saturday 22nd April at 3pm. All very welcome.
 
Sunday 7th May
9.30 am Holy Communion St Michaels 11.00 am
Combined Parade Service at Holy Trinity to
celebrate The King’s Coronation. Followed by
coffee and cake.
 
Friday 12th May 7pm Eurovision Evening. Details
to follow.
 
Ascension Day
Service Thursday 18th May 7.30pm at St Luke’s
Formby
 
Sweet Friday 
Next Ladies evening is on Friday 21st April.
Details to follow.
 
Trinity St Peter's school was inspected by Ofsted
in February, and you can read the report, which
we are rightly proud of, here:
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50212525
As well as congratulating Mrs Pringle and her
staff on this fantastic recognition of the school, I
would like to express my thanks to Phillip, Nina,
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would like to express my thanks to Phillip, Nina,
Vanessa for their unstinting work as foundation
governors.
 
Flowers in Church Should you wish to donate to
the flower fund, please hand to Jenny in the
office. As you will know, flower costs have
increased and with Easter coming up extra
money would be much appreciated.
Thank you to all who have contributed in the past
to enable lovely flower displays in church. Anne
& Jenny
 
Wanted.!
A couple of volunteers please to carry out a few
repairs / renovations works around the Church.
A list is at the back of church.
Please add your name if you are able to help.
Funeral of Annie Jones 
Annie’s funeral will be on Wednesday 12th April. 
Southport Crematorium at 2pm.
Memorial Service in Church at 3pm.
Reception in the Parish Hall afterwards.
All welcome.
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