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Coming Together 
 

Priest Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you; 

All and also with you. 
 

Words of welcome are said and we say together the Christchurch Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
look favourably, we pray,  
on this community which bears your name. 
As we give thanks for those saints  
who have built this place up over so many years, 
so we pray that we today may be their worthy 
inheritors 
and that you will continue to bless us  
in our task of proclaiming you as king 
and making your kingdom known.  
Amen 
 

Hymn  
1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
come ye before him and rejoice. 
 
2 The Lord ye know is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 
3 O enter then his gates with praise, 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 
 



4 For why? The Lord our God is good, 
his mercy is forever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 

William Kethe 1561 
 

 
Saying Sorry 

Minister Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’  
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Minister The kingdom is yours,  
    but we turn away from your just rule: 
    Lord have mercy. 
All   Lord have mercy. 
 

The power is yours, 
But we trust in our own power and strength: 

   Christ have mercy. 
   Christ have mercy. 

 
The glory is yours, 
But we fall short of the glory of God: 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

 
The priest assures us of God’s forgiveness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Knowing that we have been forgiven, we praise God in the words of  

The Gloria 
Minister  Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Glory to the Father. 
All Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
 To God be glory for ever 
 To God be glory for ever 
 Alleluia! Amen x3 
  

Glory to God, Glory to God, Son of the Father… 
 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit… 

 
The Collect 

 
President Eternal Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Listening to the Bible and Responding 
 

 
 

 
Old and New Testament Readings 

Read by Elizabeth Coulter of Christchurch congregation 
 
At the end of each reading 
 This is the word of the Lord. 



 Thanks be to God 
 
Ezekiel 34.11–16,20–24 
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will 
seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are 
among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them 
with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall 
feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I 
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and 
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with 
flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 
until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, 
will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 
the Lord, have spoken. 
 
Ephesians 1.15–23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all 
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 



believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put 
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Gospel Reading 

When the gospel is announced 
Reader Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All Glory to you, O Lord 
 
At the end 
Reader  This is the gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Matthew 25.31–46 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will 
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 



and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 
 

The Sermon 
 

Our Belief 

Minister Let us affirm our faith in Jesus  
Christ the Son of God. 

All      Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 



 
Please kneel or sit 

Prayers of Intercession 

The intercessions this week are led by Mary Hatch of Christchurch 
congregation. 

After each prayer this or another response is given 
Leader  Lord, in your mercy; 
All hear our prayer. 
 
 

 
Sharing the Bread and Wine 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand 
The Peace 

Priest To crown all things there must be love, to bind all together  
and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 All   and also with you. 
 
 

Hymn  

1 Angel voices ever singing 
round Thy throne of light, 
angel harps, forever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless Thee 
and confess thee Lord of might. 
 



2 Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that Thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
Can we feel that Thou art near us 
and wilt hear us? Yea, we can. 
 
3 Yea, we know Thy love rejoices 
o'er each work of Thine; 
Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for Thy praise combine; 
craftsman's art and music's measure 
for Thy pleasure didst design. 
 
4 Here, great God, today we offer 
of Thine own to Thee; 
and for Thine acceptance proffer, 
all unworthily, 
hearts and minds and hands and voices 
in our choicest melody. 
 
5 Honour, glory, might, and merit 
Thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
blessed Trinity: 
of the best that Thou hast given 
earth and heaven render Thee. 

Francis Pott 1861 
 

Prayer of Offering 

 With this bread that we bring 
All We shall remember Jesus. 
 With this wine that we bring 

We shall remember Jesus. 
Bread for his body, wine for his blood,  
Gifts from God to his table we bring. 
We shall remember Jesus. 



 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 



As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 
With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you 
this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song 
of heaven: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Priest Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory. 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread 

Priest We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 



All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Giving of Communion 

Priest God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
After Communion 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Please kneel or sit 
All Stir up, O Lord, 
 the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  

 
Notices may be given out 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Please stand 
Hymn  

1. Jesus is Lord! Creation's voice proclaims it, 
for by his power each tree and flower was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it - 
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry:  
 
`Jesus is Lord!' Jesus is Lord!  
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord. 



 
2. Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding - 
yet gave his life a ransom thus setting us free. 
 
`Jesus is Lord!' Jesus is Lord!  
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord. 
 
3. Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror; 
from death he rose and all his foes shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord. 
   
`Jesus is Lord!' Jesus is Lord!  
Praise him with alleluias, for Jesus is Lord. 

©David Mansell 1980 
 

The Blessing 

Priest Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
 

Dedicating Ourselves 

Minister How awesome is this place! 
All This is none other than the house of God, 
 And this is the gateway of heaven. 
  

I saw a ladder which rested on the ground 
 With its top reaching to heaven, 

And the angels of God were going up and down it. 
This is none other than the house of God, 



 And this is the gateway of heaven. 
 

You will see greater things than this. 
You will see heaven wide open, 
And God’s angels ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man. 
This is none other than the house of God, 

 And this is the gateway of heaven. 
 
 You are the temple of the living God, 

And the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
The temple of God is holy, and you are that temple. 
This is none other than the house of God, 

 And this is the gateway of heaven. 
 
 

The Dismissal 

Minister Like living stones, precious in his   
  sight, 

   Stay in your homes in peace and proclaim the mighty acts of 
God. 

All     In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


