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St Mary’s Astbury and St John’s Smallwood 

Worship for all the church family 

This spoken act of worship will be in place until we are able to sing. 

 

 
 

 
THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Come, Father of the poor, 

Come, Light of our hearts, 

Come, generous Spirit, 

By the glory of your creation around us, 

By the comfort of your forgiveness within us, 

By the wind of your Spirit eddying through the 

centuries within these walls, renew us, 

So that we come glad to this celebration.  Amen. 
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Beginning our Worship 
The leader of the service greets the congregation: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Symbols of Gathering 

The sign of light, a lighted candle is placed on a central table. 

In the beginning, 

when it was very dark, 

God said, “Let there be light.” 

And there was light. 

The sign of the Word, an open Bible is placed on the table. 

In the beginning, 

when it was very quiet, 

the word was with God. 

And what God was, the Word was. 

The sign of the Son, a cross, is placed on the table.  

When the time was right 

God sent his Son. 

He came among us, 

He was one of us. 
 
 

 

Giving Thanks 

Prayers of thanksgiving may be offered 

 
WELCOME AND THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
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Saying Sorry 

We are invited to confession. The following responses are used. 

 Lord, have mercy;   Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy;   Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy;   Lord, have mercy; 

 
God’s forgiveness is declared. 

Hearing God’s Word 

The Bible reading for the day is read, ending with 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

TALK/ACTIVITY 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his 

love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

HYMN  WITHOUT SINGING 

COLLECTION 
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Praying for ourselves and others 

Different forms of prayer or reflection may be used.  They end with: 

THE COLLECT (A SPECIAL PRAYER FOR TODAY) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever.    Amen. 
 

Finishing our Worship 

Bless to us, O Lord, our walk with you; 

the earth beneath our feet; 

the path before our eyes. 

 

Bless to us, O Lord, our walk with you; 

the work before our hands; 

the rest at the end of the day. 

 

Bless to us, O Lord, our walk with you; 

the people we shall meet; 

our families and our homes.  

 

Go in peace, to love and to serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ,   Amen. 


