
The Collect  

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are 

nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 

hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of 

peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is 

counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son  

Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

As a mother comforts her child so shall you comfort us. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Let us return to you, for you know our every deed and thought. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution. 

Almighty God,  who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord    Amen. 
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The Second Sunday After Trinity 

 

A very warm welcome to you all as we worship  

the Lord together  
 

✠  In the name of the Father, and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen  
 
The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you 

 
Invitation to Confession  

Let us confess our sins and failings to God our merciful Father. 

Kyrie Confession 

We have done what was wrong in your sight 

and chosen what has displeased you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 



First Reading 
6 
Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we 

are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 
7 
For we live by 

faith, not by sight. 
8 
We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be 

away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9 
So we make it our 

goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away 

from it. 
10 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

so that each of us may receive what is due to us for the things done 

while in the body, whether good or bad.  
14 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all died. 
15 

And he died for all, that those 

who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 

for them and was raised again. 
16 

So from now on we regard no one 

from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer. 
17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 

creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

 

This is the word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

You have the words to eternal life. 

Alleluia 

 

✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
St Mark 
 
 Glory to you O Lord 
 
 

26 
He also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like.  

A man scatters seed on the ground. 
27 

Night and day, whether he 

sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not 

know how. 
28 

All by itself the soil produces corn – first the stalk, then 

the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 
29 

As soon as the corn is ripe,  

he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.’  
30 

Again he said, ‘What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 

what parable shall we use to describe it? 
31 

It is like a mustard seed, 

which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 
32 

Yet when planted, it 

grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 

branches that the birds can perch in its shade.’ 
33 

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much 

as they could understand. 
34 

He did not say anything to them without 

using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples,  

he explained everything.      Mark 4:26-34 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord      
 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

As Christians we need to know God is in control.  

It has been very difficult lately to feel that he is there. 

We have had the Covid 19 virus that just doesn’t want 

to go away. There has been civil  

unrest in Ireland, in Israel and Palestine, thousands of 

people have died in India and many people in our 

own country have lost loved ones in the pandemic. 

Yes we need to know God is in control. Ultimately, 

that is the message of the Kingdom of God. 

The Kingdom of God is more than just a vision of utopia. I am sure we 

all have our dream of the perfect place. Mine would involve spending 

lots of time with giraffes. In heaven I would be six feet tall and have 

the figure of a model girl. I would be able to eat all my favourite things 

without putting on an ounce.  



Often in life things are wrong in world and we want to make things right 

there and then. We lose patience because we can’t fix the  

situation. The best we can do is just sleep and rise; we have nothing to 

offer. That’s okay our inability to do anything doesn’t mean that the 

Kingdom of God is not at hand. It is there like the seeds sprouting and 

growing without any help from us. God is in control. 
 

Jesus is telling us that we don’t need to understand the process. This is 

very hard for most of to hear especially if you are like me and like to un-

derstand where life is taking you.  Sometimes I get quite cross with God 

and myself when I can’t read the signs. Like when I came to  

Leicestershire I came here to be a schoolteacher. I felt that was what 

God wanted me to do. I had been a teaching assistant for a year  

beforehand I was sure that was my calling. I soon realized I was wrong. 

Yes God wanted me to teach but not in school he wanted me to teach 

his word to others. It took me a while and a lot of heartache to get to 

that point. But God was in control and here I am. I didn’t  understand 

the process at the time and all the training to teach wasn’t wasted it just 

made me a better teacher for his Kingdom. 
 

There are times in my life when I feel guilty that I am impeding the work 

of God. I get in the way of God; I do not create the right conditions for 

his Kingdom to flourish. If only I was a better preacher, if only I was a 

better Reader. If only I was more loving and kinder and more  

compassionate, then the Kingdom of God would grow. If only I was a 

better mother or a more loyal friend, then I could help the Kingdom of 

God to come in the lives of others. I am not perfect, I make mistakes. 

The truth is we are all frail and we all fail. But our frailty is not a barrier 

to the Kingdom of God coming into our lives. We don’t feel it most of the 

time but really we have nothing to fear because God is in control. 

In this parable we learn there is an end game; the seed has grown for 

the purpose of a harvest. And in the same way the Kingdom of God has 

been sown in our lives and has grown in our lives and, when the crop 

permits it will be harvested. 

I could burst into song whenever and wherever I want to something I 

have missed lately. The Kingdom of God is more than just our 

dreams though it is sovereignty, an authority; it is the reality that 

God is in control. 
 

At the start of his ministry in Mark 1:15 Jesus says ‘the time is near 

the Kingdom of God is at hand.’ All through his ministry Jesus drops 

us little hints of what the Kingdom of God is like. He gives us  

snapshots to help us understand and these snapshots are called 

parables. So let us have a look at the parable we have heard today. 
 

 “And Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is as if a man should cast 

seed on the ground then sleep and rise night and day. The seed 

sprouts and grows, but he does not know how. Without visible cause 

the earth produces a crop; first the blade, then the head, then the 

whole grain in the head. But when the crop permits, he immediately 

puts in the sickle, because the harvest is ready.” 
 

So what is this parable all about? 

