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Family Service 26th March 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – Jesus Raises Lazarus 

Welcome and Notices 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Song: Beautiful Saviour 

Lent Liturgy 

Response:   Hallelujah, my Father, (sung)  

Confession and Absolution 

All Age Focus (Julie) 

Song: Hosanna In The Highest 

Dramatic Reading based on John 11: 1-45  (Peter and Tammy)  

Talk (Julie) 

Song: Amazing Love 

Creed with actions 

Intercessions including Collect and Lord’s Prayer (Andrew) 

Offertory Song: When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 

Offertory Prayer 

The Peace 

Sharing Time 

Blessing 
Final Song: Blessed Assurance 

Dismissal 

Going out: You’ve Got A Friend 

 
Refreshments at the back. Prayer ministry at the front. 
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Family Service 26th March 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – Jesus Raises Lazarus 

Welcome and Notices 

Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you 

Opening Prayer 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
Amen. 

Opening Song: Beautiful Saviour 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 
give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 
for in my helplessness you heard my cry, 
and waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
 
Beautiful Saviour, wonderful Counsellor, 
clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
you’re the way, the truth, the life. 
Star of the morning, glorious in holiness, 
you’re the Risen One, Heaven’s champion, 
and you reign, you reign over all! 
 
I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 
I will sing of the blood that never fails, 
of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 
of death defeated and life without end. 
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Beautiful Saviour, wonderful Counsellor, 
clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
you’re the way, the truth, the life. 
Star of the morning, glorious in holiness, 
you’re the Risen One, Heaven’s champion, 
and you reign, you reign over all! 
 
I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 
yearn to dwell where the glory never fades, 
where countless worshippers will share one song, 
and cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 
 
Beautiful Saviour, wonderful Counsellor, 
clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
you’re the way, the truth, the life. 
Star of the morning, glorious in holiness, 
you’re the Risen One, Heaven’s champion, 
and you reign, you reign over all! 

Stuart Townend © 1998 Thankyou Music 

Lent Liturgy 

Each week throughout Lent we place on the Lenten Cross a symbol to 
remind us of the story of our Lord's journey to the cross, climaxing in his 
death and resurrection.  

The symbol of the Lenten Cross is a whip. Jesus was flogged with a 
whip before he was crucified. We hear the story read to us from the 
Bible. 
 
Bible Reading: 
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. (Mark 15:15). 
 
Prayer: 
We thank you Lord that you were willing to suffer pain and 
humiliation for us. You were willing to die in the place of Barabbas. 
We thank you that you laid down your life for your friends. Help us 
receive all the benefits of your passion and death for us and live in 
friendship with you. Amen 
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Response:   Hallelujah, my Father, (sung)  

Hallelujah, my Father, for giving us your Son; 
Sending him into the world to be given up for men, 
Knowing we would bruise him and smite him from the earth. 
Hallelujah, my Father, in his death is my birth; 
Hallelujah, my Father, in his life is my life. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Introduction to the Confession based on Psalm 130 1-4, 7 

 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord.  Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears 
be attentive to my cry for mercy. If you, kept a record of sins, Lord, who 
could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with 
reverence, serve you. 

Let us put our hope in the Lord, for with him is unfailing love and with 
him is full redemption. 

Let us return to the Lord our God and say to him: 

Father, 
we have sinned against heaven and against you. 
We are not worthy to be called your children. 
We turn to you again. 
Have mercy on us, 
bring us back to yourself 
as those who once were dead 
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

cf Luke 15 

We receive God’s Forgiveness: 

May God who loved the world so much  
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world 
through  Jesus Christ our Lord,  
Amen 

 

All Age Focus (Julie) 
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Song: Hosanna In The Highest 

Hosanna, Hosanna 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, Hosanna, 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Lord we lift up your name 
with hearts full of praise 
Be exalted oh Lord my God! 
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
Glory, Glory 
Glory to the King of kings! 
Glory, Glory, 
Glory to the King of kings! 
 
Lord we lift up your name 
with hearts full of praise 
Be exalted oh Lord my God! 
Glory to the King of Kings! 

Carl Tuttle Copyright © 1985 Shadow Spring Music 

Dramatic Reading based on John 11: 1-45  (Peter and Tammy)  

Talk (Julie) 

Song: Amazing Love 

My Lord what love is this 
That pays so dearly 
That I, the guilty one may go free 
 
Amazing love, o what sacrifice 
The Son of God given for me 
My debt he pays and my death he dies 
That I might live, that I might live. 
 
And so they watched him die 
Despised, rejected 
But oh, the blood he shed flowed for me 
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Amazing love, o what sacrifice 
The Son of God given for me 
My debt he pays and my death he dies 
That I might live, that I might live. 
 
And now this love of Christ 
Shall flow like rivers 
Come wash your guilt away, live again 
 
Amazing love, o what sacrifice 
The Son of God given for me 
My debt he pays and my death he dies 
That I might live, that I shall live. 

Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1989 Make Way Music. 

Creed with actions 

We believe in God, the Father, Almighty (hands in the air with 
arms bent) 
who sent Jesus into the world. (arms out in front) 
He came as a baby, born of the Holy Spirit, (cradling motion) 
was crucified, (arms as on a cross) 
died, (head down)  
and was buried. (crouch down) 
On the third day, He rose again from the dead, (leap in the air)  
He ascended into heaven, (arms lifted high) 
where he prays for us continually. (hands together in prayer 
above head) 
Praise the Lord, Alleluia! (hands in the air at 45 degrees) 

 

Intercessions including Collect and Lord’s Prayer (Andrew) 

Responses 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and for ever.  
Amen 

Offertory Song: When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
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Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748). 

Offertory Prayer 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness,  
the power, the glory, 
the splendour, and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own do we give you.  
Amen 

The Peace 

He who raised Jesus from the dead, will give life to our mortal bodies. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a (socially distanced) sign of peace. 

Sharing Time 

Blessing 

May we find in Christ crucified 
A strength in times of darkness 
A support in times of weakness 
And the assurance that life is eternal 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among us and remain with us and with all whom we love 
today, tomorrow and for ever more.  
Amen. 

Final Song: Blessed Assurance 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
O what a foretaste of glory divine 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood 



9 

This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 
This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love 
 
This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 
This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Saviour am happy and blessed 
Watching and waiting, looking above 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love 
 
This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 
This is my story, this is my song 
Praising my Saviour all the day long 

Fanny Jane Crosby (1820-1915) 

Dismissal 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Going out: You’ve Got A Friend 

When you’re down and troubled,  
And you need God’s guiding hand 
Cause nothing, nothing is going right, 
Close your eyes and say a prayer 
And know that God is there, 
To brighten up even your darkest night 
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You just pray and call his name, 
And you know wherever you are 
He’ll be listening, to guide you again 
Winter, Spring Summer or Fall 
No prayer is ever too small 
Cause he’ll be there,   yes, yes, yes, you’ve got a friend 
 
If the sky above you, 
Grows dark and full of clouds 
And that old north wind begins to blow, 
Keep your faith together 
And know you’re not alone,  
Just listen for his whisper at your door 
 
You just pray and call his name, 
And you know wherever you are 
He’ll be listening, to guide you again 
Winter, Spring Summer or Fall 
No prayer is ever too small 
Cause he’ll be there,   yes, yes, yes, you’ve got a friend 

James Taylor (altered) 

 


