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Pastoral introduction 
In the absence of so many of our usual activities and events in the life of our parish 

you will instead read from several sources about the work of ‘Middleton In Action 

Together (MIAT)’: who is involved, how it was created, what it does and how it 

does it, plus the awards it has received.  I therefore begin by reminding us all: 
 

Never forget these two things:  to whom we belong  

AND      for whom we do our faithful work  
 

Our response during the pandemic to the vulnerable in the community by MIAT is a wonderful example 

of the above reminder. God bless you and thank you for living out your faith in this way. It has been such 
a privilege to have been a small part of such an amazing parish where God has been so very active in the 

most wonderful way during 2020. Many details are covered on pages 10, 12, and 23 but it is appropriate 

to use the limited space below to show some images for MIAT. 

Rev’d Jackie Calow, Incumbent in the Benefice of Tonge, Rhodes and Alkrington 
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Agenda 

Parish of Tonge-cum-Alkrington,  St. Michael 

Townley Street, Middleton M24 1BT 

28th February 2021 

in Church beginning at 11am with participants gathering via Zoom  

 + 

Annual (Vestry) Meeting of the Parishioners 2021 - Agenda  

(Open to all residents of the parish) 
  

1. Opening prayers led by Dorothy Haynes 

2. Election of Churchwardens for the year 2021 - 2022 

+ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2020 - Agenda  

(Open to all those whose names appear on the Electoral Roll (published on 13th February 2021) 
 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Approval of minutes of the APCM held 28th October 2020 via Zoom 

3. Matters arising 

4. Presentation of the Report 

5. Treasurer’s Financial Report  

6. Electoral Roll Report  

7. Safeguarding Report  

8. Elections of: 

 PCC members  (4 members for 3 years) 

9. Appointment of an Independent Examiner for the accounts 

10. Licensed Reader - membership of PCC 

11. Date of next PCC meeting: Thursday 3rd March 2021 at 7pm via Zoom;  

12. Closing prayers 
 

NB  Archdeacon’s Visitation will be announced in due course 
 

MINUTES PARISH CHURCH OF TONGE cum ALKRINGTON, ST MICHAEL 

Annual (Vestry) Meeting of the Parishioners 28th October, 2020 
 

Present 

Rev’d Jackie Calow (Chair) Neil McClure (Churchwarden), James Watson (Churchwarden) and Via Zoom 

- Jenny Fitzpatrick, Jenny Jackson, Hannah McMahon, Kelly Baxendale, Lez Beresford, Joan Beresford, May 

Towler, Yvonne Jennings, Anne McKenzie, Rachel McMahon, Hildred Hampson, Dorothy Haynes, Adrian 

Bentley, Peter Duce, Andy Nichols and Paul Forrest 
 

Apologies: Alma Tickle, Peter Hayward, Eric Haynes, John Bray 
 

Election of Church Wardens for the year 2020 – 2021 

Neil McClure 

James Watson 

Both Duly elected 

Jackie offered sincere thanks, on behalf of the whole parish, for everything Elaine Morgan had done in her 

role as Churchwarden.  The enthusiasm for her role and the encouragement offered to others were 
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Elaine’s gift and she was not afraid to challenge but in the most sensitive way and with compassion.  Jackie 

let the meeting know a gift is to be arranged. 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
Present Present in church: Neil McClure, James Watson, Jackie Calow,  

Via Zoom - Jenny Fitzpatrick, Jenny Jackson, Hannah McMahon, Kelly Baxendale, Lez Beresford, Joan     

Beresford, May Towler, Yvonne Jennings, Anne McKenzie, Rachel McMahon, Hildred Hampson, Dorothy 

Haynes, Adrian Bentley, Peter Duce, Andy Nichols and Paul Forrest 

Apologies 

Alma Tickle, Peter Hayward, Eric Haynes, John Bray 
 

Approval of minutes of the APCM held 24th March 2019 

The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting.  

Proposed by: Peter Duce, Seconded by: Dorothy Haynes, In Favour: All 

Matters arising  None 

Presentation of the General Report 

Yvonne Jennings stated that the report was very comprehensive. 

Treasurer’s Financial Report 

Peter Duce commented that the savings made were very creditable, Jackie confirmed that there had been 

cutbacks in expenditure over the year. 

Yvonne Jennings asked about the gift aid value dropping.  Jackie confirmed that this was due to the drop in 

total income.  A question about fewer people gift aiding followed.  The response to this was that standing 

orders still get Gift Aid if a form has been filled in for that individual.  Jackie added that she didn’t think 

there was a problem as GASDS has allowed us to claim the maximum available this year for the first time 

and that the Gift Aid secretary has got her eye on this and is spotting regular donators that don’t have a 

form signed.  The ‘docket’ that goes in to the giving plate, to show people who have donated by SO     

already, was discussed.  These will be available once we get back to circulating the offering plate. 

A point around GASDS gift aid limits of £30 for a single donation was raised but that the Inland Revenue 

have waved this rule for multiple donations from a single donor for the time being.  Peter Duce raised the 

point that the taxable amount for an individual can be matched as a gift aid donation.  So for example, if 

someone is taxed £5k then the Church can claim an equal amount from that individual in Gift Aid         

contributions. It is up to the individual monitor the level of gift aid we claim against the tax they pay.  

Mike and Gwen were thanked for their support. 

Electoral Roll Report 

Hannah McMahon asked if there should there be a comparison from the previous year in this report.    

Peter Duce reported that there were 139 last year and Jackie confirmed that this was a net loss of 1 with 

several new entries, balances with several removed from the roll. 

Safeguarding Report  

No questions were raised from this report, but Kelly Baxendale mentioned her involvement in the       

Middleton in Action Together work. 

Jackie offered her thanks to Kelly for all that she does.  There are many roles, such as the welcomers, 

who don’t get mentioned and do a lot of work in the background, but Kelly plays vital role and the 

Church are very lucky to have her support. 

Health & Safety Report 

Trip mats were raised as a hazard. (Being piled on top of each other in walkway areas) 

Elections of 

Deanery Synod members.  There were 4 places available on the PCC in 2019, but we have now only been 

allotted three places for 2020 based on the Electoral roll number. 

Yvonne Jennings, May Towler, Anne McKenzie All duly elected 

Jackie thanked them for wanting to carry on as Deanery Synod members, as it is a vital role. 

The Deanery landscape will change in 2021 and there will be seven large Deaneries from May 2021. 

Dorothy was the fourth member in 2019.  As she has a permanent role on the PCC, as a licenced reader, 

Dorothy has kindly taken a back seat but has played such a vital role in terms of providing reporting from 

the Denary Synod and in the Annual Report. 

PCC members (4 members for 3 years) 
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Members reaching the end of their three year term; 

Lauren Haworth,  Hannah McMahon, Jenny Jackson, Rob Lundy, John Bray 
 

Jackie mentioned that each one plays a different and important role.  All have been great and will continue 

their other roles in Church.  Jackie went through these roles and thanked them all for their continued 

support. 

Proposed members for 2020 for three years; 

Tracy Butterworth, Anne Bell, Andy Nichols, Lynne Allonby, All duly elected 

It was raised that there are currently two vacant posts for a 2-year term. 
 

Independent Examiner of accounts 

Roger Pegum, Proposed by: Paul Forest, Seconded by: Hannah McMahon, In Favour: All 
 

Sides people 

Jackie stated that Church representation rules had changed in 2019, so this is no longer an item from 

APCM and is now a warden’s remit. 
 

Other Posts  

Deputy Warden to be confirmed at next PCC, 29th Oct 2020, along with; Treasurer, Electoral Roll officer 

and PCC Secretary. 

Jackie offered her thanks to James Watson for the support he has offered as PCC secretary over the past 

3 years, following the move to his new role as Warden. 
 

Note: Jackie confirmed that all nominations and seconds were made by members on the electoral role of 

this parish. 
 

Other Notes 

A question around the finances post lockdown was raised which lead to discussions including 2020 Parish 

share stability and the roof repairs. 

Jackie reported that income has been significantly affected and that the Church has not been able to do its 

usual fund raising. 

Jackie was able to comment on the September 2020 financial report and stated that a contribution of 

£15,500 had been made towards the Parish Share annual requirement of £36,565 for the year and that a 
further £10,000 had been made since. 

Other financial items to note in the September position were; 

Total income to date £40,088 

Total exp to date £43,006 (A balance of - £2,918 against income) 

Current Account & Discretionary Account Balance £18,569.62 
 

The discussion around Gift Aid was revisited and a question around the name of the Bank Account was 

raised.  If changing the monthly standing order amount, the bank account name is required. 

Action: Dorothy Haynes to find out from Gwen Brookes what the exact name of the bank account is. 

Peter Duce reported it was ‘St Michael’s Tonge PCC Finance Account’ 

It was raised that we still don’t have the facility to use ‘direct banking’.  This is an ongoing situation and 

was part of the 2017 APCM.  Jackie reported that as we will need to change signatory requirements for 

the accounts, we could investigate a shortened name for the account. 

The meeting closed with Jackie’s thanks for what everyone is doing and how unbelievable and amazing 

everyone’s support is and what a big help it has been.   

The good news added to this was that a small group of children will be singing in Church the following 

Sunday. 

 

Date of next PCC meeting: Thursday 29th Oct 2020 at 7.15pm via Zoom. 

 

Proposed date of next APCM: Monday 15th Feb 2021. 

 

Closing Prayers led by May Towler. 
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The Parochial Church Council - Objectives and Activities - Report  
The primary object of St. Michael’s Parochial Church Council is the promotion of the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and practices of the Church of England, in promoting throughout 

the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the church pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  In 

addition to this, the PCC has management responsibilities for administration and maintenance of The Old 

Vic, located next to St. Michael’s church building. 

The 2020 Parochial Church Council has the following elected members: 

Rev’d Jackie Calow (Chair), 

Neil McClure (Warden 3rd year) 
James Watson (Warden 1st year), 

Paul Forest (Deputy Warden 2nd year), 

Jenny Jackson (Secretary 1st year) 

May Towler (Deanery Synod ex-officio),1st Year 

Ann McKenzie (Deanery Synod ex-officio), 1st Year 

Yvonne Jennings (Deanery Synod ex-officio), 1st Year 

Dorothy Haynes (Licensed Reader) 

Fred Hardy (3rd year),  

Adrian Bentley (2nd year), 

Helen Heaton (2nd year), 

Rachel Hill (2nd year), 

Lynne Allonby (1st year), 

Anne Bell (1st year), 

Tracy Butterworth (1st year), 

Andy Nichols (1st year), 

Kelly Baxendale (co-opted), 

Steve Elderfield (co-opted) 

The PCC’s main function is to co-operate with the Vicar in promoting the ministry of this church.  PCC 

members are in effect the trustees of a charity, they have a legal responsibility for the church’s finances, 

its buildings, and safeguarding.  Much of the extensive MAP planning is devolved to our Portfolio Groups;  

Buildings and Maintenance 

Pastoral Care 

Education and Nurture 

Outreach 

The full PCC met 9 times and met on three further occasions as a standing committee in 2020.  Individual 

portfolio groups also meet regularly. The average attendance at the main PCC meetings this year has 

been 69.0%, with the lowest attendance during August.  The attendance never fell below a third       

membership, thus ensuring each meeting was quorate. 

