
The Collect  

Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted the   

ministries of angels and mortals in a wonderful order: grant that 

as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, so, at your 

command, they may help and defend us on earth; through  

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen  

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you 
 

Invitation to Confession  

Let us confess our sins and failings to God our merciful Father. 

Kyrie Confession 

We have done what was wrong in your sight and chosen what has  

displeased you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

As a mother comforts her child so shall you comfort us. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Let us return to you, for you know our every deed and thought. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution. 

Almighty God,  who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord    Amen. 

 

A very warm welcome to you all as we worship  

the Lord together  
 

✠  In the name of the Father, and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen  
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First Reading 

5
 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father’?  

Or again,  

‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’?  
6
 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  

‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  
7
 In speaking of the angels he says,  

‘He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.’  
8 
But about the Son he says,  

‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of justice 

will be the sceptre of your kingdom.  
9 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore 

God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing 

you with the oil of joy.’  
10

 He also says,  

‘In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands.  
11

 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a  gar-

ment. 
12 

You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be 

changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.’  
13 

To which of the angels did God ever say,  

‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your 

feet’?  
14

 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 

inherit salvation?                                                   Hebrews 1: 5-14  
 

This is the word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

You have the words to eternal life. 

Alleluia 

✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
St John 
 

 Glory to you O Lord 

47 
When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, ‘Here  truly 

is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.’ 
48 

‘How do you know me?’ 

Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you were still  

under the fig-tree before Philip called you.’ 
49 

Then Nathanael   

declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’  
50 

Jesus said, ‘You believe because I told you I saw you under the   

fig-tree. You will see greater things than that.’ 
51 

He then added,  ‘Very 

truly I tell you,
 
you

 
will see “heaven open, and the angels of God  

ascending and descending on” the Son of Man.’           John 1:47-51    

                                            

This is the Gospel of the Lord      
 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

I would like to begin my sermon with some snippets of cynical wisdom 

that I found while researching my sermon.  

• If you think no one cares try missing a few payments on your 

credit card. 

• Change is inevitable ... except from vending machines. 

• For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism. 

• He who hesitates is probably right. 

• No one is listening until you make a mistake. 

• Two wrongs are only the beginning. 

• Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7
th
 of your life. 

• A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 

 



• Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of cheques 

• If at first you don’t succeed, then sky diving definitely isn’t for 

you. 

 

Experience is a hard teacher. Life doesn’t always meet our  

expectations and we find ourselves revising our expectations 

down. In this week’s reading we meet Nathaniel, who has tasted 

disappointment and has turned cynical. But Nathaniel comes face 

to face with Christ, and because of that personal encounters his 

perspective changes. After this encounter Christ promises  

Nathaniel greater insight than he had ever dreamed. 

 

Our story begins with Christ’s call to Philip all we know about the 

encounter is that Jesus found Philip and said to him “Follow me.” 

Then look what Philip did. He found Nathaniel and said to him “We 

have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 

whom the prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth.” I am guessing 

that Philip already knew Nathaniel quite well. He knew him enough 

to think that he might be interested in Jesus. Nathaniel however 

comes back with cynical reply, “Nazareth! Can anything good come 

from there?” Nazareth was despised by the Jews because there 

was a Roman army garrison located there . It has been speculated 

that an aloof attitude or a poor reputation in morals and religion on 

the part of the people of Nazareth led to Nathaniel’s harsh  

comment. When Nathaniel heard that the Messiah was from  

Nazareth he was surprised.  

Nathaniel was from Cana he had the Israelites deep longing for 

meaning and worth that came from their national identity as God’s 

covenant people. He longed for a Messiah who would free his  

people from the chains of the Roman Empire. Philip persevered 

and invited Nathaniel to come and see. 

Jesus sees Nathaniel and he says two things. First he calls Na-

thaniel a true Israelite in whom there was nothing false. Secondly he 

tells him that he saw him sitting under the fig tree. The true Israelite 

image works in two ways. On the surface Jesus is saying that  

Nathaniel is faithful. If we look deeper Jesus is playing on words and 

referring to Jacob. Jacob was very deceitful and tricked his father in 

to giving all his wealth to him and not his older brother who was the 

rightful heir. Once he met God his perspective changed and he 

turned his life around. 

The fig tree was a place of rest and comfort. The prophets of ancient 

Israel used the image of the fig tree to convey a picture of God’s end 

time kingdom. In Zechariah 3:10 after describing how God would  

remove the sin of the high priest and the land, the prophet wrote,  “In 

that day, each of you will invite his neighbour to sit under his vine 

and fig tree, declares the Lord Almighty.” The prophet Micah used 

the image in the same way, describing the state of man after the 

kingdom has arrived (Mic. 4:5). Because of this imagery, faithful  

Israelites would sit under a fig tree as a place of prayer and hope 

and expectation. Jesus uses these two literary images to convey his 

understanding of Nathaniel’s deep identification with Israel and his 

longing for deliverance. 
 

