
 
 

July 27th 2021 

Dear All, 

Following the lifting of legal restrictions related to COVID, I have talked this week with the Standing Committee to 

decide how best to proceed with church services going forward. 

Above all, we want to recognise that while it is good to have greater freedom and to allow individuals to assess risks 

for themselves, it increases the need for us to show love and concern for others in the choices we make, particularly 

with regard to those who are more vulnerable or cautious than ourselves, encouraging everyone to live out the 

teaching of St Paul: 

‘In humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests 

but each of you to the interests of the others’ Philippians 2:3-4 

We are therefore taking a gently cautious approach, keeping all measures in place except the requirement for 

measured distancing.  Instead we will be encouraging people to space themselves around the church, always with 

regard to others.  We felt it was right to take this step as it has such an impact on our ability to gather for worship at 

St Mary’s.  Our expectation is that numbers attending will allow for some space between households, but it is obviously 

something we will monitor closely over the next few weeks. 

Through August then, there will be a single service at 10am which will include communion on August 8th and 22nd.  You 

will no longer need to book a place, but please note the following measures we will be following: 

• If you test positive or have any symptoms for COVID, or if you are asked to self-isolate, please take care of 

yourself and others and do not attend.   

• Please consider taking a lateral flow test the day before attending.  This helps prevent those who are 

asymptomatic spreading COVID unwittingly.  You can register for these to be delivered by post here: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests   

• Hand sanitiser and registration/QR code scanning will continue at entry 

• We would ask that you please wear face masks throughout the service, including when singing, unless 

medically exempt. 

• We will restrict the number of songs, use lyric videos and sing along gently through masks. 

• The service will be on screen, with no service sheets or hymn books. 

• We will maintain good ventilation, with windows and doors open away from the road and in the chapter 

house. 

• Communion will still be in one kind only, received by coming forward and returning one row at a time 

• The service will be recorded through a camera at the back of church and later posted on YouTube.  Attending 

the service means you are giving your permission for us to do this.  

 

We are very aware that not everyone will be able to return within these conditions, and that many may feel cautious 

or concerned.  We will therefore be trying to contact everyone by phone over the next week or so, to ask how you are 

feeling about returning. Specifically we would like to gauge if there is sufficient interest for us to run a service 

specifically for those who are ‘covid concerned’ with limited numbers and distancing. 

As you will appreciate, there is still much uncertainty and we will need to be flexible for some time yet.  Please bear 

with us as we try out these new ideas.  We welcome your feedback and also your encouragement as we continue to 

do the best we can. 

Kind Regards 

Adele 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

