
Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Let us confess our sins and failings to God our merciful Father. 

 

Kyrie Confession 

We have done what was wrong in your sight 

and chosen what has displeased you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

As a mother comforts her child so shall you comfort us. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Let us return to you, for you know our every deed and thought. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution. 

Almighty God,  who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you, 

 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in life eternal;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Thought for the Week 

 

‘The Word of God is the seed that the Spirit plants within our 

hearts. The ground is the soil within our heart which were created 

by God to bring forth fruit.  But the seed needs to remain in the 

ground over time to germinate, so that the Word of God  

can abide in us.’ 

✠  In the name of the Father, and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen  
 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you 
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Fifth Sunday after Trinity   
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that 

we express our theology and define our identity.  

It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed 

(and transformed) as his people.          



The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

19 
This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac. 

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 
20 

and Isaac was forty years old 

when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from  

Paddan Aram
 
and sister of Laban the Aramean. 

21 
Isaac prayed to 

the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. 

The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became  

pregnant. 
22 

The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, 

‘Why is this happening to me?’ So she went to enquire of the Lord. 
23 

The Lord said to her, 

‘Two nations are in your womb, 

    and two peoples from within you will be separated; 

one people will be stronger than the other, 

    and the elder will serve the younger.’  
24 

When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her 

womb. 
25 

The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a 

hairy garment; so they named him Esau.
 26 

After this, his brother came 

out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.
  

Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them. 
27 

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skilful hunter, a man of the 

open country, while Jacob was content to stay at home among the 

tents. 
28 

Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah 

loved Jacob. 
29 

Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came 

in from the open country, famished. 
30 

He said to Jacob, ‘Quick, let me 

have some of that red stew! I’m famished!’ (That is why he was also 

called Edom.) 
31 

Jacob replied, ‘First sell me your birthright.’ 
32 

‘Look, I am about to die,’ Esau said. ‘What good is the birthright to 

me?’ 
33 

But Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’ So he swore an oath to him, 

selling his birthright to Jacob. 
34 

Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and 

some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau 

despised his birthright.                                               Genesis 25:19-34 

Thanks be to God 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

We praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

Have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

Receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

 

      The Collect 

 

Almighty God, 

Send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit,  

and kindle in all who minister the Gospel,  

your countless gifts of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 



Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.  

You have the words to eternal life.  

Alleluia 

 

✠ Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to St Matthew  

 

 Glory to you O Lord 
 
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the 

lake. 
2 
Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat 

and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3 
Then he told 

them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. 
4 
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and 

the birds came and ate it up. 
5 
Some fell on rocky places, where it did 

not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was  

shallow. 
6 
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched,  

and they withered because they had no root. 
7 
Other seed fell among 

thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 
8 
Still other seed fell on 

good soil, where it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown. 
9 
Whoever has ears, let them hear.’  

 
18 

‘Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  
19 

when anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 

sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.  
20 

The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the 

word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 

But since they have no root, 

they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes  

because of the word, they quickly fall away.  

22 
The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears 

the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 

choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
23 

But the seed falling on good 

soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it.  

This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred,  

sixty or thirty times what was sown.’  

Matthew 13:1-9,18-33  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

I am not much of a gardener.  

This is possibly because of my shoulder  

injury I find many gardening activities  

painful. However I do like plants especially 

flowering ones. My favourites are the old 

English garden flowers, Holy hocks,  

Delphinium, Roses, Lupin, Geranium and Hydrangea to name 

a few. Fortunately I have a husband with green fingers.  

He can revive the saddest looking plant imaginable.  

 I am also a fan of Monty Don I enjoy his gardening  

programme and his column in the Daily Mail. He gives some 

sound advice on what to do throughout the gardening year. 

When to sow seeds, when prune bushes, when to harvest 

fruits and like anything worthwhile beautiful gardens require 

attention, hard work and commitment.  



At the start of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus was teaching in the  

synagogues; in today’s Bible reading he is teaching outside.  

Criticism of his teaching from the church leaders led Jesus to  

outdoor teaching and today’s scripture finds him teaching from a 

boat.  Jesus is painting a picture to his audience of mainly farmers 

and country dwellers, by telling them a story to help them  

understand a central meaning. The parable of ‘the sower’ or ‘parable 

of the soils’ is a warning to hearers, it illustrates that there are  

different ways of accepting the word of God. 

The sower is Jesus or anyone like Rev’d Lisa or I who faithfully  

proclaims Jesus’ message. The seed is the word of the kingdom of 

God.  The sower and the seed are constant in each scenario; it is 

the soils that are different. So if someone is not growing in faith it is 

not the fault of the sower. 

