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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

This Week
Sunday 6th 10:00 am PARISH MASS - will be recorded

Concelebrant: Fr Cameron Abernethy
followed by Guided Prayer Session led by
Father Cameron
11:40 am Baptism of Bonita Burnside

Monday 7th St Ambrose
Tuesday 8th See below - 9th December
Wednesday 9th 9:30 am MASS

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(Transferred from 8 December)

Thursday 10th Feria
Friday 11th St Damasus

11:45 Funeral of Sheila Robinson at Darlington
Crematorium

Saturday 12h Feria
Sunday 13th Third Sunday of Advent

10:00 am PARISH MASS - will be recorded.
Following Mass - Guided Prayer Session

Videoing of Services
Although we are again able to engage in public worship, we intend
to continue the videoing of our Parish Mass and make it available
for viewing on the Facebook and YouTube platforms. For technical
reasons we are unable to ‘livestream’ our services with an
acceptable video quality - hence the recording of services.
During themonth of Novemberwe had a total of just over 200 views
- an average of 50 per week. Undoubtedly that figure will include
some people who would be worshipping with us here, but who are
unwell or self isolating; it also seems we have a wider following!
You can help increase the number of people who view our
services. Simply view a service on the St James’ Facebook page
and click the ‘Like’ button. Then, in the future when you view a
service, you will also get to see a ‘Share’ button. When you click on
this all of your Facebook friends get to see the St James’ page. If
you do this we are highly likely to obtain more subscribers and
viewers on our channel. Give it a go!!

Intercessions
In your prayers please remember:

The Sick:
Stuart Nicholson; Johnny Miller; John & Brenda Ridley; Andrea;
Evelyn Kelsey; Fletcher Sales; Louise Taylor; Andrew Gwilliam;
Edie Simmons; Stewart; John Summeril; Margaret Gillan; John
Shortland; Nora; Connie Fuller; Catherine Arsley; Edna Cavanagh;
Michael; Caroline; Father Chris Sterry.

The Recently Departed:
Sheila Robinson

Those to be Baptised Today
Bonita Burnside

(These names are all listed with permission/by request)

Years Mind
6th Ethel Dixon; Doris Young;Raymond Robinson
7th Emmanuel Bennett; Margaret Haw; Edith Evans;

Donald MacDonald
8th Frederick Beckwith; Stephen Cox
9th -
10th John Leafe, Amy Thornton; Meggie Fairlamb;

Alice Jones; Gladys Edwards; Stan Morris
11th John Hunter; Fr Arthur Cross, Priest; Margaret Holmes
12th Herbert Young; Annie Devonport; Robert Lindsley;

Denis Mitchell

Advent Wreath Prayer
ADVENT 2 - THE PROPHETS:

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true,
to you be praise and glory for ever!

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets
but in our days you speak through your Son

whom you have appointed the heir of all things.
Grant us, your people, to walk in his light
that we may be found ready and watching

when he comes again in glory and judgement;
for you are our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God for ever. Amen.

A New Look to our Advent Devotions this Year
This Advent, three reflections after Sunday Mass will replace
the usual Wednesday Study Groups. The overall theme will be:

“Three Pathways of Prayer”
The sermon on the three Sundays commencing next Sunday,
6th December, will consist of a five-minute introduction to each
Sunday’s ‘Pathway’, as a ‘taster’ of what will follow.
At the end of Mass, there will be a 30-minute guided prayer
session exploring each Pathway. You are not obliged to stay
on for these but we very much hope you will.
Advent II Praying with our Everyday Lives Fr. Cameron
Advent III Praying with Scripture Fr. Michael
Advent IV Praying with Our Imagination Fr. Michael

Fr Cameron Abernethy is on the staff of St Mary’s Cockerton

Today we celebrate the Good News of God’s incredible love for all his
people. Every messenger of the Good News says the same thing: he
is coming to save you; he will make all things new; prepare a way for
him; take him to your heart.

Welcome!!
We are particularly pleased to welcome Father Cameron
Abernethy who is Concelebrating the Mass with Father Michael
and leading our Guided Prayer Session that is following Mass
this morning. “Welcome, Father Cameron!”

The Penitential Rite
Our Penitential Rite at the beginning of Mass this morning will
take the form of Asperges - that is the blessing of Holy Water
and sprinkling, which reminds us of our Baptism into new life in
Christ and the cleansing of the Holy Spirit. The Kyrie will be
sung (Cantor only) during the sprinkling. This replaces the
usual form of Confession.

Baptism
Please pray for Bonita Burnside who is to be baptised today at
11.40 a.m. and for her parents, Sarah and James, and her
Godparents. We are so pleased to welcome the Burnside
family today. The last baptism we had was just before the start
of the impact of pandemic on 7 February.



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

COLLECT
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
“Console my people, console them”
says your God.
“Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her
that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for all her crimes.”
A voice cries, “Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God.”
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 84
RESPONSE: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy

and give us your saving help.
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,

a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. R.

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. R.

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-14
A reading from the second letter of St Peter.
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that
with the Lord, “a day” canmean a thousand years, and a thousand
years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his
promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to
be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like
a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will
catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be
burnt up.
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should

be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the
Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and
the elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what
he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where
righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are
waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he
will find you at peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to
him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he
said, “Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his
sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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