The following matters were discussed at the main Meetings 

January – With £30,000 already paid into the parish share contribution for 2019, it was agreed that a 

further £5,500 payment should be paid.  This was agreed based on the principal that the next 3 years 

would be 3% increase year on year from a £35,500 baseline.  The Church account balance at this point 

was £11,000.  After contacts made over the last few months the PCC approved the appointment of an 

architect.  Findings around the alternative options to replace the hymn books were shared as well as     

several fundraising ideas to cover the costs.  Infant church was delighted to share that they had received a 

£60 donation to spend on resources. 

February – Following correspondence from area leaders, responding to discrimination concerns within 

the diocese, it was proposed that St Michaels should gain Inclusive Church accreditation to reflect the 

work we are doing to welcome everyone.  The new architect had completed an inspection of the church, 

once written the report will identify priorities. 

April – Following the outbreak of Covid-19 and the subsequent lockdown, this meeting was held to up-

date the PCC on how the Church was responding.  The March standing committee was also summarised 

for the information of the group.   

July – Following two further standing committee meetings, to continue arrangements around the        

pandemic, this meeting was held to formulate a plan of action in response to the government’s guidance 
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around reopening places of worship.  The risk assessment was shared with the group and it was reported 

that St. Michaels would open with only the 9:30 Sunday service (with a booking system) and the     

Wednesday pm service to follow (on review) as that allowed a 72 hours gap.  Several safety requirements 

were discussed, and items actioned to ensure the risk assessment was fulfilled.  

August – Elaine’s impending retirement from the PCC was announced to the group and a lot of very 

nice comments were recoded about Elaine’s contributions.  Jackie’s proposal to make a request to the 

Bishop for a section 32 instrument (Marriage Measure allowing banns read and marriage ceremonies in 

either Church in our benefice if one or the other had to be closed temporarily) was approved.  The     

Marriage Measure was approved by Bishop David.  It was announced that a new piece of cleaning      

equipment (a ‘fogger’) had been donated allowing a deep clean in line with the second part of the risk   

assessment when 72 hours between services is not possible.  Parish share payment was discussed and all 

were in favour of allowing the Treasurer to make judgement on an appropriate contribution.  The school 

admissions policy change went to the diocese for approval and the register will remain stood down until 

worship returns to normal.  

September – APCM key reports were reviewed and approved.  The risk assessment was discussed and 

an action taken for Jackie and Kelly to review around vulnerable members of the congregation.  The 

Quinquennial report had been received and a number of actions were identified.  It was discussed that the 

8am and 5.30pm services would remain on hold. 

October – Elections of Deputy Warden, PCC Secretary and Co-Opted members were held and         

appointed to.  Electoral Roll Secretary was reported vacant.  One of the APCM reports, Articles of      

Enquiry, was reviewed and questions answered with the consensus opinion of the group.  Mission Action 

Plan will be moved forwards in 2021. 

November – A payment of £6,585 towards parish share was approved by all.  It was announced that the 

scout hut had been broken in to, but a flood of donations had been received, including a single donation 

of £600.  Security camera quotes to be investigated.  The MAP portfolio groups were discussed and Jackie 

asked for the new PCC members to identify which of the four groups they would like to support.  The 

school admissions policy was discussed as advice received was to re-open the attendance register.  All 

approved the proposal to review this at the next meeting. 

December – It was reported that the account balance at November was £12,580 and so the proposal to 

pay £5,000 Parish Share contribution this month was approved.  This meant a total of £30,500 towards 
the annual contribution would be made with the treasurer to be allowed to decide the final contribution 

for the year.  Security cameras were discussed and approval given to investigate the cost.  Attendance 

register, in line with school admissions policy, was approved to be deferred until January while              

investigations into the current tier restrictions are investigated.  Not receiving the chalice as part of   

Communion was approved by all.  St Michael’s will work to gain Inclusive Church membership after a    

majority voted in favour of Jackie’s proposal to join.  Blue Christmas lunch will reach around 150 people. 

Jenny Jackson (PCC Secretary) 

Church Services 
In the highlighted column the following services were held at St. Michael’s Church during 2020 with    

comparisons to previous years It is clear with the huge differences in the number of baptisms and also 

funerals what an impact the pandemic has had to the shape of ministry.  The second table show the finan-

cial impact to us also many charities by not being able to hold our regular baptism services. 

 

 
 

Service 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

Baptisms 6 64 57 58 35 64 

Holy Matrimony 5 8 6 5 6 10 

Marriage Blessing 0 1 1 1 1 1 

Funeral in Church 7 11 15 10 8 9 

Funerals at the Crematorium 69 32 14 27 8+ ? 

Interment of Ashes 8 8 10 9 5 4 
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REPORTS 
 

Electoral Roll  
Following revision of the Electoral Roll between 30th January 2021 and 13th February 2021, The Electoral 

Roll is made up as follows: 
 

Residents  111   Non-Residents  25   Total Individuals  136 
 

If you would like to be a voting member of our church, or to be on the PCC then you should have your 

name entered on the Electoral Roll. There are forms at the back of church. 

A lay person shall be entitled to have his/her name entered on the roll of a parish if he/she is baptised, of 

sixteen years or upwards, has signed an application form for enrolment set out in Appendix I of these 

rules and declares him/herself   either –  

(a) to be a member of the C. of E. or of a Church in communion therewith resident in the    parish; or  

(b) to be such a member and, not being resident in the parish, to have habitually attended public worship 

in the parish during a period of six months prior to enrolment; or  

(c) to be a member in good standing of a Church which subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity 

(not being a Church in communion with the Church of England) and also prepared to declare himself to 

be a member of the Church of England having habitually attended public worship in the parish during a 

period of six months prior to enrolment.  
 

Churchwarden Report including the Fabric of the Church, The Churchyard and 

the Goods and Ornaments, plus The Old Vic 

Firstly I would like to thank Elaine Morgan for all her tireless work as Church Warden following her     

retirement from the role. It was a pleasure working with Elaine and I will miss her greatly. With the      

retirement of Elaine, James Watson has been elected as Elaine`s replacement and Paul Forrest continues 

to be Deputy Warden.  

Over the past few months Churchwardens have been responsible for overseeing the following projects/

activities: 

Gutters being cleaned above the Lady Chapel. 

Steps at the main entrance jet washed to remove algae and to prevent slipping. 

Donated Fogger used to disinfect the church and Old Vic following services and usage. 

Paper towel dispensers purchased and installed in the Old Vic and church. 

Fire extinguishers in the Old Vic and church serviced and replaced where necessary. 

Central Heating boilers serviced. 

Lightening conductor serviced. 

Electric supply installed into upper tower.  

Overhanging tree branches along main church driveway cut back.  

Assist with the Blue Christmas meal deliveries.  

Neil McClure and James Watson (Churchwardens) 

Safeguarding Officer  
Safeguarding – Keeping everybody safe from harm. 

All new members of the PCC and anyone that is working with vulnerable adults, such as in a pastoral role 

or supervising children continue to need a DBS check. It is also a requirement for such volunteers to    

undergo the Church of England online Diocese training. It remains to be vital that you inform the           

 

Year 

Total   

Donations 

Total given 

to Charity 

Amount 

retained 

Number 

of  

Baptisms 

Number of baptism services 

outside main act of worship 

Average 

collection 

per service 

2014 £1.8k Zero £1.8k  31 £58 

2017 £4.8k £2.4k £2.4k 58 43 £111 

2018 £5.2k £2.7k £2.6k 57 37 £141 

2019 £5k £2.5k £2.5k 64 50 £100 

2020 £450 £225 £225 6 (3) 5 (2 with restrictions) £150 
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volunteer Safeguarding officer if anyone new joins these teams – this would include home communions. 

Safeguarding is a standing item on the PCC agenda. 

Contact Kelly Baxendale or Rev’d Jackie Calow if you have any concerns. 

Rev’d Jackie Calow: 07824 445596 E: jackie.2026309@gmail.com. 

St Michaels and All Saints Safeguarding officer (voluntary basis): 

Kelly Baxendale : 07973 460348     e: kelsiejackson@hotmail.com 

Deputy (voluntary basis): Deborah Clancy M:07503 192217 e: Deborah.clancy@hotmail.co.uk 

Manchester Diocese Safeguarding officers: 

Abbey Clephane-Wilson. Or Deputy: Kathyrn Ford T: 0161 828 1428 

Policy documents can be found on pages 29 and 30  

We have continued to work to Church guidance and updates have been provided to the PCC on our 

progress. As the volunteer Safeguarding officer I have engaged with the Health and Safety team and PCC 

members particularly in the early days looking at how we respond to COVID and subsequently how we 

work within the guidance to ensure we are mitigating COVID risks as best as possible.  

I have also supported “safer recruitment” practices for the Middleton in Action Together initiative and 

developed processes and paperwork to work within recommended guidance for the volunteers involved.  

New PCC members have been asked to complete the Safeguarding training and I have processed DBS 

checks as is required.  I have been available to support our Churches and Middleton in Action Together 

with any Safeguarding queries. 

   Kelly Baxendale – Safeguarding Officer 

PCC Portfolio Groups 
Building and Maintenance Portfolio Group (Portfolio Holder - Neil McClure) 

The building and maintenance team is currently made up of Adrian Bentley, Steve Elderfield, Paul Forrest, 

Rob Lundy and Andy Blunn.  

With the church being closed for a considerable period of time and England being in lockdown the B&M 

team haven’t been meeting.  

Over the lockdown period the church architect, Andrew Kepczyk, has carried out a Quinquennial       

Inspection  (QI five yearly report) that has identified a number of issues effecting the fabric of the church      

building. This may require a significant amount of money being spent to repair the issues that have been 

discovered. A meeting is to be arranged with the architect to advise the PCC on implementing the       

recommendations.  

The Community Payback team have recommenced working on the church grounds and have already 

made a big difference in the graveyard cutting back overgrown trees and bushes.   

