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Service for the Institution and Induction  

of The Revd Trevor Thurston-Smith 

within a celebration of the Eucharist 
At St. Matthew’s Perry Beeches 

Wednesday 23rd February 

 

 

 
PREFACE: 

 

      Christians believe that God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, creates, 

redeems and sustains the world in love and is present and active in every time and 
place. God invites all people to participate in this. The Church, through its mission 

and ministry, seeks to respond to this invitation. 

 

      Our Church is part of the story of God amongst this community. The Church 

of England calls its ministers to make God’s love visible in the world, to walk with 
the people of God in the way of Christ and to discern and foster amongst them 

the gifts of the Spirit. Today marks a new stage in the developing life of the church 

as we welcome The Revd Trevor Thurston-Smith. In this service the Bishop 

institutes Father Trevor and shares the Cure of Souls with him as the Incumbent. 
The Archdeacon then inducts the new Incumbent into the legal aspects of the role 

and installs them in their seat or prayer desk. Taken together the three actions of 

institution, induction and installation, represent the breadth and responsibility of 

the ministry received, placing a prayerful response to God’s call at the heart of 

everything. 

 

Today the Church commemorates St Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna in the second century, 

and a disciple of the Apostle John. He was martyred for his faith in 155 AD and is 

regarded as one of the great Fathers of the Church. The readings at this evening’s service 
are those set for his Memorial.   
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The Gathering 
 

The Revd Canon Douglas Machiridza, the Area Dean, introduces the service.  

Hymn 
Please stand

1. Praise to the Holiest in the 

height, 

And in the depth be praise: 

In all His words most wonderful; 
Most sure in all His ways. 

2. O loving wisdom of our God, 

When all was sin and shame, 

A second Adam to the fight 

And to the rescue came. 

3. O wisest love! that flesh and 

blood 

Which did in Adam fail, 

Should strive afresh against the 

foe, 

Should strive and should prevail. 

 

 
 

 

4. And that a higher gift than grace 

Should flesh and blood refine, 

God’s presence, and his very self 

And essence all-divine. 

5. O generous love! that he, who 

smote 

in Man for man the foe 

The double agony in Man 

For man should undergo 

6. And in the garden secretly, 

And on the cross on high, 

Should teach his brethren, and 

inspire 

To suffer and to die. 

7. Praise to the Holiest in the 

height, 

And in the depth be praise: 

In all His words most wonderful; 
Most sure in all His ways. 

During the hymn, the Bishop’s procession enters, preceded by the Churchwardens. 

Greeting 
Bishop Grace, mercy and peace  

 from God our Father  

 and the Lord Jesus Christ  
 be with you 

All and also with you. 

 

The Bishop welcomes the people 

Prayers of Penitence 

Bishop God has called us to follow Christ, 

and has formed us into a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to declare the 

wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his 

marvellous light. 
Let us confess the times when we have failed to heed this call. 
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Silence is kept 
 

Bishop Christ came in humility to share our lives: 

 forgive our pride. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Bishop Christ came with good news for all people: 
 forgive our silence. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

Bishop Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 

 forgive our self-centredness  

 Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy 
 

Bishop May almighty God have mercy on you, 

 forgive you your sins, 
 and bring you to everlasting life. 

All Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

The Introduction of the Candidate 

The Very Revd David Monteith, representing the Patron - St Martin’s Trust -  comes to 

the Bishop together with the parish representatives and the candidate. 

Patron Bishop, I present to you the Revd Trevor Thurston-Smith to be admitted 
to the cure of souls in this parish.  

I therefore ask you to admit him to his new ministry as Vicar. 

Bishop I thank you for this presentation. 

Do those with responsibility to represent the parish confirm this 

presentation? 

The parish representatives say together 

 We confirm that we have willingly shared in this choice. 

The Bishop addresses the priest 

Bishop Trevor, do you believe, so far as you know your own heart, that God has 
called you to this ministry? 
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The priest replies: 

Priest I do so believe. 

Bishop Will you commit yourself to work with the people of God in this place in 

mission and ministry and in furthering God’s kingdom? 

Priest With God’s help, I will. 

Bishop My brothers and sisters, as we pray that Trevor may become for you a 

willing and faithful shepherd of God’s people in this place, let us pray also 

for all who share his ministry. 

The Collect 
We remain seated 
 

Bishop God our Father 

 Lord of all the world 

through your Son you have called us 

 into the fellowship of your universal Church: 
 hear our prayer for your faithful people 

that in their vocation and ministry 

each may be an instrument of your love, 

and give to your servant Trevor 
now to be instituted 

the needful gifts of grace; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Bible Reading 

(Revelation 2 : 8-11) 

A reading from the book of Revelation. 

