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Second Sunday of Easter

11th April, 2021

Welcome to our Parish Eucharist - please observe the following throughout:

• It is mandatory to wear a face covering/mask in church unless you are exempt.

• Sit on your own, or with members of your household/bubble, in one of the marked socially distanced places.

• Stay in your place, except at the distribution of Holy Communion.

• The congregational responses and texts should be said, not sung, and in a normal conversational tone 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Pt 2: 2

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk,

that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Introduction

The compassion of God is beyond all telling. We gather in the hope of the resurrection and

know that we share in the joy of the promise of an eternal inheritance offered to us through

this Eucharist. 

Penitential Act

The mercy of God reaches down from the heavens into the hearts of those who turn to the

Lord.

Lord, you offer us the gift of faith. 

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, you show us the way to the Father. 

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, you turn our hearts to love. 

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.



Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect

God of everlasting mercy,

who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast

kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,

increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,

that all may grasp and rightly understand

in what font they have been washed,

by whose Spirit they have been reborn,

by whose Blood they have been redeemed.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Merciful Father and Lord of all life, 

we praise you that we are made

in your image and reflect your truth and light. 

We thank you for the life of His Royal Highness Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 

for the love he received from you and showed among us. 

Above all, we rejoice at your gracious promise to all your servants, 

living and departed, that we shall rise again at the coming of Christ. 

And we ask that in due time we may share with your servant Philip 

that clearer vision promised to us in the same Christ our Lord; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. Amen.



First Reading Acts 4:32-35

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use

anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in common.

    The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power,

and they were all given great respect.

    None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell

them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it was then distributed to

any members who might be in need.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 117(118):2-4,15-18,22-24

R/ Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:

    ‘His love has no end.’

Let the sons of Aaron say:

    ‘His love has no end.’

Let those who fear the Lord say:

    ‘His love has no end.’ R/

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;

    his right hand raised me up.

I shall not die, I shall live

    and recount his deeds.

I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,

    but not doomed to die. R/

The stone which the builders rejected

    has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

    a marvel in our eyes.

This day was made by the Lord;

    we rejoice and are glad. R/

Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has already overcome the world

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ

has been begotten by God;

and whoever loves the Father that begot him

loves the child whom he begets.

We can be sure that we love God’s children

if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us;

this is what loving God is –

keeping his commandments;



and his commandments are not difficult,

because anyone who has been begotten by God

has already overcome the world;

this is the victory over the world –

our faith.

Who can overcome the world?

Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God:

Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,

not with water only,

but with water and blood;

with the Spirit as another witness –

since the Spirit is the truth.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sequence Victimae Paschali Laudes

Christians, to the Paschal Victim

    offer sacrifice and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;

and Christ, the undefiled,

hath sinners to his Father reconciled.

Death with life contended:

    combat strangely ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain,

    yet lives to reign.

Tell us, Mary: 

    say what thou didst see 

    upon the way.

The tomb the Living did enclose;

I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting;

shroud with grave-clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen:

he goes before you into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen

    from the dead we know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!



Gospel Acclamation Jn20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

Alleluia!

The Gospel

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

Glory to you, O Lord.

John 20:19-31

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to

them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled

with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.

When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the

nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my

hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and

Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.

‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are

my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas

replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not

recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name.



This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

Prayers of Intercession These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us.

hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,

‘Peace be with you.’

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you

and also with you. Alleluia.

Pray, my brothers and sisters,

that my sacrifice and yours

may be acceptable to God,

the almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice

at your hands

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good

and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept, O Lord, we pray,

the oblations of your people

(and of those you have brought to new birth),

that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism,

they may attain unending happiness.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you

and also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,

at all times to acclaim you, O Lord,

but on this day above all

to laud you yet more gloriously,

when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

For he is the true Lamb

who has taken away the sins of the world;

by dying he has destroyed our death,

and by rising, restored our life.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,

every land, every people exults in your praise

and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,

sing together the unending hymn of your glory,

as they acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:



Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,

we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, 

in the company of Our Blessed Lady, S Paul, 

S Lawrence and all the Saints, 

may praise and glorify you  for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,



the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon Cf. Jn 20: 27

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,

and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion

Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that our reception of this paschal Sacrament

may have a continuing effect

in our minds and hearts.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit to live and work

to your praise and glory. Amen.



Final Blessing

May the mercy of the Father enrich you all the days of your life.

May the love of the Son nurture you in this coming week. 

May the power of the Holy Spirit inspire your actions this day. 

And may almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Regina Coeli

The Church bell is rung 9 rings during the anthem

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia.

He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia.

As he promised, hath arisen, alleluia.

Pour for us to him thy prayer, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.

For the Lord has risen indeed, alleluia.

The Church bell is rung 9 rings as the prayer is said

O God, by the Resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, you have brought joy to

the whole world: grant that, by the help of his mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the

joys of everlasting life; through Christ the Lord. Amen.
The Easter prayer Regina Coeli (“Queen of Heaven” in Latin) is a wonderful tribute to our Lord’s resurrection and to the

Blessed Virgin Mary. Although its origins are unknown, it dates back to the 13th century.  The Regina Coeli is one of four

antiphons (short liturgical texts sung or chanted, often as seen above, in a responsorial pattern) dedicated to Our Lady.