Neil McClure, Churchwarden & ALM 

Mission and Outreach Portfolio Group (Portfolio Holder - Hannah McMahon) 

We have continued to use Fairtrade products such as tea and coffee for after service refreshments. Since 

the pandemic started in March no further progress has been made.  

Hannah McMahon 

Pastoral Care Portfolio Group (Portfolio Holder - Elaine Morgan) 

At the beginning of 2020, along with Rev’d Jackie, members of the Pastoral Care Team included: Elaine 

Morgan (Portfolio Holder), Jenny Jackson, May Towler, Joan and Les Beresford, Yvonne Jennings, Gwen 

Brookes, Gaynor Smethurst and Mark Thompson.  
 

Our aim for St Michael’s (and All Saints) in 2020 to become a Dementia Friendly Church was very high on 

the agenda. Following the receipt of a Diocesan grant, Rev’d Jackie, who is a Dementia Friends Champion, 

arranged a full days training for the whole of the Manchester Diocese by the Lichfield Diocese Dementia 

Co-ordinator, Sarah Thorpe on the 16th and 19th November 2019. The ultimate aim is for Manchester to 

become a ‘Dementia Friendly Diocese just like Lichfield, which has the backing of Bishop David and the 

senior leadership team. Sarah spent a full day sharing how Lichfield has achieved this with accreditation 

from the Alzheimer’s Society. Course participants from around the diocese, including Elaine and other 

members of the pastoral Care Team received a detailed plan of how to cascade their learning into the 

parishes and deaneries. The intention was to lead courses together in 2020 after Easter. All this is now on 

hold until we can have face-to-face meetings again.     
 

The pandemic changed our ministry significantly. Unable to make visits, or take Holy Communion, meet in 
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church, and with many of our parishioners living alone or separated from family and friends, telephone 

calls became a valuable way of staying in contact. As a large parish we very quickly compiled a list of 130 

singles/couples. Dividing those names between us, we quickly established a pattern of calls depending on 

the support needed. We also worked closely with Middleton In Action Together offering mutual support. 

With the death of Elaine, it feels right to focus on the ministry of Elaine in the Pastoral Care Team.  
 

Elaine was very much part of those pastoral calls. She had a long list of people she took great joy in      

calling. Elaine, was a superb listener, not quick to offer solutions, (not always wanted) She simply give 

space to listen, knew the right questions to ask and only offered solutions if they were needed. Elaine   

always left you feeling that she genuinely cared about you, that you could trust her with your fears and 

concerns and she could make you laugh too. Her faith was such that she was able to pray with and for 

people over the phone and her prayers were just beautiful, full of compassion, hope and encouragement. 

She also enjoyed singing a song or two and she enjoyed singing both traditional, and old Sunday School 

hymns together with Doris Moult – neither of them needing a hymn book. 
 

Surgery prevented Elaine from making regular calls whilst she was in and out of hospital for some of 2020, 

however, as soon as she was home, the questions would come – checking on everyone, making calls – the 

people she cared deeply about were never far from her heart and prayers. 
 

Alongside her purposeful and valued calls, Elaine was passionate about the annual Blue Christmas lunch,          

historically called the Christmas meal for the elderly. It was a passion for us all. We were delighted with 

the 2019 meal with Jenny as head chef and the new cooker in the Old Vic and looking forward to the 

2020 meal. We anticipated that it might need to be cancelled, but PCC member Rachael Hill organised for 

her school chef and staff to cook the meal. Delivered directly to people’s homes, it was a great success 

once again and benefitted far more people than we could have fitted into the Old Vic (163). Whatever 

way the meal is cooked in 2021, and for however many, the meal will be flavoured with the love of Elaine 

as it is her legacy gift to provide the next meal. Thank you, Elaine, always so thoughtful and generous. We 

are going to miss you so very much. (RIP) 
 

In May and June, Rev’d Jackie, Jenny, Joan and Les and youth group leader, Annette attended a     

‘Bereavement and Loss’ Zoom Course, for two hours per week for four weeks aimed at supporting 

young people through loss of any kind.  During these last few months, the course has helped us all to 
guide those, of any age, who are going through some really hard times and we look forward to face-to-

face meetings to help support our young people struggling with loss when we can. 
 

With some final words from Jenny, who has now taken on the role of PCC Portfolio Holder for Pastoral 

Care: This Year has been very different to any previously, but I feel we have all done our best to ensure 

that our wonderful community knows they are never alone and with Gods good grace we will be able to 

go back to Church and all meet up again soon. 
 

Education and Nurture Portfolio Group  

(Portfolio Holder - Dorothy Haynes plus May Towler for Prayer and Spirituality) 

John Bray, May Towler, Ann MacKenzie, Dorothy Haynes (working with Kelly (Junior Church) and Lauren 

and Hannah (Infant Church). 

The team held a meeting at the beginning of the year where it was reported that the prayer chain was 

working well. We were looking forward to being involved with experience Easter, working with the    

leaders of Junior and Infant church and looking at how to raise funds for the new hymn books. Then came 

covid which meant 'Experience Easter' had to be cancelled along with most other activities. 

The Junior/Infant Church leaders have worked well together to provide excellent online teaching for 

these groups however, the older members of our group (not being techno competent) didn’t really get 

involved. 

It was also decided that as many people were facing financial difficulty it was not the right time to ask for 

money towards new hymn books but maybe, when we are able to sing again in our worship, people may 

think that would be the right time to donate towards new books as a thanksgiving that we have come 

through the virus. 

The group have met together in other ways, not least of all for morning prayer where we have continued 

to pray together for the needs of the parish and the wider world. Many of us have also been involved in 
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phoning others to support those who are vulnerable. We are looking forward to what will hopefully be a 

much better year ahead but will take forward with us the lessons we have learnt from this year and     

continue to find new ways of doing things. 

Dorothy Haynes, Licensed Reader 
Middleton In Action Together (MIAT) 
Middleton in Action Together (MIAT) was formed in March 2020, following the sad passing of Darrell 

Blakeley. It was Darrell`s family`s wish that acts of kindness were carried out in his memory. 

In March 2020, the UK entered into a National Lockdown as Covid 19 began to spread rapidly. MIAT   

responded by supporting vulnerable members of the community who were self-isolating to assist with 
food shopping, to collect medical prescriptions, to provide food parcels to people who were in financial 

difficulty and to support staff and residents of Middleton care homes by providing PPE equipment and 

cheer up packages.  

Since the first National Lockdown MIAT has continued to support the community by supplying food     

parcels to those in financial difficulty and isolating. In 2020 we delivered 450 food parcels. We have       

entered into partnership with Middleton Central Foodbank, Rochdale Council Emergency Hub and Action 

Together to support vulnerable people.. Also the Burnside Centre who receive our surplus donations 

supporting 50-60 families each week.  

I would like to thank the volunteers who make MIA work and continue to give up their precious time to 

collect donations, make up food parcels and deliver the bags of food. Paul, Tracey, Jackie, Stephen, Phil, 

Susan, Sebastian, Madeline, Keeley, Jenny, Clair, Jake, Ruby, James, Kelvin, Helen, Leeanne, Oliver, Anne 

and Keith.   

Middleton In Action Together has been formally recognised by the Manchester Diocese, our local MP,  

Chris Clarkson and Alkrington Community Spirit Awards who awarded us the Act of Kindness award.  

Neil McClure, Middleton In Action Together Co-ordinator 

Authorised Lay Ministry 
I have been keeping busy throughout the Pandemic preparing and leading the intercessions at the 9.30am 

service on a Sunday when the church is open. Due to the Family Service currently being suspended I have 

not been directly involved in leading any family worship. 

What is an Authorised Lay Minister? (ALM) 

Authorised Lay Ministers (ALMs) are lay people active in church life, who have been identified by their 

parish as having a particular gifting, vocation or calling to share in the team ministry of the local church. 

ALMs are nominated by their incumbent and PCC to be trained, nurtured and equipped in preparation 

for being ‘commissioned’ by the Bishop to carry out a mutually agreed ministry role back within the local 

parish context. ALMs are expected to work collaboratively as part of the wider parish ministry team in 

serving, resourcing and encouraging all God’s people to carry out the vision and mission of God’s Church. 

What does the training involve?  

The ALM training course is broken down in to 3 parts that run each year from January to September.  

Part 1: Core Module from January to Easter all candidates undertake an exciting and practical 8 week 

core module together. The module explores what ALM ministry is, what it means to be called to serve as 

a lay minister in the local church and how we can develop the skills required to make sure our ministries 

remain fruitful. During this time there will also be 2 additional training days focusing on the areas of     

safeguarding and collaborative ministry. 

Part 2: Ministry Electives from Easter to June candidates will do 8-12 weeks’ specialist training in their   

selected area of ministry. There are currently 9 ministry electives available. 

Mission • Community • Children’s Ministry • Pastoral Care • Worship • Prayer and Spirituality • Youth • 

Parish Admin • plus the new addition of Ecology & Creation.  

Part 3: Commissioning from July to September candidates are encouraged to engage with ongoing         

reflective practice whilst working alongside their incumbent to finalise a role description that can be     

supported and approved by their PCC. In preparation for the September commissioning service there will 
also be a pre-commissioning quiet day. 

When is the next course if you want to sign up! 

NEXT COURSE - January 2022 Applications will be open from Summer 2021.  

Neil McClure, Churchwarden and ALM 
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Infant Church 
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6 

Infant church continued to offer support and inclusion to families at the 8am and 9.30am sessions. In      

January the 8am session was becoming so busy (8+families) that work began to engage health and safety 

and consult the other Infant church leaders with a proposed move to the Old Vic for a venue, particularly 

at 8am. This was very much supported by Junior church who offered to rearrange their room provision 

to accommodate at 9.30am. 

Ultimately no firm decision was made as the 9.30am group weren't finding capacity an issue so the action 

an was agreed that health and safety would look into the capacity of the Vestry for health and safety and 
we would move forward with this outcome, certainly if capacity is being reached. 

We began a weekly cleaning rota where after each session 8am and 930am, toys were wiped down after 

each session and monthly deep cleaned and floor mat washed. 

Infant church had its last session Sunday 15th March following government advise for a national lockdown 

from Friday 20th March 2020. Following Government guidelines it cannot yet legally resume. 

We are very grateful of Junior Church Lead Kelly Baxendale who has taken the lead to post regular      

resources on the Facebook site for families to access to continue their engagement. 

Financially Infant church has previously been funded entirely by leader donations, however in late 2019 we 

were provided a donation following a christening. This allowed for resources to be purchased for crafts 

and each child a small book for Christmas 2019. There is currently £20.50 left of this donation. 

