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Morning Praise Sunday 9th May 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter – Christian Aid Week 

Love One Another 
Welcome and Notices 

Opening Lines of Scripture: I John 5: 1-3 (Passion Translation) 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah is God’s spiritual child and has been 

fathered by God himself. And everyone who loves Father God loves his children as 

well. 2 This is how we can be sure that we love the children of God: by having a passionate 

love for God and by obedience to his commands. 3 True love for God means obeying his 

commands, and his commands don’t weigh us down as heavy burdens.  

 

Opening Song:  Make me a channel of your peace  (5-2-12) 

Make me a channel of your peace.  

Where there is hatred let me bring your love.  

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord  

And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console  

To be understood as to understand  

To be loved as to love with all my soul.  

 

Make me a channel of your peace 

Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope  

Where there is darkness, only light  

And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console  

To be understood as to understand  

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned  

In giving of ourselves that we receive  

And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console  

To be understood as to understand  

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace.  

Where there is hatred let me bring your love.  

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord  

And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

Sebastian Temple Copyright © 1967 OCP Publications 
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Christian Aid Story 

Christian Aid week is held annually. This year it falls on 10th to 16th May. The aim is to raise 

vital funds to help vulnerable families withstand the unpredictable weather caused by 

climate chaos. We share the belief of Christian Aid that poverty can be ended despite all 

that might stand in the way. Jesus promised “good news” for the poor and “freedom” for the 

oppressed, and that is a call for us to act to help those in need. It is a call to love one 

another. 

This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day. 

Climate change robs people of control over their lives. Extreme weather means people like 

Rose are struggling to survive without a reliable source of water. From severe drought to 

flooding extreme weather robs Rose of what she needs to survive: a reliable source of 

water. Rose says:  

“When I was a girl there was plenty of food. Now the rains are totally unreliable. I often feel 

hungry. Because of climate change, I worry a lot about food. I pray to God that the rainfall 

will become normal like it used to be.” 

The drought means that crops wither and die, rivers run dry. Rose strives to look after her 

grandchildren who live with her. She does all she can to give them a happy childhood, but 

the climate crisis is driving her to the brink. Rose has a long and dangerous journey every 

morning to collect water for her family. She walks on an empty stomach. She feels weary 

under the hot sun but if she gives up her grandchildren will suffer thirst and hunger. Rose is 

over 60 years old and simply won’t have the strength to fetch water from further afield for 

much longer. 

Even when the rains come, relief for Rose is short lived. There is an earth dam just minutes 

from her home, but it is not wide or deep enough for everyone’s needs. It runs out of water 

too quickly. Imagine how dispirited Rose feels watching the rain fall for days, only to find 

that the dam is empty just a short while later. Ironically, the rains are so much heavier than 

in the past create the risk of flooding. 

Rose says “I believe God gives me strength and helps me persevere. I pray that God will 

help people to help me.” 

And then meet Florence. A few years ago, left a widow, she struggled to feed her children 

and have a livelihood because of lack of water. “Life was miserable” she says. 

But things changed for Florence. She is full of joy, love and laughter. With funding from 

Christian Aid – from people like us – a local partner programme worked with Florence and 

her community to build a water dam, so that they now have a dam, full of fresh water.  Now 

Florence grows tomatoes, onions and chillies to feed her children. She keeps bees and 

sells the honey at the market. The dam gives Florence strength to withstand even the most 

unpredictable weather. It is a reliable water source and a source of life and joy. 

Our giving to Christian Aid could help a community build an earth dam so that people like 

Rose and Florence have a safe reliable source of water to withstand long drought and 

relentless rainstorms. 
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Every donation can change lives. If you wish to give to the collection, then the bowl is at the 

back and you can give as you leave church today. Alternatively, you can give online, at 

www.christianaid.org.uk where you can make a one off or a regular donation. 

Christian Aid Week Prayer 

 

Great God, who makes the sun to rise, and opens the heavens, 

Hear the cry of the people who sow in hope for rain, but reap only despair; Hear the cry of 

the people seeking shelter from the storm, their hopes and homes submerged; 

Hear the cry of the people, when creation is hitting back, with rage and resistance. 