Traditionally, it is prayed standing, at the end of The Eucharist, often at noon, in place of another well-known prayer, the

Angelus, during the Easter Season from Holy Saturday until Pentecost. 

Today’s reading from the Gospel of John is proclaimed on the Second Sunday of Easter in each of the

lectionary cycles. This fact alone should alert us to the significance of the encounters with the resurrected Jesus

that are described in this reading. This Gospel combines two scenes: Jesus’ appearance to his disciples after his

Resurrection and Jesus’ dialogue with Thomas, the disciple who doubted.

Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as a spirit, but in bodily form.

We do not know, however, exactly what this form looked like. Earlier in John’s Gospel, when Mary of Magdala

first encountered the risen Jesus, she did not recognize him until he spoke to her. In Luke’s Gospel, the disciples

walking along the road to Emmaus did not recognize Jesus until he broke bread with them. We know from

readings such as today’s that in his resurrected form, Jesus was not bound by matter; he appeared to the disciples

inside a home even though the door was locked. Yet the disciples could still touch the marks of his Crucifixion.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue



the work that he has begun; as Jesus was sent by God, so Jesus sends his disciples. He gives his disciples the gift

of the Holy Spirit so that they will be able to accomplish this task. Jesus’ words to his disciples also highlight the

integral connection between the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. With the grace of the Holy

Spirit, we can share forgiveness and reconciliation with others. Thomas, the doubting disciple in today’s reading,

represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first community of witnesses to Jesus. All but the first

disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like Thomas, we may doubt the news that Jesus, who was crucified

and buried, appeared to his disciples. Our human nature seeks hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to his

disciples after his death is indeed the same Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to be our

representative in obtaining this evidence. He gives witness to us that the Jesus who was raised is the same Jesus

who died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are among those who are blessed, for we have not seen and

yet believe.

WE REALLY NEED YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL HELP! It would be really good if you could

continue with your weekly/month thank offerings if at all possible. You can transfer money electronically by using

the following details:

Account Name: Parochial Church Council of St Lawrence Whitchurch

Bank: HSBC Sort Code: 40 - 11 - 58 Account: 20126942 Reference: Just use your surname!

ALLELUIA - CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED - ALLELUIA! The Rector, Fr Paul, would like to

thank everyone who took part in our Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter ceremonies whether it be in church or online.

Fr. Paul would also like to thank you for your kindness and generosity with your Easter wishes and gifts especially under

these continuing challenging circumstances (although slightly less challenging than last year) and continues to wish you

all a very Happy & Blessed Easter.

Thank you to all those who donated monies for our Easter flowers 

in memory of their departed loved ones

In Your Prayers This Week 

Please pray for our Parish and for its needs;

The Sick  Those who are known to us personally and those whose names are read out in Church, 

the patients and staff of The Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital & St Luke’s Hospice, the elderly & housebound

especially those who live in Henry Nihill House, Knights Court  & Whitchurch Lodge.

The Departed 

Recently all those who have died as a result of the Covid -19 pandemic, those who died alone, 

or through the violence of others and His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Mavis Brown, Bill Cook, June Hipwell, James Adabayo Ogunro, Coraline Poole

Years’ Mind Edna Aldred, Audrey Amps, Betty Bailey, Emily Barnes, Pat Bartlett,  Pam Bent, Sheila Birch,

Marilyn Blackwell, Grace Burgess, Norah Burrell, Chris Copplestone, John Cowan, Brian Cox, 

Anne Cristofoli, Bridget Crowley, Betty Dalton, Joan Dillingham, Leslie Dodkin, Dorothy Francis, Eve Fulker,

Jean Glasgow, Paul Hayden, Martin Herring, Catherine Hills, June Horrigan, Tom Keen, Cora Kemp, 

Lilly Kitto, Joan Knight, Mary Knight, Win Lake, Pauline Lewis, Bob Maunder, Freda Meacock, Robert Mitchell,

Barry Morris, Mary - Ellen Moynihan, Rose Mulcare, Mary O'Callaghan, Pat O'Shea, Keith Overy, 

Derek Peacock, Harry Penn, Alan Pooley, Susan Porter, Nan Prince, Neville Robinson, George Sainsbury,

Steve Scarborough, George Sharratt, Veronica Simper, Daniel Sinclair, George Skene, Brian Smart, 

David Terwey., Beatrice Townsend, Pat Van Engel, Claudette Veitch, Alf Vitols, Lynda Wells, 

Matthew Wesson, Edward White.



THIS WEEK 

AT S LAWRENCE  LITTLE STANMORE 

11 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

10:00 The Parish Eucharist 

13 Tue 09:30 The Eucharist

15 Thu 18:00 The Eucharist

17 Sat If today is the Funeral of  HRH Duke of Edinburgh

09:30 Requiem Mass

18 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

10:00 The Parish Eucharist

Rector & Parish Priest - Fr Paul M Reece 

t: 020 8909 5426 (24/7) e: little.stanmore@london.anglican.org

PAWS FOR THOUGHT aka THE TAIL END

The great gift of Easter is hope. . .

As found by George & Bertie the Rectory Retrievers

mailto:little.stanmore@london.anglican.org