Lauren Haworth 

Junior Church 
Junior Church was able to run from January until the lockdown in March. 

Due to COVID we suspended Junior Church and have not been in a position to run Junior Church for 

the remainder of 2020 physically at church for legal reasons. Rochdale as part of Greater Manchester has 

been in enhanced restrictions for most of that timeframe but regardless of this we do not have access to 

rooms big enough to be able to work to national and Church of England COVID guidance. We have also 

been following NYA guidance. It is with regret that this has been the case, however one of the buildings 

used for Junior Church has been utilised for Middleton in Action Together. This cause has been reaching 

families within the Church community and beyond and should take priority. Many of our families have   

engaged with the roaming food box and have continued to donate to, and support, Middleton In Action 

Together. We have moved online by using Facebook to post activities most weeks. We have utilised    

Diocesan resources that have been shared as well as accessing other resources. During Advent we      

increased our online presence with more regular posts and by launching the “Nativity Advent Trail” for 

families and children to join in with. Children from Infant and Junior Church have made cards for Easter 

and Christmas that were delivered to people on our pastoral and vulnerable lists. We have included        

St Michael’s and All Saints Churches in these activities.  

We are always in need of more volunteers – so if you can help a little or a lot we would welcome you to 

get in touch with Kelly Baxendale 

Could you be part of the team?   

E: kelsiejackson@hotmail.com M: 07973 460348          

Kelly Baxendale 

Youth Group 

We commenced back in January with 7 eager Year 6 girls all    excited after Christmas with the making 

of  'Smores' and Music night. February we decorated Pot plants and planted some seeds. Unfortunately 

those were our meetings completed for 2020 due to the commencement of the first lockdown in the 

Covid 19   Pandemic in March! 

Kathryn has again been instrumental in creating topics and new ideas and shopping for ingredients and 

resources. We have been unable to commence back at all during 2020 and have not at this present time 

commenced any on line meetings to the logistics around safeguarding and on line compliance. 

Kathryn has also withdrawn her commitment to volunteer with Youth Group. I would like to take this 

opportunity to personally thank her for her years of devotion and support she has shown. My daughter 

Kaitlyn and I are happy to continue providing our young people with the opportunity of a get together as 

soon as the Covid 19 situation safely allows. I will be asking for a further volunteer at the time. 

Positive prayers, stay safe and well,                                                                   Annette (and Kaitlyn) Heys 

mailto:kelsiejackson@hotmail.com
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Junior Choir 
The junior choir took a short beak after performing last Christmas. We started rehearsing in February for 

a special Mothering Sunday performance. Unfortunately due to the closure of church the children were 

unable to perform. In October, organist, Andy Nichols worked with three children with the view to   

singing at The Remembrance Day Service, unfortunately once again the children were unable to perform 

due to the lockdown.  Once Church reopened, Andy worked with Amy Crowther performing four carols 

for the Alternative Nativity.  

          Hannah McMahon 

Church Music Groups 

Not a lot to report as most of the year has been in lockdown. Had plans to do certain things during the 

year with the Church Choir but unfortunately could not meet up. 

Have helped a little with the Junior choir but had to be cancelled due to lockdowns. Helped with the    

Nativity also with music and solos. 

I have done some solos in church over the Christmas Period and hope in the future I can encourage more 

people either in the two Choirs or from the congregation to do some solos during 2021 whilst still under 

the tier systems. 

I have plans for music during 2021 but only when I can get all the choirs back together for practices when 

it is safe to do so. 

Andy Nichols. Organist and Choirmaster 
Tuesday Bible Study Group 
This year has been fragmented by the COVID virus, starting with the first lock-down from March 23rd. It 

wasn't until late June we were able to resume meetings with the help of Zoom, a great achievement for a 

group of senior citizens. We commenced this brave new world with the study of three of the minor 

prophets; Micah, Nahum and Habakkuk. This took us to the summer break in August. 

We re-convened in September with an in-depth study of Moses, covering the whole of the book of       

Exodus. The Advent study this year was the York course 'Expecting Christ', four sessions exploring       

several moments in our faith and lives where a door opens and lets Christ in. 

We begin 2021 studying the letters of John, still on Zoom but hoping for a return to face to face       

meetings. 
Anybody who is interested in joining the group will be more than welcome, please contact May Towler 

for details of the Zoom meeting. 

     May Towler, Reader Emeritus 

Prayer Breakfast 
The year began as any other with a few people meeting together on the 1st Saturday of the month for a 

time of reflection, prayer and fellowship. This was changed in April when Covid struck. Although prayer 

breakfast has not been possible since then because of the restrictions I am pleased to say that almost all 

of the people who attended on a Saturday now get together with Rev’d Jackie each morning where we 

continue to pray for the needs of the parish and the world. As in all areas of worship we are uncertain 

when 'normal service will be resumed' but assure you of our prayers always. 

Dorothy Haynes, Licensed Reader 

Mothers’ Union  
2020 started with a New leader taking over from Yvonne Jennings as branch leader, no easy task believe 

me, or was it? 

February arrived along with Covid it was going to be a year like no other. March arrived with lockdown, 

time for this leader to take a break, I was just starting to understand the great work the MU was actually 

involved in after attending two annual meetings with other local leaders. June we as a group supported 

Trafford Domestic abuse a car full of donations delivered. July we supported The River in Manchester  

delivering supplies collected as a group. We have not been able to return to meetings keeping up to date 

with everyone via e-mail, sharing the e-mails from MU as been a great comfort to our elderly members. 
We hope and pray this lockdown we move forward. I thank Yvonne for the support and direction and 

look forward to developing within the MU. Take care. 

Pam Thorpe 

NB Pam’s commissioning service will be taking place soon 
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Needlework Group 
Meet every Monday in the Old Vic from 2-4pm. At present we have 20 members and we are eager to 

welcome new members to our happy and lively group.  

This has been a difficult year with the group only meeting from January to  March which was the start of 

the pandemic.  However the majority of our ladies have kept in touch by telephone and also continued to 

carry on our good work from home.  Cath and Janet have kindly distributed our items to the hospitals for 

us.  Hopefully we will be able to resume our very friendly meetings sometime soon when we can carry on 

supplying the hospitals and nursing homes with much needed baby outfits and blankets. This is such 

worthwhile work for us and greatly appreciated by the recipients.  
Rev’d Jackie reported that on visits to one of our members, Joan Burns in a nursing home, Joan loved to 

proudly show off one of our lovely blankets to the other residents. Sadly Joan was one of the early       

victims to Covid-19 and she died in April 2020. May she rest in peace. 

Joan Eagleton 

Men’s Group  
Some Friday evening social events were already planned for this year, which obviously could not take 

place, due to the Covid restrictions.  

The Men’s Group consists of 30 men of different age groups.  

Very sadly, we lost regular members, Darrell Blakeley, Rodney Barr and Fred Hardy, RIP. 

We hope to reform in 2021 when the restrictions are lifted.  

Graham Barr and Roger Albiston 

Healing Ministry Team 
The Ministry of Healing through the administration of PRAYER and touch:  

Prayers for healing with the anointment of oil is usually offered a few times a year at the 9.30am service.  

This year it only happened in January. Like many other activities it was cancelled due to the Covid-19   

pandemic. 

Anointing palms and forehead, together with praying whilst touching the shoulder - involve physical     

contact. To reduce the spread of the virus it will be some time before we can resume these actions. 

Thankfully, The Eucharist provides spiritual healing, and this continues to be administered (bread only) 

during most services. Peace be with you. 
 Sharon Bannister 

Flower Ladies 
What a year!!! 2020 started well for us and during Lent we began making plans for Easter, this is a great 

opportunity for flower arrangers to do some lovely displays and celebrate this wonderful occasion in 

Church. Sadly, as you all know Coronavirus arrived and this terrible virus stopped each and every one of 

us from attending the services. 

After lockdown we placed some arrangements on the altars, and they remained until the Harvest Festival. 

We were thrilled to at last make the Church look alive again with our displays for which we received 

some lovely compliments, thank you. 

Our next big occasion was the Remembrance Day Service, everything was brought down from the Old 

Vic, we were ready to decorate and remember all who had served in the wars, again we were put into 

another lockdown and Church had to close. 

We are now in the Advent period and church has been decorated on the windowsills, font, and of course 

our new Advent Wreath stand. The Altars will be having flowers on for Christmas. Let’s hope that 2021 

will bring a lot more floral displays in Church and we can all start attending again. 

Thank you for all your support.  The Flower Team. 

Janet R., Janet W. & Chris  
Heywood and Middleton Deanery Synod Report 
During 2020 Deanery Synod met 3 times and each time, as is customary, we opened with prayer then   

after agreeing minutes from the previous meeting we discussed the topics for each meeting. 
January 20th at St James Heywood. The main topic of this meeting was looking at 'A Church for a         

Different World' with Bishop Mark Davies giving a presentation. Bishop Mark was accompanied by Helen 

Platt. The presentation looked at how and why our churches need to change and how we could do things     

differently (which turned out to be very relevant given the restrictions this year). One of the main     
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changes would be the change from 20 deaneries down to 7 deaneries with a full time Area Dean for each 

area. Many ideas were put forward and many questions were asked and, where possible, answered. 

This meeting also included 'good news' from St James' church presented by Rev Ian Stamp.   

28th May 2020 by Zoom. This was our first meeting via Zoom and after opening with prayer we           

remembered people from the churches in the deanery who had died from Covid. We then had a 'round 

robin' from all the churches stating how we were coping with the restrictions and what each church was 

doing. This was very encouraging with everyone being given the chance to speak about how their worship 

had changed and how they were serving the community. Some members excused themselves at 8pm as 

they went outside to cheer and clap for key workers including Vivian, a much loved member of               

St Michaels, a nurse who had died from the disease. 

7th October by Zoom. The main topic of this meeting was Transforming the Manchester Diocese. We 

were taken through presentations about what has been done so far, where we were in respect of the 7 

Area Dean posts and plans for the future. There were many questions asked especially around how the 

Area Dean roles will work, how they will be funded and what this will mean for remaining clergy. 

At this meeting Sister Frances advised us of her own impending retirement from the role of Area Dean 

on 31st December 2020. 

Dorothy Haynes, Licensed Reader 

Children’s Society 
A Christingle service was held in December 2019 but due to COVID 19 restrictions we have been unable 

to arrange one for 2020.The box collection for 2019/20 raised £537 which once again was unable to be 

completed due to COVID 19 restrictions.  hopefully we will be able to catch up once the restrictions are 

lifted. The Children’s Society do amazing work and deserve our support. Thank you to everyone who 

continues to support them. It is really appreciated. 

