
The Parish Church of St. Lawrence Little Stanmore 

alias Whitchurch

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Sunday, 27th March, 2022

We welcome everyone to our Parish Eucharist 

and we would like to request we all do our best to allow everyone to feel safe when at S Lawrence’s. 

We would politely request that people continue to observe mask wearing and social distancing                   

(as much as is feasible) for the time being.

Introit Hymn

For Mary, Mother of the Lord

God's holy name be praised,

Who first the Son of God adored

As on her child she gazed.

The angel Gabriel brought the word

She should Christ's mother be;

Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord,

Made answer willingly.

The heavenly call she thus obeyed,

And so God's will was done;

The second Eve love's answer made

Which our redemption won.

She gave her body for God's shrine,

Her heart to piercing pain,

And knew the cost of love divine

When Jesus Christ was slain.

Dear Mary, from your lowliness

And home in Galilee,

There comes a joy and holiness

To every family.

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,

Above all women blest;

Blest in your Son, whom your embrace

In birth and death confessed.

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 66: 10-11

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.

Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Introduction

We have reached the midway point of the season of Lent. The joy of Easter is within our reach and the Loving

Father of the prodigal encourages us to rely all the more on divine mercy. On this Mothering Sunday which has

become the secular Mother’s Day, we honour the mothers of the community, and pray for those who have died.

Penitential Act

As we begin, we call to mind our lack of love - and God’s endless compassion:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father: 

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.



Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division: 

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father: 

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us,

forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Collect

O God, who through your Word

reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way,

grant, we pray,

that with prompt devotion and eager faith

the Christian people may hasten

toward the solemn celebrations to come.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

God of peace and justice,

we pray for the people of Ukraine today.

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 

We pray for those with power over war or peace,

for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, 

at-risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12

The Israelites celebrate their first Passover in the Promised Land

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’ 

    The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at

evening in the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened

bread and roasted ears of corn, that same day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that country,

the manna stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the land

of Canaan yielded.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm33(34):2-7

R/ Taste and see that the Lord is good.

I will bless the Lord at all times,

    his praise always on my lips;



in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.

    The humble shall hear and be glad. R/

Glorify the Lord with me.

    Together let us praise his name.

I sought the Lord and he answered me;

    from all my terrors he set me free. R/

Look towards him and be radiant;

    let your faces not be abashed.

This poor man called, the Lord heard him

    and rescued him from all his distress. R/

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

God reconciled himself to us through Christ

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It

is all God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on this

reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against

them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as

though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For

our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL HYMN

Father in heaven, 

Thank you for mothers,

Loving and caring 

All the day long;

Thank you for fathers, 

Working to feed us,

Mothers and fathers 

Loving and strong.

        

Thank you for Mary, 

Blest among women;

She whom you chose 

To mother your Son;

Pattern of goodness, 

Trust and obedience,

Help us to love you  

As she has done. 

Guardian of truth, 

The Church is our mother:

Telling of Jesus,  

Agent of grace,

Filled with his Spirit,

 Making us brothers,

Joining his people 

In every place.

        

Parents and children 

Praise God together,

Praise for our homes 

And all that he gives;

May we serve others 

As serving Jesus,

Make every home 

The place where he lives.

Gospel Acclamation Lk15:18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

I will leave this place and go to my father and say:

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

The Gospel

The Lord be with you

And also with you



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke

Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 15:1-3,11-32 The prodigal son

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the

Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this

parable to them:

    ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would

come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together

everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.

    ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he

hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly

have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses

and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger!

I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer

deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his

father.

    ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him

in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no

longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put

it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are

going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and

is found.” And they began to celebrate.

    ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music

and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant

“and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then

and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all these years

I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to

celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he

and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.”

    ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate

and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us.

hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

Since we are justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice

at your hands

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good

and the good of all his holy Church.



Prayer over the Offerings

We place before you with joy these offerings,

which bring eternal remedy, O Lord,

praying that we may both faithfully revere them

and present them to you, as is fitting,

for the salvation of all the world.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just,

our duty and our salvation,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Each year you bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.

By more faithful prayer and works of charity

and by celebrating the mysteries of our rebirth,

we are led to the fullness of grace as your sons and daughters.

And so, with angels and archangels,

with all the heavenly host,

we proclaim your glory

and join their unending chorus of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,



took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,

we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of Our Blessed Lady, S Paul, 

S Lawrence and all the Saints, 

may praise and glorify you  for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon

You must rejoice, my son,

for your brother was dead and has come to life;

he was lost and is found.

Prayer after Communion

O God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world,

illuminate our hearts, we pray,

with the splendour of your grace,

that we may always ponder

what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty

and love you in all sincerity.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit to live and work

to your praise and glory. Amen.