Give us hope, grant us salvation, give us a new relationship with creation. 

With reverence to tend this gift from you 

And say once again of the earth and all you created “It is GOOD.”  

Amen. 

 (Bob Kikuyu Global Theology Advisor, Christian Aid) 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Time of silence to bring before God those things for which we are sorry. 

 
For the beauty of the Earth desecrated by pollution,  

extinguished by forest fires, choked by plastic waste, 

Christ, our God, to you we plead,  

forgive us for systemic greed. 

 

For the urgency of this hour ignored by apathy or procrastination 

wasted by ineffective decisions denied by economic interests,  

Christ, our God and Saviour,  

forgive us for selfish short-term behaviour. 

 

For the joy of human love fractured by forced migration, 

crushed by bereavement, lost to typhoons, floods, starvation  

Christ, our God, bringer of justice 

forgive us for this climate crisis. 

 

God. you know us. 

You know that we can be loving and kind; 

and you know that sometimes we get things wrong. 

We are sorry for the times we hurt other people, 

forget to listen to you and do not bother to take care of your world. 

 

God forgive us. 

Jesus bless us. 

God’s Spirit help us to grow in love. 

Amen. 
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Song:  Brother let me be your servant  (3-3-14) 

Brother, let me be your servant; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

we are brothers on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christ light for you 

in the night time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey through. 

 

When we sing to God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we've known together 

of Christ's love and agony. 

 

Brother, let me be your servant; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

Richard Gillard Copyright © 1977 Scripture in Song/Thankyou Music 

 

Reading : John 15: 9-17 (Nick) 

 
9 ‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep 

my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and 

remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 

be complete. 12 My command is this: love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 

has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 

Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last – and so that whatever you ask in 

my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: love each other. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection (Julie) 

Today’s gospel continues from last Sunday. We are listening to the farewell teaching of 

Jesus to his disciples on the night before he died. And of course, through Scripture he is 

speaking to us. Jesus speaks of the love that the Father has for him. This same love he 

bestows on his disciples. Through discipleship we are bound not only to Jesus but also to 

the Father.  

This belonging to the Son and to the Father is the cause of great joy, a joy we can share in. 

Does it seem odd to be talking of joy in the face of what Jesus knows he is about to suffer? 

He is staring at the cross. But, of course, he has a different perspective. Jesus foresees the 

joy of the resurrection, the joy of seeing his triumph over sin and death, the joy of our 

reconciliation with God. 

He exhorts us to love one another. What love is this? It is not self-centred. it looks to put 

others’ needs before our own. It is love which imitates the love that Jesus has shown.  

We use the word love in many ways in common speech.  Mostly society probably thinks 

about love in a romantic sense. What if love, true love, meant more than romance? What if 

there was a deeper, truer, more full expression of love that could only be found in God and 

received through Jesus Christ?  

The Greek word for this sacrificial love is agape. It is spoken of over 200 times in the Bible, 

most frequently in John’s Gospel and letters. I like this definition of agape love:  

“Unconditional love that is always giving and impossible to take or be a taker. It devotes 

total commitment to seek your highest best no matter how anyone may respond. This form 

of love is totally selfless and does not change whether the love given is returned or not.”  

Agape love is a love of choice, not out of attraction or obligation. Sacrificial, unconditional, 

agape love doesn’t keep score. I saw an anonymous quote that said: “If you help someone 

looking for something in return you are not doing kindness you are doing business.” Agape 

love is not transactional. 

Agape love is what Jesus Christ displayed on the cross for us as he took our place and 

bore the punishment for our sins. To draw out what that means for us. I want to quote from I 

John 3: 16 to 19, using the Passion translation.  