Ann McKenzie 07511 780408 

Christian Aid 
Unfortunately due to my own personal circumstances and COVID 19 I have been unable to fund raise 

during 2020. I apologise and hope to make up for it in 2021. Christian Aid does amazing work and        

deserves our support. Thank you for your support.  

Ann McKenzie 

St Michael’s Website 
Updates on the website have been dominated by the changes that the Coronavirus Pandemic have forced 

upon us as a Church. For large periods of the year there has been no activity allowed either in Church or 

by our usually active groups. The only items I have been able to share on our News page and our Other 

activities page, usually our main source of information, have been attachments regarding our Risk          

Assessments and general conditions that have to be imposed regarding our safety. 

Rev’d Jackie has worked tirelessly to keep pace with the constant changes relayed to us as a Church by 

the Government and the Church of England and this has not been easy to follow and understand. Other 

than the magnificent work undertaken by our Heroes who have formed the Middleton in Action          

Together Team there has been little else to add to the website. 

I have included each week the anniversaries of those loved ones recorded in our Book of Remembrance 

in order that we are able to continue to pay our respect and prayers to those departed who have shaped 

our lives and also listed the weekly reading references for morning prayer which has continued via Zoom 

by our dedicated team who continue to keep so many in prayers. These last two items were a feature in 

our weekly Pew Sheet, of course on hold until we are able to resume our usual service patterns. 

There are many who have done sterling work via our Facebook pages of St Michael’s Church and of 

course All Saints Church, Rhodes and also the Middleton in Action Together pages, to keep everyone in 

touch. I should also add that we have had foot sloggers, our telephone team of Pastoral Carers, those   

assisting with services in Church, volunteer readers, camera people, sound desk operatives and booking in 

“clerks” who have done so much to fill the void created by the Pandemic. 

We are a Church blessed with so many means of communication outlets and as we look forward to a   

return to normal or a new normal, I will try to provide a website that will be of interest to all. 

Please stay safe during this continued period of shielding and self-isolation and most important keep in 

touch with each other until we can gather together again and give thanks.  

Peter Duce (Communications Officer) 
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Social Media 
The church has three main social media outlets. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, plus YouTube and A 

Church Near You. Facebook continues to be the main way the church engages with its followers. 

Facebook - @stmichaelsmiddleton with a total following (number of people who like our page) of 448.  

Worldwide 79% of adults are on Facebook with 30 million active users in the UK. 

Instagram – stmichaelschurchmiddleton that has 100 followers. 

62% of 18-34 year olds use Instagram.  200 million new users a year on Instagram. 

Twitter - @StMichaelsChur2 our account has 13 followers. 

45% of 16-22 year olds use Twitter. 12.6% million UK users on Twitter. 
Our Facebook page has been established for a number of years and is by far the most active social media 

account. Posts that include pictures of our congregation or activities involving children from Junior church 

or the Family service tend to generate the most responses. It is used to live-stream our services. 

Instagram and Twitter have only recently been opened hence our low number of followers. 

We have six social media editors, Jackie Calow, Annette Heys, Lauren Haworth, Hannah McMahon, Kelly 

Baxendale and myself. 

New YouTube page where you can catch-up on services and other videos is called: St Michael’s Middleton 

and All Saints Rhodes 

Neil McClure, Churchwarden and ALM 

Contactless Giving 
The contactless card reader continues to be a safe and reliable way to donate as it provides a quick and 

easy way to speed up your weekly giving, reduces the cost of purchasing weekly giving envelopes and 

waste paper.  

The card reader can be used to pay for weddings and funeral fees, entries in the Book of Remembrance 

or weekly giving.  All card transactions are paid directly into the church bank account saving time having 

to count donations and pay sums of money in at a bank.  

Neil McClure, Churchwarden and ALM 

Old Vic Report 
Due to  COVID 19, there is nothing to report because as far as I’m aware no groups have been meeting 

except the Art Group for a short while between Lockdown one and two. Hopefully, 2021 will be a better 
year. Many thanks. 

 Lesley-Ann Beresford-Hallam 

GDPR 

In May 2018, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) replaced the previous law on data         

protection (the Data Protection Act 1998) The new regulations give individuals more rights and          

protection in how their personal data is used by organisations. 

All parishes must comply with its requirements, just like any other charity or organisation. 

Our data audit records how we previously handled personal data, and instructs how we will process that 

data in accordance with the new regulations. (GDPR.)  

The data audit will be reviewed annually. 

The Privacy Notice can be found on the website, and it is liberally displayed and distributed in paper     

format. 

The Privacy Notice describes how we will handle personal data, and it specifies the rights of the data    

subjects. (Anyone who’s personal data is held by the church.) 

The Privacy Notice provides a named contact, should a data subject wish to exercise their rights under 

the regulations. The Privacy Notice also describes what steps we must take should there be a data 

breach. 

Sub-Note: 

In most instances, we will not require specific written consent from a data subject in order to provide 

services to them. In some instances, specific recorded consent from a data subject will be required before 

we hold or process their personal data. In these instances, a signed consent form is the method of        

recording specific consent.  

Further information about consent can be found in our Privacy Notice, (see page 31-32) and on the 

Church of England website, and also on the ICO website. (Information Commissioner's Office) 
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Health and Safety  
Reported Accidents: There has been one reported accidents that have occurred on Church grounds - 

a fall on the main entrance steps at a funeral. 

Risk Assessment – January - A risk assessment was completed for both the Church and Old Vic       

buildings on January 19th 2020.  

The assessment was completed by Steve Elderfield and as was reviewed by Rev’d Jackie, Churchwardens 

and members of the PCC during the February meeting.    

I am satisfied that everything was reviewed at the time of the meeting and further actions were discussed 

and documented. 
Due to the unforeseen circumstances some\most of the actions on the assessment were not completed 

and will remain outstanding until the Covid restrictions have been lifted.  

Annual PAT Testing: Due to the Covid restrictions in place the annual PAT testing was not been in 

2020. Arrangements are in hand for this to be done very soon. 

Fire Extinguishers 

The annual maintenance of the fire extinguishers has been completed.   

Smoke Alarms – Old Vic Building, Smoke alarms in the Old Vic were tested earlier in 2020 by Steve 

and Neil.  These will be tested again in the next few months.  

Risk Assessment - Covid. A Risk Assessment had been completed in the Church building following the 

Covid outbreak which has focused on the government safety advice. Having reviewed the assessment I 

was satisfied that all measures had been taken so that the church remained a safe place of worship.  

Emergency Lighting 

From what I am aware we have regular checks to ensure the lighting is working correctly which is      

managed by Peter Duce, Checks have continued with the most recent undertaken in January 2021. 

Steve has temporarily fitted a hand sanitiser device at the level access entrance.  Another is to be fitted at 
the main entrance  in the New Year. 

Moving Forward, I would like to ask that all members of the PCC remain vigilant around the grounds and 

church buildings and please report any risks or hazards you notice to either Neil, James or Jackie.  

Steve Elderfield – Health & Safety Officer 
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St. Michael’s C. of E. Primary School  
The Spring term is traditionally less busy than the Autumn term, which end with Christmas performances, 

Carol Services and parties, however at St Michael’s we still managed to pack a lot in! 

Year 5 enjoyed a Residential in London where their days were packed with visits which included the    

London Eye and the Theatre. I joined the Year 4’s on their Residential to Rock and River in March. The 

children experienced lots of outdoor activities from abseiling to Den Building. The whole school          

participated in Mulan Day in March which had both a Literacy focus and a PSHE focus where stereo-types 

were challenged. We also celebrated World Book Day. Children and staff dressed up in their favourite 

book characters and shared their favourite books. The term ended abruptly on March 20th but not     
before we nearly had a visit from Ofsted! We are all set to go right up until 8.30pm the day before when 

we received a phone call to say that all inspections were cancelled. 

In the summer, we were fortunate to succeed in our bid and received funding from the Diocese to erect 

fencing at the side of our Key stage 1 playground which has made the site safer. We have also had new 

locking mechanisms fitted to the doors which lead onto the playground. We have plans to refurbish our 

Reception Bathroom and the Pre School bathroom next year. We are also being supported by funds from 

our hardworking PTFA, to develop some of our outside areas. 

School remained open to the children of Key workers through-out Lockdown and we were able to     

accommodate nearly 90 children during that period. As with all schools, we fully opened in September 

and were delighted to welcome all our staff and children back. It has not been an easy few weeks since 

the start of term, but we have put safety measures in place and tried to carry on as normal wherever   

possible. This has included delivering whole school Assemblies via Zoom by both myself and Reverend 

Jackie, who has delivered our Collective Worship weekly. Although our Christmas performances cannot 

go ahead in our usual way, we have managed to record a Traditional Nativity where each class will be    

telling part of the story and singing a Carol. We are finishing the term with a Pantomime via Zoom, which 

the children will enjoy within their own classrooms. 

Caroline McKeating, Head teacher St Michael’s CE Primary school 

St Michael’s Uniformed Groups 
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic the 2nd Middleton scout group haven't taken part in any activities since 

March. The scout hut was turned into a food bank distribution centre to support our local community at 

these uncertain times. Several leaders responded to this request and have helped in providing food par-

cels to our local community and we have seen this grow since March supporting endless people from our     

community. My thanks go out to all who have supported this venture and we are doing an amazing job. 

In the past few month scouting has returned but only meeting on zoom sessions to try and keep as many 

young people involved in scouting as possible. Scouting will return to 2nd Middleton scout group when it 

is safe to do so. In the mean time we are looking for new leaders for the beaver and scout sections so if 

anyone is interested in becoming a leader please contact me and we also have vacancy for young people 

to join.                                                                          Yours in Scouting, Paul Forrest (Group Scout Leader) 

Monday Rainbows Before covid there's 15 girls in the group a good waiting list started on badge work 

parties great fun we finished March for Easter with a party and sadly due to covid not been back but 

hopefully after Christmas we are starting a zoom meeting.                                                  Barbara Gould 
 

St Michael’s Brass Band 
We prepared a full program of events for 2020 including playing for church, playing in concerts and      

charity events. However we last met to rehearse on 12th March and we haven’t met since, due to Covid 

Restrictions and Lockdown. We are full members of Brass Band England who advise on the restrictions.  

Our Flügel player, Rona Heath, kindly played The Last Post outside at All Saints Church, Rhodes on      

Remembrance Sunday and again in Middleton for Armistice Day.  