In Palestine, the fields were long narrow strips; the ground between 

them was a right of way. It was beaten down by anyone walked that 

way.  If seed fell there and some was bound to fall there it didn’t  

really stand a chance. It was like seed falling on the road. This soil 

represents the hearer with a mind that is closed shut. The type of 

person who has erected a barrier to the word of God and because of 

pride or fear they will deliberately not see. The soil of the beaten 

path will not grow because the seeds never enter the ground.  

Jesus then describes another type of soil. The stony ground where 

the soil might be only a few inches deep before the rock was 

reached. On such ground the seed would germinate rapidly,  

because the soil got warm quickly in the sunshine. Sadly with no 

depth the plants would die in search of water and nourishment.  

Rocky ground refers to the shallow person. This is person who fails 

to think things through, here today and gone tomorrow; following  

Jesus for what he can give them, healings, teachings and miracles.  

Using Jesus is not why he came. This kind of mentality shows a lack 

of commitment to God, because the emphasis is self centred.  

God wants us to believe him and serve him when times are tough 

and that kind of commitment requires our faith to be deeply rooted in 

our relationship with him. The second type of soil does not produce 

fruit because it lacks roots; it is to shallow. 

The third type of soil is deceptive; it is good soil, but it has thorns and 

weeds. No matter how many times a person digs the ground as  

anyone with a garden will tell you weeds grow faster than seeds. In 

Jesus story the good seeds and the weeds grew together, but the 

weeds were so strong the choked the life from the seed.  

This describes the hearer who has so many interest that the most 

important things in their life get crowded out.  The workaholic, the 

person who becomes addicted to a sport, civic duty is good and  

responsible but too much involvement means a person misses time 

for the best things. In the story the seed is the Gospel, God’s way 

these are the best things. When work, play, clubs, civic concerns fill 

a person’s life it can overcome the best things like the weed choking 

the good seed. 

Finally Jesus offers us good deep soil; here a seed can find all the 

nourishment it needs. The person who is like good soil is different 

from the others. This persons mind is open. They are willing to learn, 

are teachable, open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit wherever the 

Spirit may lead.  This person is not too proud or busy to listen. These 

people’s priorities are in order. The real hearer is the person who  

listens, who understands, who realizes and then obeys. This is the 

kind of disciple God wants us to be. 

What kind of soil are you? Have you closed your mind to the story 

that God sent Jesus because of his love for us all?  



Have you traded your level of commitment to what God can do 

for you, seeking to satisfy your own needs?  

Have you allowed worries, wealth, activities or anything else to 

limit your relationship with God?  

Or have you received the grace offered by the sower, yielded to 

his wishes, and reflected his love to people who are hungry for 

spiritual nourishment.  

My prayer for us is that we will be good soil, willing soil, and 

available soil that it will bear good fruit. Jesus said  

“Let anyone with ears, listen” 

Claire Zanker 

Let us affirm our faith together. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

True God from true God, 

Begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

And his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

Who with the Father and the Son  is worshipped and glorified, 

Who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the  resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen 



We pray for  Sarah Bundocko, Michael Gray, Sue & John Thorne,  

Naveen Suri, Olwyn Allen, Harriet,  Vincent Nash, George Carpenter, 

Diane Allsop, Stan Michalski, Andrea Farnsworth, Pat Garland,  

June Shilton, John, Frank 

Make our wills eager to obey, and our hands ready to heal.  

Lord, receive our praise 

And hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for all those whom we have loved but who 

have gone ahead of us. Make our voices one with all your  

people in heaven and on earth  

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Mrs Usher, Margaret  

 

From St Mary’s Book of Remembrance 

Michael John Kirk 

 
From St Paul’s Book of Remembrance 

Helen Jane George, Mick Payne, Irene McDonald, Victor Henry Prince 

Rest eternal grant to them and let light perpetual shine  

upon them.  

May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God 

Rest in peace  

And rise in glory.  

 

Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are created and by 

whose love we are redeemed: guide and strengthen us by your 

Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your service, and live this 

day in love to one another and to you;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  

Amen 

Intercessory Prayers: 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

 

We pray for God ’s grace. 

Lord, receive our praise 

And hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God, through your grace we are your people: 

through your Son you have redeemed us; 

in your Spirit you have made us your own. 

We pray for your Church throughout the world that She may 

be a powerful witness to Christ ’s love. 

Make our hearts respond to your love. 

Lord, receive our praise 

And hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those in distress from war and conflict, perse-

cution and racism, poverty and isolation.  

Make our lives bear witness to your glory in the world.  

Lord, receive our praise 

And hear our prayer. 