I, John, heard the Lord say to me….. “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These are the words of the first and the last, who was dead and came to life: 

9 “I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know the 

slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil 
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is about to throw some of you into prison so that you may be tested, and for ten 

days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 

life. 11 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord  
All  Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand 

Gradual Hymn 
 

1 As the deer pants for the water, 

So my soul longs after you, 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship you. 

 You alone are my strength my 
shield, 

To you alone may my spirit yield, 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship You. 

2 I want you more than gold or 

silver, 

Only you can satisfy, 

You alone are the real joy-giver, 

And the apple of my eye. 

3 You're my friend and you are my 

Brother, 

Even though you are a King, 

I love you more than any other, 
So much more than anything. 

 

Gospel Reading 
(John 15:18-21) 

Minister The Lord be with you. 

All  and also with you. 
Minister Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me 

before it hated you. 19 If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as 

its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world—therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, 

‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. 21 But they will do 

all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know him 
who sent me”. 

At the end of the Gospel reading: 

Minister This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
The Bishop of Birmingham 

 

The Institution  
Fr Trevor stands before the Bishop 

 

Bishop Trevor, God has called you to serve here. Are you ready and willing to 

accept this responsibility, with both its duties and its joys?  
Fr Trevor With the help of God, I am. 

 

Bishop People of God, is it therefore your will that Trevor should be admitted 

to the cure of souls for this place? 
All It is! 

 

Bishop  Will you uphold and support him in his ministry? 

All We will!   
The Bishop moves to kneel beside Fr Trevor. The congregation remain seated There is 

silence and stillness. 

 

Bishop Come, Holy Ghost, our Souls inspire, 

All  and lighten with celestial fire; 
  thou the anointing Spirit art, 

  who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

 

Thy blessed unction from above 
  is comfort, life and fire of love; 

  enable with perpetual light 

  the dullness of our blinded sight. 

 

  Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
  with the abundance of thy grace: 

  keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

  where thou art guide no ill can come. 

 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

  and thee, of both, to be but one; 

  that through the ages all along 

  this may be our endless song,  
 

‘Praise to thy eternal merit, 

  Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ Amen. 
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       The Declaration and Oaths 

Fr Trevor stands before the Bishop 

Bishop: 

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, 

worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith 

uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which 
faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the 

Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the 

Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, The Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of 

Bishops, Priests and Deacons. In the declaration you are about to make, will you 
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance 

under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making 

Him known to those in your care? 

Declaration of Assent 

 

I, Trevor Thurston-Smith, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the 
faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds 

and to which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and 

in public prayer and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of 

service which are authorised or allowed by Canon. 

 

Oath of Allegiance 
Fr Trevor turns to face the people and, with the Bible in his right hand, says 

I, Trevor Thurston-Smith, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance 

to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors, according 

to law: So help me God. 

Oath of Canonical Obedience 

Turning to face the Bishop, Fr Trevor, with the Bible in his right hand, says 

I, Trevor Thurston-Smith, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and 

canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Birmingham and his successors in all 

things lawful and honest; so help me God. 

Institution  

Fr Trevor kneels before the Bishop  

The people stand 

The Bishop reads the Deed of Institution and gives it to Fr Trevor saying: 

Receive this cure of souls, which is both yours and mine; in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
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The Blessing of the New Ministry 
The Bishop anoints Fr Trevor with the oil of Chrism, saying: 

Trevor, remember your baptism into Christ. 

Remember your ordination in the Church of God. 

May God who anointed Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit anoint and 

empower you for the blessing of God’s people. 

All  Amen.  

The Bishop commends Fr Trevor to the prayers of the people. 

Bishop The Lord bless you and watch over you; 

  The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

  The Lord look kindly upon you and give you peace. 
  And the blessing of God Almighty,  

  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

  be with you, and upon all that you undertake  

  in his name, now and for ever more.  

All  Amen. 

 

The Installation and Induction 
 
The new minister stands. The congregation sits. The Bishop addresses the Archdeacon:  

Archdeacon, I now ask you to install Fr Trevor and by the authority of this 

Mandate to induct him as Incumbent of this parish 

 
The Archdeacon places the new minister in the seat of the Vicar and says: 

Trevor, I place you in the seat of the Vicar of St. Matthew’s Perry Beeches. May 

the Lord guard and keep you and bless your ministry here, in the name of 

Almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Fr Trevor:  Amen. 

 

At this point, Fr Trevor pauses in his stall and says the following prayer:  

Heavenly Father, 

as I begin my ministry in this place, 
grant that I may always keep before me  

the example of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 

that I may serve your people faithfully and joyfully. 

As priest and people ministering together in this place,  

may we continue to build your kingdom, 
share your good news, 
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and make known your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Archdeacon and the Churchwardens escort the Vicar to the door. 
The Archdeacon places the Vicar’s hand on the church door and says: 

 

Trevor, with the authority of this mandate, I induct you into the real and actual 

possession of this Benefice of St. Matthew’s Perry Beeches and all the rights, 
dignities and responsibilities belonging to it. 