Apart from that, members of the band have practised on their own at home and kept in contact by email 

and text. Some of us played hymns and tunes on our streets for VE Day. It has been a very sad situation 

for us all and we have missed playing together. We hope for better times in 2021.                        Pat Barr 
 

Defibrillator 

In May 2019, the CHT attended at church and trained members of the congregation on how to use a    

defibrillator. Thankfully, to date, the defibrillator has not been deployed. Regular maintenance checks are 

undertaken to ensure the battery is always fully charged.          Neil McClure, Churchwarden 
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Annual Financial Report See also following reports with accounting information 

The accounts have been prepared on a prepayment and accrual basis. The income excluding Gift Aid is 

£36,378 this year; last year it was £49,766. The amount collected at Baptisms is £197, last year £4,876 

with half being paid over to the charities of their choice. Due to COVID restrictions, there was no 

Church Fair. The Donations figure includes Middleton in Action Together amount of £1,045. The Church 

ministries figure includes payments made in respect of some of the donations, as it has not been possible 

to specifically allocate the donations. The creditors and accruals figure of £14,971, includes the           

outstanding Parish Share in the amount of £10,000 as we envisage paying this early 2021. School insurance 

£1,971, we have not as yet received the invoice and £3,000 in fees due to the MDBF. The debtors and             

prepayments figure of £2,500 is the estimated monies due from HMRC from the Gift Aid from October 

to December 2020 together with any GASDS.  

Michael Brookes FCA 
Independent Examiner’s Report 
I have examined the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2020 for St Michaels and they are a true 

and fair view of the financial affairs of the church.                                                                 Roger Pegum 
 

Gift Aid Secretary’s report 
During the year we have applied for and received three payments from HMRC in respect of Gift Aid and 

GASDS. 

The first Gift Aid payment being in respect of giving for the six months to 31st March 2020 this was in the 

amount of £3,608.21 and received in July. 

The second Gift Aid payment being in respect of giving for the six months to 30th September this was in 

the amount of £3,306.73 and received in December. 

The GASDS payment in the amount of £2,000 was received in May and this was the maximum claim     

allowed by HMRC. 

TOTAL MONIES RECEIVED IN 2020 FROM HMRC £8,914.94. 

Whilst this is still a substantial amount of Gift Aid we have been able to reclaim, it is unfortunately £2,000 

down in the monies from HMRC in 2019.  This equates to a drop of £8,000 in Gift Aid giving during the 

year. 

Gwen Brookes – Gift Aid Secretary 
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REV’D JACKIE’S REPORT FOR 2020 AT THE 2021 APCM  
 

At the APCM in late 2020, we reflected on 2019, a typical year with much to celebrate. I concluded the 

report by saying the APCM report for 2020 would be very different and of course it is. There are still 

things to celebrate and be hugely grateful for; there are still things to hope for and we must remember 

that it is God’s mission that must always be part of our wider vision; yet there are also things to lament 

and sadly, there is deep sadness in our church family with the loss of not just things but people too. 
 

Beginning then at the start of the year, I therefore, weave together both the joys and sorrows. 
 

2020 very much began as any other year, the children’s choir were getting established and growing in 
confidence, a meeting was held to plan the Uniformed Groups service in St. Michael’s for St George’s day, 

three glorious weddings took place – in January: Alice and Robert, Shaun and Claire, in February, Michael 

and Sonâ. The weddings were such happy occasions and a great start to the year. Violetta, Alexander, 

Claire, Eve and Harry took their first Holy Communions, young Mirela (8) was baptised, and we          

welcomed Rev’d David Brooks from St. Leonard’s parish to help with the volume of services across both 

parishes and our growing congregations. David would be helping by leading and preaching. On the January 

15th, there was great sadness as Alex Clegg lost his long battle with cancer and his death was felt deeply 

by his friends and especially fellow members of the Bible Study group. Alex often shared how he was not 

afraid to die, he was confident of being held in the safe hands of God who deeply cared for and loved him. 
 

Behind all these events, there was a growing apprehension in what was happening in China with the 

Coronavirus epidemic. This grew with developments in Italy and elsewhere. By March the word, 

‘epidemic’ changed to ‘global pandemic’ and then on the 13th of March, when five people had died in the 

UK from Covid-19, we sadly lost Darrell Blakeley (89) to this horrible virus. Darrell was gifted with the 

most beautiful reading and singing voice, a member of St Michael’s choir for almost 50 years and like Alex, 

he was quite a lovely, prayerful, faithful and popular member of St. Michael’s, with a caring and generous 

nature. Devastated by Darrell’s death, his family, Jonathan, Allie and Phoebe requested that instead of 

flowers, that acts of kindness were given in his memory. The legacy of that request was the creation of 

‘Middleton In Action Together’ (MIAT) which serves the whole community of Middleton and beyond. On 

the 18th March, together with all leaders in and around Middleton able to attend, I hosted my first Zoom 

meeting that we called to discuss what response to the Pandemic and looming first lockdown might be. 

Food parcels, shopping, prescription runs, pastoral calls were high on the agenda. Within a day we had a 

Facebook Page, (thank you Jim Hilton), dedicated phone line, (thank you Neil), guidance from Middleton 

Central Foodbank (thank you Carl), permission to use the Scout Hut for our base, a list of willing         

volunteers and appeals for donations going out everywhere. Thank you to Darrell and your lovely family. 

Your legacy of kindness has certainly been realised here in Middleton – we have helped so many people 

and families. (See report from MIAT on page 12.) MIAT is definitely a joy to celebrate and we will         

continue to respond to those in need as long as we can.  
 

Sadly, losing Alex and Darrell was just a beginning in terms of losses: the children who had practiced so 

hard were not able to sing at the Mothering Sunday Service, Lent study groups were interrupted, schools 

closed on the 20th March, and our churches closed for worship on the 22nd March. So many people      

instantly lost work, income, and we all lost contact with family and friends. We really did enter that     

Lenten journey of going into the wilderness. With churches closed, all services for Holy Week and Easter 

were held from the Vicarage, with the help of Neil and the technology of Facebook Live. We have       

continued to stream all our services online, and will do for the foreseeable future. I thank God for this 

technology which I know many of you have found to be a lifeline by continuing your worship from the 

safety of your own home. For those without Facebook, services can be watched later in the day, or week, 

on our new YouTube channel – St Michael’s Middleton and All Saints, Rhodes. 
 

Other losses felt deeply were more members of our church family to Covid-19. On the 22nd April, Joan 

Burns (89), and on the 27th May, Vivian Chi-Kwan Ng (28). Whilst vastly different in age, what they both 

had in common was their love of God and their families. With restrictions for funeral services limited to 

ten people at that time, Vivian, Joan and Darrell’s family’s, missed the face-to-face support and comfort 

they would usually receive. I will never forget the way Vivian’s four-year-old daughter, Skye supported and 

comforted her daddy, Vivian’s partner Tony. Or, Vivian’s cortege passing through NMGH hospital 
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grounds in thanksgiving for her work as a Phlebotomist. We continue to miss them terribly, but our grief 

is nothing compared to the loss and trauma felt by their families. Please continue to pray for them as they 

face the 1st anniversary of the loss of their loved ones in 2021, still unable to hold a celebration of life. 
 

At the beginning of ‘Lockdown One’, when those in the clinically vulnerable group were told to shield for 

twelve weeks, many of us made comments about the length of that time and we questioned how these 

people would survive, isolated from everything. Twelve weeks has of course turned into almost twelve 

months and I give thanks, once again to God, for those who have shown great resilience for longer than 

any of us could have anticipated. Thanks too, for the many friends and neighbours that have reached out 

with love and compassion to help those shielding. Surely this is our great calling, ‘To love one another as I 

have loved you’. (John 13: 23). It is a commandment from Jesus that is found in all the gospels and this     

pandemic has certainly provided the opportunity to love our neighbours as ourselves. I have heard so 

many great stories of kindness, and not just from our own worshipping family – community heroes like 

Damian Edwards, Antonio’s, the people of Diamond Cars, and also Keeley and Lee from Middleton 

in Bloom who have been so very active in MIAT. Others include, young Thomas Bates and all his      

football team, Miam Miam Celtic who donated £500 towards MIAT – just wonderful! St John Fisher 

School too, who are regular and large donators to MIAT. 
 

With so many examples of kindness, it’s at this point I want to focus on the very positive aspects of 2020. 

As well as the community heroes named above, we have heroes too at St. Michael’s 
 

 Genevieve Dalton (6): singing to Doris Moult (100) over the phone to help bring Doris some 

cheer. Also making a special visit to Doris on her 100th birthday in July 2020. 

 Madeleine, Sebastian, Jake, and Steven, our regular teenage volunteers from Middleton in       

Action – all on the rota doing great work alongside their own work and studies.  

 Pastoral Care Team: Elaine Morgan (RIP), Jenny Jackson, Les and Joan Beresford, May Towler, 

Yvonne Jennings, Peter Duce, Rachel McMahon. Together, as a wonderful, caring, listening team, 

they have made thousands of hours of telephone calls with frequencies ranging from daily to   

monthly since March. Calls are made to offer help, listen and sometimes simply catch up on all that 

is going on in the parish and the world – so important when you live alone to have someone to talk 

to. This pastoral ministry is something I could not have done on my own and my heartfelt thanks go 
to all, especially Jenny who has very much picked up the leadership role when Elaine became poorly. 

 Hannah McMahon who books you all in for services, provides the necessary information to keep 

you and us all safe, records all the live-stream services, is part of the 9.30am safety team, and also 

organises the teams of cleaners, including herself, to make sure all is ready for worship. The cleaning 

team includes: Alicia, Amy, Anna, Rebecca, Sharon, Bev, Claire, Courtney, Dawn, Jenny, Karen, 

Kathryn C., Kathryn E., Kelly, Kirsten, Leah, Liz, Lynne, Mel, Sam, Simone, Tricia, Zoe. Thank you so 

very, very much. We have lost a few of you as you have returned to work but new for 2021 are 

Ade, Carly, Claire, Fae, Kate and Kayleigh – my thanks to you too. 

 Rachael Hill and Pike Fold School, Blackley who provided 163 Blue Christmas meals for the   

elderly of our parishes. Their chefs cooked the most amazing three course Christmas dinner, the 

children made cards and placemats, Sandra McGill’s Florists donated a Christmas Tree for each 

person/couple, and a massive team of volunteers from school and our church family delivered the 

meals, Christmas Trees and other gifts. Brilliant teamwork and effort that will certainly be possible 

again in 2021 thanks to the legacy of our beautiful, Elaine Morgan who has always been so            

passionate about this event. 