 
16 This is how we have discovered love’s reality: Jesus sacrificed his life for 

us. Because of this great love, we should be willing to lay down our lives for one 

another. 17 If anyone sees a fellow believer in need and has the means to help him, 

yet shows no pity and closes his heart against him, how is it even possible that God’s 

love lives in him? Real love is an action. Think of God’s love, which rescues, saves, 

and empowers. Love is more like a verb than a noun. Love is seen by actions, not 

just words. 
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18 Beloved children, our love can’t be an abstract theory we only talk about, but a way 

of life demonstrated through our loving deeds. 19 We know that the truth lives within 

us because we demonstrate love in action, which will reassure our hearts in his 

presence.  

 

Laying down our life for one another! We have before us the example of how Jesus literally 

did that. There are many examples of Christians through history literally dying to save 

others. But laying down our life might not mean physical death. 

Today, tomorrow, next week, how do we show the self-sacrificing love of Christ? 

In our gospel passage Jesus gives a summarised command to love one another without a 

great long list of examples. His life was the example as was his death. Elsewhere we might 

look to the Sermon on the Mount to see what Jesus taught, to see what lived out love 

looked like. 

Or we can look to Paul’s words in I Corinthians 13. I have heard this described as a laundry 

list of love. Love is patient, love is kind, etc. 

We need to show this love in our homes, in the church family, in our community and more 
widely in the world. Look again at the words in I John 3 : it is a way of life. Agape love 
demonstrates itself in practical ways. Where we see need, we should do all we can to meet 
it. Wherever it is, whoever it is for. 

It is clear that we are called to love the poor, the excluded, the marginalised in a special 
way. We are called to care for the earth too, described by Pope Francis as “our common 
home”. 

As I indicated earlier, our agape love is focused on giving not getting. Our love for others 

must not be conditioned by how they respond. Jesus loves us totally. Our love must have 

that quality too. Let’s make no bones this is often costly love.  

 

But it is costly love which Jesus promises will bear rich fruit, whether we see it or not. Jesus’ 

love bears fruit only after his death. We must not be discouraged when our love seems to 

be wasted. As per I Corinthians 13: 8: “Love never fails” or put another way “Love never 

stops loving.” These loving actions are the building blocks of the Kingdom. 

And these loving actions bring great joy. The Lord of life, who loves us so much is always 

present. His love impels us forward with courage and generosity to live out our love. 

Let’s finish by returning to the story of Rose and Florence.  

People living in poverty are on the frontline of climate chaos. They are losing food, water, 

homes and family. They battle the worst of a crisis they did not create. This is unjust. But 

there is a better way. One that restores justice to our broken world today, one that builds 

God’s kingdom today, one that shows love in action today. 

Jesus’ parting words to his disciples are an encouragement to abide in the love of God and 

dig deep into consistent UNCIRCUMSTANTIAL joy. It is not duty, obligation or compulsion 

that enables us to remain faithful and bear lasting fruit, but rather love, friendship and joy. 

Let us enter into the struggle with Rose and celebrate transformed communities with 

Florence. And may our joy be complete. 
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The Living God’s Love Prayer 

Living God, 

Draw us deeper into your love; 

Jesus our Lord, 

Send us to care and serve; 

Holy Spirit, 

Make us heralds of good news. 

Stir us, strengthen us, teach and inspire us, 

To live your love with generosity and joy imagination and courage; 

For the sake of your world and in the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

Response - Saying Yes 

Because we are God’s people, 

we will care for each other. 

 

Because we are part of God’s creation, 

we will care for the Earth. 

 

Because we are loved by God, 

we will share God’s love with everyone. 

 

Song:  A New Commandment  (9-1-8)  

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another  

as I have loved you,  

that you love one another  

as I have loved you. 

 

By this shall all know  

that you are my disciples  

if you have love, one for another.  

By this shall all know  

that you are my disciples  

if you have love, one for another.   (twice) 

Roy Crabtree Copyright © Roy Crabtree 

 

Affirmation of faith  

Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe.  

Amen 

cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 

 

Intercessions (Nick) 

Lord, as you have chosen us, empower and equip us.  

Make us worthy of our calling that we may reveal your love and show forth your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit abides for ever. 