Is it about the farmer? First we are told he cast the seed. The way 

Mark uses this words makes it sound like the farmer carelessly  

tosses his seed about. He is not a very careful farmer. Then he goes 

to sleep and is ignorant about how his plants grow. The crop coming 

up is a bit of a surprise to him and his only input is to harvest it at the 

end. I don’t think it can be about the farmer; he seems remote and 

detached and doesn’t sound anything like a God who is in control. 
 

It must be about the seed. The seed is like the Kingdom of God.  

The Kingdom of God can be found in our everyday lives. When you 

look at the story you see the rhythm of life. The Kingdom of God is 

happening as the farmer goes about his ordinary life. There is no 

mention made of him tending his seeds, doing some watering and 

pulling up the weeds. He just sleeps and rises and without any effort 

on his part the seeds sprout and grow. You see, God is in control. 

This is his Kingdom.   



 

Let Us Pray 

We come boldly to the throne of grace, 

praying to the almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

for mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Father of heaven, whose love profound a ransom for our 

souls has found: 

We pray for the world, created by your love, for its nations and  

Governments; for Israel & Palestine 

Extend to them your peace, pardoning love, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Almighty Son, incarnate Word, our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord: 

We pray for the Church, created for your glory, 

for its ministry to reflect those works of yours. 

And keep our minds to always look outwards in mission. 

Extend to us your salvation, growth, mercy and grace. 

We plead before your throne in heaven. 

 

Eternal Spirit, by whose breath the soul is raised from sin and death: 

We pray for families and individuals, created in your image, 

for the lonely, the bereaved, the sick and the dying. 

We pray for Graham Peene, Jean Sury, Klaus Kaiser,  

Ann Temperley, Joyce Lane, Jean Bowley,  Vincent Nash,  

June Shilton,  Sue & John Thorne,  Stan Michalski 

 

Breathe on them the breath of life and bring them to your mercy  

and grace. We plead before your throne in heaven. 

Thrice holy! Father, Spirit, Son, Mysterious Godhead, Three in One: 

 

 Paul in Romans 8:28 wrote “We know that all things work together for 

good for those who love God.” God through Paul is promising that all the 

cruel experiences, all the pain, all the hurt, the joys, the celebrations,  

the unknowns and the unfathomable things in life will one day all be  

harvested for the Kingdom of God. They will all be brought together for 

our good. 
 

So what is this Kingdom of God of which Jesus speaks? 

When I was researching for my sermon I found these words that I think 

explain it very well. 

 It is not a place; it is an experience – it is a rule. It is the sovereignty of 

God in our lives; the sovereignty of God over even the most trying of  

circumstances that we face. 

The Kingdom of God has drawn near – because God is in control. 

We experience the Kingdom in the ordinariness of life; even in the midst 

of our fears and anxieties. 

We experience the Kingdom often without understanding the process. 

We experience the Kingdom despite our weakness and failings,  

because it is our destiny to do so. 

We experience the Kingdom as the fulfilment of God’s plan for our lives. 

We experience the Kingdom - because God is in control. 

Claire Zanker 

Let us declare our faith together. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through  

faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  

who strengthens us with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 



Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who 

Have lived and believed in you. Raise us with them to eternal life. 

We remember before God those who have died and we pray 

that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and always.  

We give you thanks for all those whom we have loved but who have 

gone ahead of us.   

We pray for the repose of the soul of  Ian Cameron,  

Victoria Bennett &  Frank Bassett 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Harry Phillip Gamble, Joan Ethel Pochin 

 

From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

Josephine Ada Leeson 

 

Rest eternal grant to them , O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon 

them.  May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God  

Rest in peace                                   And rise in glory.  

 

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us,  

so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Eternal God and Father, 

by whose power we are created and by whose love we are redeemed: 

guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to 

your service, and live this day in love to one another and to you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Peace:  

Peace to you from God our Heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life- giver. 

The Peace of the triune God be always with you 

And also with you  

 

The Blessing: 

 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

        COMPLINE  

 AT ST PAUL’S    

First Thursday of the month  

at 7.00pm     



Some material in this service is copyright: 
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Keeping in Touch 

As we continue to post a Holy Eucharist service online, we are aware 

that not everyone can access this worship material. 

There are more conventional ways to join in worship at home. 

BBC Radio 4 92.4-94.6 FM Sunday 8.10 am Sunday Worship 

BBC Radio 3 90.2-92.4 FM Sunday 3.00pm Choral Evensong 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and  

reflections as well as full worship services from 

the Church of England at the end of a  

telephone line. 

The free phone line – which is available 24 hours a day on  

0800 804 8044  has been set up particularly with those unable to 

join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.  

Please share this information with people you know who may be 

missing church but are not able to connect online.  

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with the church 

family  & the wider church. 

Like & Comment to be part of the conversation! 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves 

 Revd Lisa - 01509890972 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

 

FYI : Revd Lisa & Michèle will be having their day off on Tuesdays 
 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

 Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who left water, food donations 

and baby provisions during last year for John's Storehouse. 

They have made an urgent request for their supplies to be 

replenished after Christmas. Your continued support for 

homeless, families living with poverty and  unemployment 

and those in need is much appreciated. 

Please leave your donations at the Rectory front door 

on WEDNESDAYS only. 

Once again a massive thank you. Revd Lisa 