 

The Vicar rings the Church Bell 

 

The Churchwardens hand the Vicar the keys of the church saying: 
Receive these keys as a sign of your stewardship and let the doors of this place be 

open to all. 

Fr Trevor Amen. 
 

Welcome  
 

Bishop I present to you The Revd Trevor Thurston-Smith as Vicar of St. 

Matthew’s Perry Beeches. See then that you support him to the full by 

your worship of God, your prayers and your work. 

 
All We are members together of the Body of Christ. We are 

children of the same heavenly Father. 

  We welcome you. 

 
The new Vicar is greeted with applause. 

The Area Dean introduces those from the congregation and local community who say a 

brief word of welcome to the new minister. 

Prayers 
The people kneel or sit for prayer 

The newly installed Vicar leads us in prayer. The prayers conclude: 

Minister Merciful Father, 

All  accept these prayers 

  for the sake of your Son, 

  our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 

 



 10 

The Rededication of the Ministry of the People 

of God  
The Area Dean says` 

Now that Father Trevor has been licensed as Vicar of St. Matthew’s Perry 
Beeches, I invite local representatives to come forward for the Affirmation of 

Ministry 

Gracious God, we praise and glorify you, because in your infinite love you have 

formed throughout the world a holy people for your own possession, a royal 
priesthood, a universal Church, that, sharing in the ministry of our Saviour Christ, 

we might be witnesses of what he has done for us. 

 

All Gracious God, we praise and glorify you. 

Members of the congregation come forward to address the new minister. 
Offering water for baptism, one says 

Fr Trevor, be among us as a priest who rejoices to bring new Christians to 

baptism and to share with them the Living Water, Jesus Christ himself. 

All Together, by God’s grace, 
 we will grow in our faith and discipleship. 

Offering the oil of healing, one says 

Fr Trevor, be among us as a priest of reconciliation, showing God’s forgiveness 

and healing. 

All Together, by God’s grace, 
 we will be a Christ-like community of love. 

Offering a large Bible, one says 

Fr Trevor, be among us as a priest who studies the Scriptures, proclaims the 

Word and explores the faith. 
All Together, by God’s grace, 

 we will tell the good news of Christ to the world. 

Offering a lighted candle, one says 

Fr Trevor, be among us as a priest of prayer, offering the Church’s liturgy and 

interceding for God’s people. 
All Together, by God’s grace, 

 we will worship God in spirit and in truth. 

Offering bread and wine, one says 

Fr Trevor, be among us as a priest of the Eucharist, presiding among us when we 

celebrate the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

All Together, by God’s grace, we will seek to be the living body of 

 Christ. 
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Fr Trevor:  

I pledge myself to care for the community that gathers here,  

to share with them the Word of God and the work of ministry, 

to celebrate with them the sacraments of the new covenant,  

and to encourage them in their discipleship. Together may we  
make this a place where Christian people are equipped for their 

life and witness in God’s world.    

All: Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 

Please stand 
Bishop We are all one in Christ Jesus, 

  we belong to him by faith, 

  heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 

Offertory Hymn 
A collection will be taken, the proceeds of which will go to the  

John Taylor Hospice 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

And all can safely live 
A place where saints and children tell 

How hearts learn to forgive 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions 

Rock of faith and vault of grace 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 

All are welcome, all are welcome 

All are welcome in this place 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak 
And words are strong and true 

Where all God's children dare to seek 

To dream God's reign anew 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 
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Let us build a house where love is found 

In water, wine and wheat 

A banquet hall on holy ground 

Where peace and justice meet 

Here the love of God, through Jesus 
Is revealed in time and space 

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 

 

Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  

and live the Word they've known.  

Here the outcast and the stranger  

bear the image of God's face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

 

Let us build a house where all are named,  

their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  

as words within the Word.  

Built of tears and cries and laughter,  

prayers of faith and songs of grace,  

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, all are welcome 

All are welcome in this place 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Bishop:  The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Bishop:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Bishop:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

We rejoice in the glorious splendour of your majesty 

for you have given us a share with Polycarp 

in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

In the darkness of this passing age 
they proclaim the glory of your kingdom. 
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Chosen as lights in the world, 

they surround our steps as we journey on 

towards the city of eternal light 

where they sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

 
In communion with angels and archangels 

and all who have served you on earth 

and worship you now in heaven, 

we raise our voices to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

 

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name  

of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Bishop: Lord, you are holy indeed, the source  
of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of  
our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
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Minister: Great is the mystery of faith: 

All:  Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Bishop: And so, Father, calling to mind his death  

on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins  

of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of   
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Matthew,  

Saint Polycarp and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

All:   Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
As God’s people let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name; 

 thy kingdom come; 

 thy will be done; 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
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 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation; 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Agnus Dei is said or sung as the bread is broken 
 

All Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us.  
       