 

The Peace: 

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met;  

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

Psalm 85.10 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,  

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen 

 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  

in the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

Join in the singing on YouTube or just raise the roof, praising God - 

Jesus is Alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQkzHwz2eLE  

I will offer up my life in spirit and truth 

Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you 

In surrender I must give my every part 

Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart 

 

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 

To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 

Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 

As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 

Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 

 

You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost 

Giving up your life to death, even death on a cross 

You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin 

Open up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in 

 
Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 

To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 

Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 

As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 

Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQkzHwz2eLE


Notices & Updates 

  

 

Dear friends, 

Change is in the air! Some churches across the 

county have been preparing to re-open for  

individual prayer as we have at St Paul ’s. I for one might even 

get my hair cut before Christmas! And for many towns and  

cities lockdown is easing, many will be heading to the pubs 

this Saturday, those who have shielded may be venturing out 

and others hoping to plan a much needed summer holiday.  

So, just when we thought things were starting to resemble a 

little bit of 'past normality', there has been a further outbreak 

of Covid 19 infections within Leicester city. This has meant 

that the city has returned once again to stricter lockdown 

measures and the message from the Government, is to stay 

at home. Your health, safety and well being is our first priority 

as well as helping to stop the disease spread by staying alert 

and being responsible. Therefore St Paul ’s is unable to open 

for individual prayer for the time being and both St Paul ’s and 

St Mary’s Churches will remain closed. I realise that this will 

be painful for many of you who were looking forward to  

coming into church but as a dispersed, yet unified body of 

Christ within our two communities, let us commit ourselves in 

prayer for those within the city of Leicester who are suffering, 

for those who care for them and for those who will be grieving. 

Let us take this to the Lord in prayer and find some peace, 

solace and above all, our hope in Him, the Lord Jesus Christ 

who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Forever and ever, 

Amen. 

Revd Lisa 

 

  

We pray for Ben & Katy Ray and all the people they support through 

Neema Crafts. Keep them safe and well as they continue to support  

people with disabilities in Iringa, Tanzania. www.neemacrafts.com 

UK based online shop  goodthingsgifts.co.uk  

 

I will continue to celebrate the mid- week Holy Eucharist every  

Thursday at the Rectory and on Sundays at St Paul's and then  

St Marys on behalf of the Parishes of Woodhouse and Woodhouse 

Eaves, in each church building. 

Let us continue to make a determined and committed effort to  

worship and praise God together, following the worship sheet at 

9.45am and 11.15am each Sunday. Together we are stronger and 

through being in communion with one another, can support each  

other in spirit and in fellowship and rest assured,  

I will be praying for each and every one of you. 

Blessings 

Revd Lisa  

 

Mission & Outreach 

A huge thank you to all those who have left water, food donations 

and baby provisions. John's Storehouse was very grateful for all of 

your kind donations. Please keep continuing to support the  

homeless, families living with poverty and unemployment and those 

in need. So once again, a massive thank you.  

Revd Lisa.                                                                                      

You can leave your donations at the Rectory front door. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neemacrafts.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2058b684579c45a8987308d7edc48fde%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637239300782761906&sdata=azoh1RfK5JdZ5nk1UQ39yTDTNggUIN0dCQCJsWJh%2F%2FE%3D
https://www.goodthingsgifts.co.uk/collections/neema-crafts


If you need help with picking up shopping/medicines,  

contact the Woodhouse Angels: Revd Lisa 890 972,  

Sue Harris 07702567457, Di Rydings 890521 

 Revd Lisa - revdlisatemperley@gmail.com 

   Michèle - michdenn2@aol.com 

A Church Near You 

St Paul’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5286  

St Mary’s - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5285 

Have a look at the ‘Children’ page for weekly activity sheets  

to download and print. 

 

Follow us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/stpaulschurchwoodhouseeaves/ 

Please note that the change of email address for Michèle 

You can contact me via michdenn2@aol.com from now on. 

If you like a ‘hard’ copy of the Weekly Sheet rather than reading it 

on the screen, please use the (print) version which has pages set 

out in a different order. 

You need to ‘Print both sides’ and ‘Flip on short edge’ to get a  

printed booklet. 

Hope that helps! 

Michèle 

 

 

Some material included in this service is copyright:  

The Church of England © Archbishops' Council 2015 

Lockdown Project! 

Your Church needs you!  

Your mission should you choose to accept it … 

is to crochet some squares which will be sewn 

together  afterwards to make a friendship throw or “afghan”.  

This will be later either donated to or used to raise money for 

a local good cause. 

Have some fun and learn a new skill if you don’t already  

crochet. I have written some instructions in this month’s  

magazine to help you.  

You could knit squares  (6 X 6 inches) if you prefer 

 

Ladies and gentlemen it is time to use your little scraps of 

wool up. So no excuses! 

Please make your granny squares 6 inches by 6 inches 

(15cm x 15cm) square, which will be easier to stitch  

together  later. 

If you can help please let me know by email on  

zankerclaire9@gmail.com telling me how many squares you 

wish to pledge to our friendship throw. 

Thank you 
Claire 