Final Blessing

God of salvation, let your Son’s passion and death



be for your people protection from evil in this life

and the sure hope of glory in the life to come. 

And may almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Recessional Hymn

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;

tender to me the promise of his word;

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;

his mercy sure, from age to age to same;

his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!

Powers and dominions lay their glory by.

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

to children's children and for evermore!

Everyone is invited into the Hall  after The Parish Eucharist for coffee or tea with biscuits 

we ask that if possible that you give £1 to defray costs 

(our drinks are served in disposable cups & biscuits individually wrapped)

Background on the Gospel Reading

The parable Jesus tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has been teaching the crowds as he

journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches, the Pharisees and scribes complain and challenge Jesus because he is

welcoming sinners at his table. Today we hear the third of three parables that Jesus tells in response to his critics.

These three familiar parables - the lost sheep, the lost coin, and today's parable of the prodigal son - invite us to

consider the depth of God's mercy and love.

The Pharisees taught a scrupulous observance of Jewish Law. In their interpretation and practice, observant Jews

who shared table fellowship with sinners would be made unclean. Like Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to lead sinners

back to God. The Pharisees, however, required that sinners first become ritually clean - observant of the Pharisees'

interpretation of Jewish Law - before sharing table fellowship. This appears to be one of the major differences

between the Pharisees and Jesus. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are still sinners, inviting them to conversion

through fellowship with him. Jesus is God acting among us; by befriending us, he is inviting us to return to friendship

with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we, in turn, bear fruit for God. Recall last

Sunday's Gospel and the barren fig tree.

Our familiarity with today's parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. We call this the parable

of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the younger son, however, must also be balanced by an

examination of the unusual behaviour of the father.

First we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for his inheritance before his father has

died. Indignation would certainly be a justifiable response to such a request. Yet the father in this parable agrees to

honour the son's request and divides his property among his two sons. How might we describe such a father?

Foolish comes to mind, but so does trusting. Without property of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to

provide for his well-being.



The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains, continuing to provide for the father

and the household. Having been disgraced by the younger son, the father spends some time watching the road for

the return of the lost son. When he eventually sees his wayward son returning, the father not only welcomes him

but also runs out to greet him and then honours him with a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving.

Yet these adjectives only begin to describe the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father.

We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and even confused by the older son's

indignation. He says in reply that they should celebrate because the lost son had returned. The father is filled with

gratitude and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love is in no way diminished by the father's rejoicing at the

return of the younger son. Yet the older son's jealousy reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his father's

love.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.”

Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy: God's great love for us has been revealed in Jesus. Through his

Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us with God and one another

DEC UKRAINE APPEAL Thanks to your generosity last week’s (20/03) Retiring Collection for Ukraine realised

another £125 which means we have now given the sum of £443.75 in total. DEC charities are in Ukraine and

neighbouring countries meeting the needs of all refugees and displaced people: £30 could provide essential hygiene

supplies for three people for one month £50 could provide blankets for four families £100 could provide emergency

food for two families for one month. There is another opportunity as you leave church to give today if you haven’t

already - or would like to give again. Alternatively visit: www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal

Stuart Cawthorne writes DEAR EASTER EGG FANS, The 2022 Traidcraft Easter Eggs order has now closed and

I look forward to delivering your eggs to those of you who have ordered soon!

 

EASTER FLOWERS It being Lent our Altar Flowers have been removed from Church until Easter to reflect its

penitential nature. This gives us an opportunity for the flower fund to recover in time for the splendid displays of

Easter! Donations to the flower fund can be made directly to Brenda Marney or via Fr Paul. In previous years we

have invited people to donate money in memory of Departed Loved Ones and we have then remembered them

at The Eucharist - we will be doing this again this year. 

HARROW FOODBANK The Foodbank relies on your goodwill and support. Their shopping list shows

the food items that they urgently need this month and below that shows the food items that they  have

plenty of and do not need.  Small and regular size items are best as they can be given to both small and

large families and are easier for people to carry home from the foodbank centre. Current Shopping List -

We Need: March Shopping List - We Need: Savoury Biscuits/Crackers, Crisps, Long-life Fruit Juice, Tinned Fruit,

Sponge Puddings, Men's Deodorant, Full Fat Long-life Milk, Men's Body Wash, 500g Rice, Noodles, 500g Sugar,

Packets Mashed Potato, Small Jars Coffee, 20p Carrier Bags, Tinned Carrots, Tinned Peas, Tinned Potatoes, Cooking

Oil. We Have Plenty of - We Do Not Need:, Baked Beans, Tinned Soup, Cereal, Dry Pasta/dry Spaghetti, Oats/porridge,Tuna,

You can either bring your food donations here or use the in-store donation points at the front of your favourite

supermarket.



HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2022 From Thursday (31/03) of this week I will be self - isolating as I am currently

scheduled for surgery at UCLH on Monday (04/04). This should’ve taken place at the beginning of February but sadly

because I caught Covid at the end of January it had to be postponed for at least seven weeks. I will celebrate The

Parish Eucharist next Sunday (03/04) but will restrict myself to the East End and Altar. Holy Communion will be

administered by one of our Eucharistic Ministers not me.  On Tuesday (05/04) there will be a Tuesday Eucharist at

09:30 celebrated by Fr Desmond Banister. Whilst the new date for my procedure is not ideal as it is on the Monday

before Palm Sunday (10/04) it needs to be done. Afterwards I shall be on “light duties” for a fortnight although it is

my intention to keep Holy Week and Easter in the following way: Palm Sunday our Parish Eucharist at 10:00 there

will be no Eucharists then until we reconvene for the Triduum (The Three Days) on Maundy/Holy Thursday with

The Mass of The Last Supper at 20:00. On Good Friday we shall have The Liturgy of The Passion at 14:00 and on

Holy Saturday The Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter at 20:30. On Easter Day The Parish Eucharist with Organ

played by Carolyn Steppler will be at the usual time of 10:00. Fr Paul

APCM ARRANGEMENTS 2022 Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting is scheduled for Sunday 24th April 2022

following on from The Parish Eucharist at 10:00. In view of the not inconsiderable administrative difficulties of the

last two year’s caused by Covid, and also to allow ourselves to regroup as a Parish, the following arrangements will

operate. On Sunday 24th April there will be the Annual Meeting of Parishioners when we will receive the new

Electoral Roll and elect two Churchwardens. We will then open the Annual Church Meeting and adjourn it till the

Sunday 5th June 2019 at which we will elect PCC members and receive the Annual Accounts and Reports.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES We continue to record and live stream The Eucharist and other services in

this building to help us share our Christian Faith with others who are unable to attend in person. Live streams and

past recordings are available on our Parish FaceBook page for the general public to see. If you have any concerns

about the use of live streaming during a service or Eucharist, and do not wish to be recorded, then please speak to

the Rector, Fr Paul M Reece, who will provide you with advice about the best place to sit and/or what you should

do. The live streaming of The Eucharist and services in this building is being carried out in pursuit of our legitimate

interests which is to promote and share the Anglican (C of E) faith.

In Your Prayers This Week 

please pray for The Bishops of London especially our Area Bishop Lusa ~ Bishop of Willesden 

we pray for the needs of our Parish especially for

The Sick  Those who are known to us personally and those whose names are read out in Church, 

the patients and staff of The Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital

the elderly & housebound those who live within Henry Nihill House, Knights Court & Whitchurch Lodge.

The Departed

Those who continue to died as the result of all wars, conflict or the violence of others

Recently Brian Cook

Years’ Mind Derek Aldridge, Audrey Amps, David Archer, Marlene Ault, Sylvia Bellinger, Sheila Birch, 

Marilyn Blackwell, Mavis Brown, Marion Brown, William Burrows, Betty Cook, John Cowan, Pam Dalziel, 

Connie Davies, Agnes Dawson, Don Dibben, Louise Edwards, Phil Evans, Joyce Frewin, Evelyn Fulker, 

Sam Hammill, Paul Hayden, June Hipwell, Irene Hogendoorn, June Horrigan, Sylvia Hull, Steve Hussain, 

William Irving, Mildred James, Trevor Johns, Ted Johnson, Adrian Johnson, Kenneth Jones, Fred Leaves, 

Pauline Lewis, Barrie Linklater, Shanika Lovell, Martha Loze, Barbara McFarlane, Rosina Moir, May Molloy, 

Dean Parker, Clive Pearce priest, Bettina Pilling, Nan Prince, Sr Anne Reynolds OP, Bertha Ridge, 

Stephen Scarborough, Joan Sharvell , Brian Smart, Tom Smith, Phyllis Steppler, Christine Sutherland, 

David Terwey, Beatrice Townsend, Pat Van Engel, Henry Warner, Joan Watson, Edward White, Roger Whitman, 

John Winstone , Bert Woodcock, Cissie Wootten



THIS WEEK AT S LAWRENCE  LITTLE STANMORE 

both here in church & online 

we are an inclusive Anglican Catholic Church (Church of England) 

serving Canons Park (HA8) and its surrounding area

27 Sun FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

10:00 The Parish Eucharist

29 Tue 09:30 The Eucharist

31 Thu 19:30 No Eucharist today

03 Sun FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

10:00 The Parish Eucharist

Rector & Parish Priest - Fr Paul M Reece 

t: 020 8909 5426 (24/7)

e: little.stanmore@london.anglican.org