 Mike Nichols, who worked so hard to record and put together our wonderful ‘Alternative Nativity 

in December’. If you haven’t seen it yet, you can find it on our new YouTube Channel –                

(St. Michael’s Middleton and All Saints Rhodes). It is cute, funny and of course carries the message 

of hope we have at Christmas time. 

 Andy Nichols, who continues to play the organ for us now that we have a live-stream licence and 

also for not losing sight of the vision he has for the choirs. For rehearsing with our youngsters when 

that has been possible and keeping them motivated too. 

 Kelly Baxendale, for her commitment to posting essential news and lots of fun activities on        

Facebook for families and children to complete every single week. If you are ever stuck for       

something to do with your children – this is the place to look. 
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 Jenny Smith, who was the first to organise a box at the bottom of her drive to receive donations 

for MIAT. Jenny now organises a weekly rota alongside Karen Murphy for what is now known as 

the ‘Roaming Food Box’. Since this started in March, fifteen thousand items (15,000) have been   

donated in this way. Wow! Everyone - you are also heroes too for all your donations - we know 

many of you are regulars and we couldn’t do what we do without your help. 

 Keith Williams, who made three magnificent beacons of hope in the shape of star. Two were fixed 

to the top of the Church Tower with the help of Steve Baxendale and Neil, and one placed at the 

main altar. In the midst of the pandemic, when we have been left wondering and fearful about what 

is going to happen next, not knowing which way to turn, the sight of a star reminds us that God is 

near and wants us to follow him, to rest all our fears with him and to find peace. We all need the 

presence of God’s guiding light in our lives. 

 Those who live alone for your inspiration and your resilience. You have been amazing. Please    

continue to keep yourselves safe inside so that when it is safe for us to be together, we can truly 

celebrate you and what you have gone through. I have said many times that whilst we all might be in 

the same storm, the boats we sail in can be very different. It is surely the small boats, with no one 

else to help you row that must be very tough sailing, but I do feel that we are approaching dry land 

as more and more have the protection of the vaccine. We will get there, we are coming into port, 

the land is firm, the sun is shining, and we will be able to walk on solid ground again holding hands 

with our families and friends. I can here Dame Vera Lynn singing clearer and clearer each day, ‘We’ll 

Meet Again’. At the same time as our Lord, is saying to the storm, ‘Peace, be still!’ 
 

Listing the people and groups above in this way, is a clear example that death does not have the last word 

in our lives – it is love. It is in faith, in hope and in love that we must focus as we carry on through 2021. 

It is important we don’t let our fears and tears eclipse all that there is to be grateful for. There will       

undoubtedly continue to be losses which make us sad and even devastate us, but we must never give up 

hope, that God is with us, and even weeps when we do, yet he also promises to dry every tear. And so 

another list to keep us thankful, this time for the gains and positives we have made in 2020 that have not 

already been mentioned: 
 

 Live Streamed Services – we have kept worship going for many of our isolating members and gained 

a new congregation who would not otherwise have engaged in worship at St Michael’s. 
 Community involvement and engagement through MIAT. 

 Three awards received for the MIAT group from: MP Chris Clarkson, Community Heroes), the 

Manchester Diocese, (Church for a Different World) and Alkrington Community Spirit. (Kindness) 

 The first church to reopen after lockdown in the deanery 

 Our parish churches are still open – more than half the churches in the country are not, including 

more than half in our deanery. 

 Safety and Welcome Team who arrive early to make sure that when we are open, all legal           

requirements are strictly adhered to.  

 Morning Prayer has increased from a daily core group of myself and May Towler to a regular core 

group of ten people meeting at 9.15am Monday to Friday by Zoom. If you want to join us for forty 

minutes of readings and prayers from a set liturgy you will be more than welcome. 

 Monthly information and newsletters distributed to over 300 people/families together with prayer 

resources, activities and other items. Sometimes delivered by hand by a team of very willing          

volunteers who enjoy walking. 

 Shoe Box Gift Parcels delivered to over 150 elderly people containing a range of items to show we 

are thinking and praying for them. 

 Family/Children’s Gift bags with a range of fun items delivered to almost 200 children to show them 

that they too are being thought about, missed and prayed for. 

 Over twenty Teenager Boxes – a mix of the adult shoe boxes and family bags to inspire and         

encourage them during the pandemic. 

 Evidence of new life. Lots of babies born during 2020 including, Samuel, Louis, Sophia, Alana,      

Clarabelle, Arabella, Vinnie, Eliza, Matthew, Pippa, Kyla, Jack, Bonnie, Rupert, and also very recently 

Alexandrea and Charlotte (twins), and Margot. Congratulations to all the new parents and older 

brothers and sisters. We look forward to getting to know all these lovely babies soon.  
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 Bereavement and Loss online training course aimed at supporting young people attended by myself 

and members of the Pastoral Care Team, Jenny, Joan, Les, and also our Youth Group Leader,       

Annette. It is our aim to offer some Face-to-Face support as soon as we are safe to do this. If      

anyone else is also interested in attending this training to help supporting our youngsters, please do 

get in touch. If you have a youngster who is particularly struggling with loss now, don’t wait, please 

get in touch urgently as we can offer lots of help.  

 Blue Christmas Service for those living with bereavement or loss in 2020. 

 September wedding for Tom and Simone; October wedding for Michael and Alicia. Wonderful,    

happy occasions in the midst of the storm and just in time before the second lockdown. 
 

Next, another list. This time of those things we had to let go of in 2020 not mentioned elsewhere that we 

hope will return in 2021/2022 or in the same or some other way at another time. 
 

 Lent Course 2020 

 8am and 5.30pm service 

 Singing in our worship 

 Weddings and baptisms that needed to be rearranged - so, so many of them 

 Parade Services and Uniformed Groups meeting 

 Receiving Holy Communion in both kinds – currently the PCC have voted to administer bread but 

NOT the wine. 

 Festival Services in church such as: Mothering Sunday, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, Remembrance 

Sunday, Light for a Life Remembrance Service, Christingle, Candlelight, Crib/Nativity.  

 Celebration Services in church such as May Towler’s 40th anniversary of her licensing as a Reader 

and also the reception of Maundy Money she received in April 2020. 

 Other events/activities such as Experience Easter and Experience Christmas with School, also First 

Communion preparation, adult Confirmations, Christmas Tree Festival and Winter Wonderland. 

 In the Old Vic, we have not been able to have refreshments after services, the Mothers’ Union, 

Men’s Group and Needlework groups were unable to meet and also Helen’s Art Classes and        

St. Michael’s Brass Band. 
 

Whilst we might lament at the above list, these things can be reinstated/rearranged. However, the lament 

for those who have died in 2020 is very much different. Along with the physical loss and therefore grief, 
there is also trauma for many who were separated from their loved ones as they died, either in hospital 

or a nursing home. This next list is definitely the saddest. It is all those from both parishes I have had the 

privilege of taking a funeral for during 2020, plus three more. Where their relatives are known to us as 

part of our church family, I have also added their names too for your prayers. You will sadly notice two 

ex-Churchwardens and also several families that have lost two or even three loved ones. 
 

Norman Smith    Dad to Janine Shaw 

Rhoda ‘Mu’ Chippendale Mum to Sue Davies 

Leslie Davies   Husband to Sue Davies 

Paula Chadwick 

Edna Masters 

Doreen Woodward 

Alexander Clegg   Stepdad to Kay Emsley, deeply faithful, prayerful, inspiring. 

Denise Turner 

Barry Thompson   Husband to Marian, brother to Roy 

Patricia ‘Marian’ Thompson Wife to Barry, sister-in-law to Roy 

Winifred Thompson  Wife to Roy, sister-in-law to Marian and Barry 

Alan Branchflower  Dad to Claire, grandad to Jacob and Joseph 

Marilyn Welch Wife to Ken, Mum to Keeley Lee and Gemma Gillibrand,  

 Grandad to, Zach, Theo and Lola  
Margaret Rose Mayo 

Valerie Leonard   Wife to Paul 

Sydney Flint   Dad to Mike, and 7 others, grandad to Jordan and 33 others 

Norman Bennett   Step-dad to Mike and 7 others, grandad to Jordan and 33 others 

Virginia Bennett   Mum to Mike and 7 others, grandma to Jordan and 33 others 

Joyce Norman   Mum to Ann 
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Darrell Blakeley  Dad to Jonathan, father-in-law to Allie and grandad to Phoebe 

    Beautiful voice, a gentleman, faithful, generous and deeply caring 

Joyce Norman  Mum to Ann 

Brian Doyle    

Gerald Heathcote 

Jack Lallement 

Betty Hargreaves  Mum to Julie, grandma to Emma 

Bernard Griffiths  Husband to Barbara, dad to Jon and Marie, uncle to Emma,  

    brother to Beatrice 

Beatrice Calow  Mum to Chris, sister to Bernard, grandma to Emma 

George Hardington 

Doreen Dalton 

Marjorie Elsie’ Webb 

Dr Jack Mills 

Lorna Moorhouse 

Thomas Oldham (103) Husband to Margaret 

Rita Atherton  Mum to Mike, mother-in-law to Helen, nanna to Jack and Alice 

Joan Burns   Mum to Andrew and Richard,  

    Grandma to Laura, Hannah and Emma 

William ‘Bill’ Wild   

William ‘Chris’ Tyrrall Husband to Brenda 

Irene Murray 

John Harrison 

Joyce Fletcher  Widow to Cyril, mum to Alan 

Marjorie Andrew   

Elaine Newton  Wife to Barry, mum to Vickie and Christina, mother-in-law to Adam 

    Nanna to Owen, Poppy, Bethany and Molly 

Barry Newton  Husband to Elaine, dad to Vickie and Christina, father-in-law to Adam 

    Nanna to Owen, Poppy, Bethany and Molly 

Robert Greenhalgh Dad to Nicola, father-in-law to James, nanna to Lucas and Amelia 
Sheila Blunt    

Vivian Chi Kwan Ng Partner to Tony, mummy to Skye, daughter to Simon and Steph 

John Veer    

Joyce Johnson 

Joan Pickett  Cousin to Iris 

Ivy Murphy 

Shirley Young 

Brenda Lignum 

Marion Cameron  Mum to John, Jacqui and Joan, grandma to Nicola and 4 others 

    great grandma to Sophie, Evie, and Jake 

Elizabeth Scott 

Ivor Howells 

Marilyn Radcliffe 

Lillian Varela  Wife to Julio, mum to Sarah & Emma, mother-in-law to Martin and Wayne 

