
 

 
 

2nd Sunday before Advent 
2020 

 
Introduction: That chinese teapot!  
 
Gathering 

We meet in the presence of the Living God who is, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

Hymn: All nations of the world 

Prayer 

Heavenly Lord,  
you long for the world’s salvation:  
stir us from apathy,  
restrain us from excess  
and revive in us new hope  
that all creation will one day be healed  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

 



 

Reading: Matthew 25.14-30  

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the 
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with 
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! 
You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my 
return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 

 



Hymn: God of grace and God of glory 

 

Reflection  

 

Intercessions  

 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of faith:  
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 
 
Confession 

Lord forgive us when we put our own needs first. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord forgive us when we choose to do wrong. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we treat others badly 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, forgive us when we do nothing as others are treated badly or are in need. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 
Lord, set us free from sin, and teach us to serve you. 
Jesus, lead us into life. 



 
 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all 
the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of god Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 
Hymn: Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 



 
 
 

All nations of the world 
 
 
 
All nations of the world 
be joyful in the Lord: 
with willing hands your Master serve with one accord: 
in ceaseless praise 
with heart and voice in him rejoice through all your days. 

 
Be sure the Lord is God, 
creation's source and spring: 
in him alone we live, to him our lives we bring. 
From days of old 
he feeds his flock and guides the wanderers to his fold. 

 
In gladness go your way: 
approach his courts with song 
in thankfulness to him to whom all things belong: 
His name adore: 
his gracious mercy, truth and love for evermore. 
 
 

Frederick E Le Grice (1911-1992) based on Psalm 100 
© 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 

 
 
 
 



 

God of grace and God of glory 
 
God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy power; 
now fulfil thy church's story; 
bring her bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways; 
from the fears that long have bound us 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days. 
 
Cure thy children's warring madness, 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
rich in goods and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places, 
gird our lives that they may be 
armoured with all Christlike graces 
in the fight till all be free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
that we fail not earth nor thee. 
 

Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) 
© Stephen F Downs legal representative of Dr Elinor Downs 



 

 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

 
 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 
 
 

 
 