We don’t know what Nathaniel expected. If I was Nathaniel, I would 

have expected more of an introduction. I also think that I would have 

been more surprised at how Jesus knew me. I would have asked 

more questions. Nathaniel responded to Jesus with simple faith and 

joy. Jesus had got past Nathaniel’s shell that he was hiding under. 

He switches from cynicism to earnestness which shows the depth to 

which Christ had touched him. 

This is an example of the kind of disarming encounter we can expect 

of Jesus Christ. Jesus gets past our defences to speak to our l 

ongings. He reminds us that we were designed and created with  

dignity  



 

Let Us Pray 

We come boldly to the throne of grace, 

praying to the almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

for mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Father of heaven, whose love profound a ransom for our 

souls has found: 

We pray for the world, created by your love, for its nations and  

Governments. 

Extend to them your peace, pardoning love, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Almighty Son, incarnate Word, our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord: 

We pray for the Church, created for your glory, 

for its ministry to reflect those works of yours. 

And keep our minds to always look outwards in mission. 

Extend to us your salvation, growth, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Eternal Spirit, by whose breath the soul is raised from sin and death: 

We pray for families and individuals, created in your image, 

for the lonely, the bereaved, the sick and the dying. 

We pray for Karen Lee, Jean Sury, Jean Bowley, Vincent Nash,  

June Shilton,  Sue & John Thorne. 

 

Breathe on them the breath of life and bring them to your mercy  

and grace. We plead before your throne in heaven. 

Thrice holy! Father, Spirit, Son, Mysterious Godhead, Three in One: 

 

 

Let us declare our faith together. 

 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family  

in heaven and on earth is named.  

 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith,  

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us  

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We have been given talents and abilities that can be used for a  

purpose. Our daily labours have more significance than the week-in, 

week-out grind of earning a salary. Our physical bodies and  

relationships mean more than mere gratification. As God’s people, we 

are cherished and loved and adored and doted on. Only God can 

crush our inner cynic only God can give us the promised unexpected 

spiritual insight. 

If you’ve never read Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, get it and read it. It 

is worth every bit of effort it takes to read. Jean Val jean, a hardened 

convict is forgiven by a priest who he steals from. The priest helps Val 

jean find Christ and in response, Val jean dedicates himself to the  

pursuit of goodness. For the rest of the book, Val jean tries to live a 

just and noble life while the merciless inspector Javert hunts for him. 

Val jean was a cynic. Christ came to him through unexpected means 

and spoke to him. Val jean was so touched, he responded in faith.  

We too must respond in faith, we must not be cynical; we must trust 

Christ to carry us through the hard times in our life. 

 Claire Zanker 

 



Eternal God and Father, 

by whose power we are created and by whose love we are redeemed: 

guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to 

your service, and live this day in love to one another and to you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Peace:  

Peace to you from God our Heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life- giver. 

The Peace of the triune God be always with you 

And also with you  

 

The Blessing: 

 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who 

have lived and believed in you. Raise us with them to eternal life. 

We remember before God those who have died and we pray 

that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and always.  

We give you thanks for all those whom we have loved but who have 

gone ahead of us.   

We pray for the repose of the soul of  Klaus Kaiser, Neil High 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Olive Simpson, Robert Douglas  

 

From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

The Venerable Harold Lockley, Brenda Mary Jelley,   

Marie Ann Plummer , Austin James Moulden, Ronald Albert Jelley  

 

 

Rest eternal grant to them , O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon 

them.  May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God  

Rest in peace                                   And rise in glory.  

 

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us,  

so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday 3rd October 2021 

St Paul’s: All Age Worship at 9:45am 

St Mary’s: Parish Holy Eucharist at 11:15am 



        MORNING PRAYER AT ST MARY’S   

 

 

 

  

Wednesday 29th September 

at 10.00am  

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with the church 

family  & the wider church. 

Like & Comment to be part of the conversation! 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves 

 Revd Lisa - 01509890972 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

 

FYI : Revd Lisa & Michèle will be having their day off on Tuesdays 
 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

 Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who left water, food donations 

and baby provisions during last year for John's Storehouse. 

They have made an urgent request for their supplies to be 

replenished after Christmas. Your continued support for 

homeless, families living with poverty and  unemployment 

and those in need is much appreciated. 

Please leave your donations at the Rectory front door 

on WEDNESDAYS only. 

Or donations can now be left in church 

Once again a massive thank you. Revd Lisa 

Some material in this service is copyright: 

Common Worship © 2000 The Archbishops’ Council and Common Worship:  

Festivals © 2008 The Archbishops’ Council 

        COMPLINE AT ST PAUL’S   

 

 

 

  

Wednesday 6th of October  

at 7.00pm  