    Nanna to Jacob, Sofia & Lois 

Beryl Froggatt 

Norah Mylett 

Margaret Parkin  Mum to Susan and Sheila 

Kenneth Morgan  Husband to Margaret, dad to Stephen and Michael,  

    Grandad to Grace and 5 others, great grandad to Rupert 

    Faithful member of the 9.30am congregation, a gentleman with a big heart 

Kenneth Stopford Dad to Angela 

Marjorie Simpson Mum to Carol, Janice and Elaine, sister to Eunice, aunt to Linda 

Eunice Godden  Mum to Linda, sister to Marjorie, aunt to Carol, Janice and Elaine 

Stella Hatton  Friend to Gaynor 
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Sheila Yates    

Horace ‘Harry’ McKenzie 

Leonard Green  Husband to Betty 

Jane Wilson  Daughter to Barbara, wife to Craig, mum to Stephen and Sarah 

Patricia Bailey    

Carol Whelan  Mum to Helen, Stephanie and Kim,  

    Nanna to Sophie, Jake, Bethany, Riley and Mia 

Margaret Gardner 

Ann O’Reilly 

Josephine Swinburn Wife to Roy, dad to Craig and Beverley 

   Grandma to Robert, Sunny, Pablo and Mandi 

   Beautiful inside and out, so prayerful, faithful worship at All Saints, Rhodes 

Harry Ingham    

Patricia ‘Pat’ Ashcroft Mum to Belinda and Andrea, nanna to Alfie and Poppy & 4 others 

Mary Ritchot    

John ‘Charlie’ Moroney Husband to Jean, dad to Carol, and 3 others father-in-law to Joe,  

  Grandad to Joseph, and Matthew and 3 others 

Frederick Schofield 

Nora Buckley 

Frederick ‘Fred’ Hardy  Dad to Joanne and Gaynor, grandad to Alex, Ewan and Tom 

     Previous churchwarden, PCC member, a character and loved by us all 

Elizabeth Collins   

Eileen Berry 

Joan Dickson 

Anthony Donohue Partner to Julie, dad to Rhian, Keelan, Kane and Tia,  

 Grandad to Mila 

Doreen Brown 

Geoffrey Pullen  Husband to Jean 

Kenneth Gleeson  Husband to Bernice, dad to Jacqui 

Ben    Grandson to Hyldred 
Joycelyn ‘Joy’ Fletcher Wife to John, mum to Jolyon & Tim, sister-in-law to Elaine & Les 

 Aunty to Cathy and John, previous churchwarden, a delightful lady 

Rodney Barr  Brother to Graham and brother-in-law to Pat, member of the Men’s group 
 

Additionally, in January 2021 we sadly lost some more of our ladies and it would be wrong not to include 

them in this report. It is therefore with deep sadness I add to the above list together with a note of family 

names for your prayers where they are known to us: 
 

On the 25th January, Doris Moult (100) Aunty to Eunice, Children’s Society advocate and fundraiser 

On the 28th January, Marjorie Bannister (92) MU member, Bible Study host, Needlework group, PCC 

On the 31st January, Elaine Morgan (72)  Wife to Les, mum to Cathy and John,  

 Sister to John, sister-in-law to Joy, aunty to Tim and Jolyon 

 Churchwarden and friend to so, so many across all congregations 

 NMGH volunteer chaplain, nurse, amazing, lovely, fighter 

On the 9th February, Christine Smith (78) Mum to Mandy and grandma to Sam. 
 

With the exception of Doris all these ladies died from Covid-19.  
 

These recent losses so close together are being felt deeply: Doris - inspirational, strong, feisty; Marjorie – 

fun, generous, gentle; Elaine – caring, great listener, friendly; Christine - so precious to Mandy and Sam. It 

is understandably difficult to keep a sense of hope with such great sadness. Yet for their families, both 

named and unnamed in the lists above, we must be faithful in hope and trust with our prayers, for peace 

for us and especially for those grieving and in trauma, for comfort and courage too for the difficult times 

ahead. May they shout for help where it is needed. 
 

I have never written such a long report but feel justified that such a challenging and difficult year is       

reflected upon in this way, that at the very least, we have a shared understanding of all that there is to 

celebrate and lament.  
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Today, and in the year ahead, perhaps more than any other, I pray we can learn to know that what God 

wants for you and me, is an equilibrium – a right balance - of emotion, not just in the face of grief, but   

always. The bible tells us that there is a right time for everything under the sun, even grief. Grief is an    

involuntary reaction to a deep and profound loss and yet grief is an honourable emotion born out of love. 

It is because we love that we must pay its price of tears and heartbreak – but the grief is not for those we 

love and feel to have lost – for God promises they can be found with him – we grieve for the loss we feel 

by the physical absence of our loved ones. It hurts. And yet even though death surrounds us, the Lord 

hears us, saves us, listens to us and holds us safely with a deep love that will not let us go. 
 

Christians are promised that there is a permanence to our lives which death cannot destroy. In 2020 and 

in 2021, we are part of that transformation and permanence promised us by Jesus.  We are shaped for a 

new life lived in the hope and comfort of God’s promises which help us to make some sort of sense of 

this horrible year of tragic death and loss. Our own list is long but the list for the world is beyond      

comprehension – almost two and a half million deaths just to the virus. 
 

Remember Jesus says: ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’.  In this, Jesus is promising us inner peace for he 

showed us how to be truly loving; a place is made ready for us – we are promised heaven, and a pathway 

is provided for us to get us there. All we have to do is follow. Do this, eternal Life, (life lived in the      

closest presence of God which even death cannot destroy), is what Jesus offers to us all.  
 

I pray today that you will know God walking with you along the way, even through the valley of the     

shadow of death bringing you, with all our loved ones, to life unending. Until then, may all our loved one’s 

rest in peace, and may each of you journey on in faith, in hope and in love to God and to one another.  
 

God bless you always, please stay safe and please get in touch if there is ANYTHING you need. 
 

Reverend Jackie Calow, Incumbent for the Benefice of Tonge, Rhodes and Alkrington 
 

Policy Statement on Children, Young People, Adults and the Church   
This statement was agreed at the PCC meeting held on: 10th February 2021 for St Michael’s Church. 

• As members of this church, we commit ourselves to the nurturing, protection and safekeeping of 

all, especially children and young people. 

• It is the responsibility of each one of us to prevent the physical, sexual and emotional abuse of    

children and young people and to report any abuse discovered or suspected. 

• We recognize that our work with children and young people is the responsibility of the whole 

Church. 

• Our church is committed to supporting, resourcing and training those who work with children and 

young people and to providing supervision. 

• Our church is committed to following the policy and procedures published by the Diocese. 

• The parish will adopt good practice guidelines. 

• Each worker with children and young people must undertake diocesan Safeguarding training, know 

the guidelines and undertake to follow them. Each shall be given a copy of the Parish’s agreed pro-

cedures and good practice guidelines. 
 

As part of our commitment to children and young people, the PCC has appointed, Kelly Baxendale to be 

the Parish Safeguarding Voluntary Co-Ordinator 

• Children and young people are an important part of our Church today. 

• They have much to give as well as to receive. 

• We will listen to them. 

• As we nurture them in worship, learning, and in community life, we will respect the wishes and   

feelings of children and young people. 
 

This policy will be reviewed each year to monitor the progress which has been achieved. 
 

1. We recognize that everyone has different levels of vulnerability and that each of us may be regarded as 

vulnerable at some time in our lives. 

2. We commit ourselves to respectful pastoral care for all adults to whom we minister. 

3. We commit ourselves to the safeguarding of people who may be vulnerable, ensuring their well-being 

in the life of this church. 
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4. We commit ourselves to promoting safe practice by those in positions of trust. 

5. The parish commits to promoting the inclusion and empowerment of people who may be vulnerable. 

6. It is the responsibility of each of us to prevent the physical, emotional, sexual, financial and spiritual 

abuse of vulnerable people and to report any such abuse that we discover or suspect. 

7. We undertake to exercise proper care in the appointment and selection of those who will work with 

people who may be vulnerable. 

8. The parish is committed to supporting, resourcing, training and regularly reviewing those who         

undertake work amongst people who may be vulnerable. 

9. The parish adopts the guidelines of the Church of England and the Diocese. 

10. Each person who works with vulnerable people will agree to abide by these recommendations and the 

guidelines established by this church. 

This church appoints the Reverend J. Calow, Pastoral Group representatives, representatives from Junior 

Church, Infant Church and Youth Group (where applicable) on PCC to represent the concerns and views 

of children, young people and vulnerable adults at our meetings and to outside bodies. 

Kelly Baxendale is the appointed Volunteer Safeguarding officer for both churches 

Parish Safeguarding Voluntary Coordinator for both Churches:  Kelly Baxendale 
 

Appendix 

Safeguarding forms part of the COVID guidance from the Church of England:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 

Most of the following information has been taken from the Parish Safeguarding Handbook (pre COVID):  

https://www.manchester.anglican.org/documents/parish-safeguarding-handbook-update/ 

‘The Church of England is called to share the good news of God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. The life 

of our communities and institutions is integral to how we address this task. The good news speaks of   

welcome for all, with a particular regard for those who are most vulnerable, into a community where the 

value and dignity of every human being is affirmed and those in positions of responsibility and authority 

are truly trustworthy. Being faithful to our call to share the gospel therefore compels us to take with the 

utmost seriousness the challenge of preventing abuse from happening and responding well where it has’. 

From ‘Promoting a Safer Church’, The Church of England’s Safeguarding Policy Statement. 

Manchester Diocese also has a Safeguarding section on their website: 
https://www.manchester.anglican.org/documents/category/safeguarding 
 

St Michael,  Tonge-cum-Alkrington 2020 APCM Report in Conclusion  

My thanks go to you all, especially the PCC and Churchwarden, Neil McClure for not only his parish role 

but his additional role as MIAT co-ordinator. A challenging year in so many way. I unashamedly repeat the 

following request made at the start of this report and in previous years. Never forget these two things:   

to whom we belong AND for whom we do our faithful work  

When we remember this we can be sure that we have invited God to walk beside us. God who is       

awesome and will not let us go, who anoints our head with oil and calls each one of us, ‘his children’. We 

are not alone. Thank you for all you are doing to live out your faith in remembering these things,          

especially with our outreach work to the most vulnerable through ‘Middleton In Action Together’. 

Christ’s blessing to you all, and all your family, friends and neighbours, on behalf of the PCC,  
 

Rev’d Jackie Calow 
 

Some words of hope and comfort from Jesus: 
 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.  John 14: 6 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. John 14: 27 
 

“A new command I give you: Love one another.  

As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13: 34-35 
 

Awake now, he told the wind to pipe down and said to the sea, “Quiet! Settle down!”  

The wind ran out of breath; the sea became smooth as glass.  Mark 4: 39 
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