Amen. 

 

God of abundant life, 

we see your goodness all around us and we thank you for every part of it; from the 

plants and animals which play their part in complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts 

and stormy seas which test the limits of life. 

 

We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, you may 

help us to rediscover your love of creation and to reflect that in our own lives. 

 

Lord of all creation  

Your will be done. 

 

We pray that you will help those in power to follow your commands and precepts. 

Help them to see beyond short-term political priorities and business plans. and give 

them wisdom and courage when they face difficult decisions. 

 

Lord of all creation  

Your will be done. 

 

 

God of second chances, 

we recognise the damage we have done to the Earth and the injustice we see in 

society every day, all of it fuelled by worship of profit and possessions. 

We pray for the coming of a better world with justice, kindness and humility at its heart. 

We ask that you guide us to be co-creators of this new world. Give us 

confidence to stand against injustice to people and to the planet so that 

together, in your strength, we can stop this climate crisis. 

 

Lord of all creation  

Your will be done. 
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Prayer for restoration 

Creator God, from the tree of the garden of Eden, to the tree in the city in Revelation, we 

thank you for your vision of creation healed.  

Help us to be your agents of restoration, tending to the beauty of the Earth, and enabling 

your healing of the nations.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer for transformation 

 

 ‘I will give them a new heart, and put a new spirit within them; I will remove the heart of 

stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh...’ Ezekiel 11:19  

 

Our God, we pray for transformation of hardened hearts and closed minds resistant to the 

changes needed for sustainable and thriving future for all of creation; 

 for stones of apathy and indifference to become hearts of concern and compassion, for 

stones of self-preservation to become hearts of secure generosity; 

for stones of fear of scarcity to become hearts of generous abundance; 

for stones of judgement and shame to become hearts of mercy and grace; 

for the stones of longing and consumerism to become hearts satisfied and in communion 

with your phenomenal creation. 

Transform us by your Spirit that we might be your people and you, our God.  

In your name we pray,  

Amen. 

 

Loving God, we remember all those who have lost loved ones: we pray especially for 

those named on the news sheet … 

When grief seems never-ending, take them one step at a time along your road of death 

and resurrection in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Loving God, we pray for those who are ill and others in need on the news sheet … 

In a moment of silence we lift up to you those known only to us … 

surround the frightened with your tenderness; give strength to those in pain; 

hold the weak in your arms of love, and give hope and patience to those with chronic 

conditions. 

Lord of all creation  

Your will be done. 

 

Collect for Sixth Sunday of Easter 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Sentences of Scripture – I John 4: 10-12 (Passion translation) 

 
10 This is love: He loved us long before we loved him. It was his love, not ours. He proved it 

by sending his Son to be the pleasing sacrificial offering to take away our sins. 

11 Delightfully loved ones, if he loved us with such tremendous love, then “loving one 

another” should be our way of life! 12 No one has ever gazed upon the fullness of God’s 

splendour. But if we love one another, God makes his permanent home in us, and we make 

our permanent home in him, and his love is brought to its full expression in us. 13 And he 

has given us his Spirit within us so that we can have the assurance that he lives in us and 

that we live in him. 

 

Final Song:   You shall go out with joy  (2-1-15) 

You shall go out with joy  

And be led forth with peace,  

And the mountains and the hills  

Shall break forth before you.  

There'll be shouts of joy  

And the trees of the fields  

Shall clap, shall clap their hands. 

 

And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

 the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

 the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

And you'll go out with joy.  (thrice) 
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And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

 the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

 the trees of the fields shall clap their hands,  

And you'll go out with joy. 

Paraphraser: Steffi G. Rubin Copyright © 1975, Lillenas Publishing Co. 

 

Peace 

 

Peace be in our dealings 

Peace be in our thinking 

Peace be in our life. 

 

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Blessing 

May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. 

May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling.  

May God bless us with courage at this critical hour. 

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us and 

on all creation, 

this day and for the future to come.  

Amen. 

 

ACT Alliance 

Dismissal 

 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