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 
       

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us peace. 

The Giving of Communion 

 Jesus is the Lamb of God 
 who takes away the sins of the world. 

 Blessed are those who are called to his supper 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The Bishop and people receive communion 

 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. 
 
During Communion, the following HYMN may be sung: 
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1. Sweet Sacrament divine, 

hid in thine earthly home, 

lo, round thy lowly shrine, 

with suppliant hearts we come; 

Jesus, to thee our voice we raise 
in songs of love and heartfelt 

praise: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 

2. Sweet Sacrament of peace, 

dear home for every heart, 

where restless yearnings cease 

and sorrows all depart; 

there in thine ear all trustfully 
we tell our tale of misery: 

sweet Sacrament of peace. 

3. Sweet Sacrament of rest, 

ark from the ocean's roar, 

within thy shelter blest 

soon may we reach the shore; 
save us, for still the tempest 

raves, 

save, lest we sink beneath the 

waves: 

sweet Sacrament of rest. 

4. Sweet Sacrament divine, 

earth's light and jubilee, 

in thy far depths doth shine 

thy Godhead's majesty; 
sweet light, so shine on us, we 

pray, 

that earthly joys may fade 

away: 

sweet Sacrament divine. 

Prayers after Communion 
Heavenly Father, 

whose ascended Son gave gifts of leadership and service 

to the Church: 

strengthen us who have received this holy food 
to be good stewards of your manifold grace; 

through him who came not to be served but to serve, 

and give his life as a ransom for many, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 

 

All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.  
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Final Hymn 
Please stand 

 

1. How shall I sing that Majesty 

Which angels do admire? 

Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 

Thousands of thousands stand around 

Thy throne, O God most high; 

Ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
Thy praise; but who am I? 

 

2. Thy brightness unto them appears, 

While I Thy footsteps trace; 

A sound of God comes to my ears, 
But they behold Thy face.  

They sing because Thou art their Sun; 

Lord, send a beam on me; 

For where heaven is but once begun 

There alleluias be. 

 

3. Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 

Inflame it with love's fire; 

Then shall I sing and take my part 
With that celestial choir. 

I shall, I fear, be dark and cold 

With all my fire and light; 

Yet when Thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 

 

4. How great a being, Lord, is Thine, 

Which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 

To sound so vast a deep. 

Thou art a sea without a shore, 

A sun without a sphere; 

Thy time is now and evermore, 

Thy place is everywhere. 

 



 18 

We remain standing 

The Commissioning 
The Bishop asks the congregation & new minister together 

As part of God’s Church here in St. Matthew’s Perry Beeches, I call upon you to 

live out what you proclaim. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, 
trusting him to be your guide? 

All By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 

All We will 
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other 

in need? 

All We will 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the 

longings of God? 

All We will 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 

All We will  

The Blessing 
The Bishop blesses the people. 
 

 The Lord be with you 

All: and also with you 

  
 Almighty God, who for the salvation of the world  

gives to his people many gifts and ministries  

to the advancement of his glory,  

stir up in all of you the gifts of his grace,  

and sustain each one of you in your own ministry;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

 All Amen 

The Dismissal 
 

Fr Trevor Let us go in the light and peace of Christ 

All  Thanks be to God 
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About Fr Trevor: 

Trevor was born and educated in Harrogate North Yorkshire. After leaving school he 
worked as a Civil Servant in the Ministry of Defence, but soon began to feel called to a 

very different kind of ministry! He trained for ordination at Chichester Theological College 

and has been ordained for thirty-six years.   

After serving in the Sheffield and Lichfield dioceses, Trevor spent some time outside 

stipendiary ministry living in Derby and working in managerial and developmental roles in 

a number of charities.  

He moved to the Leicester diocese in 2005 as Bishop's Chaplain for people affected by 
HIV, before returning to parish ministry as Priest-in-Charge of Broughton Astley with Croft 

and Stoney Stanton in 2011. In 2014 he became Rector of the newly formed Wigston 

Benefice to the south-east of the city and it is from there that he moves to Birmingham.    

Fr Trevor describes his spirituality as 'Catholic with a Charismatic edge'. He's a Priest 

Associate of the Holy House of Our Lady of Walsingham, a member of the Sodality of 
Mary Mother of Priests and is currently Chair of the Midlands Region of 'On Fire Mission'. 

He shares his life with his Civil Partner, Jeremy and a delightful Great Dane-Mastiff cross 

called Bella. Fr Trevor’s main hobby is music, and he plays piano and organ.  His other 

interests include Theatre, Cinema, dog-walking, and eating out (Thai, Indian, Turkish, 

Mexican; well, you name it really). He has also been known to enjoy the odd glass of red 

wine or a pint of Real Ale!  
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